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To his dcar£ Friend , 

M' W.GmnUll. 
Sir, 

Anyftruglings I 
have had about 
pubUfhing theft 
Notes : I have 
looked up to 
God, and at laft 
been peifwaded upon thefe 
grounds : - " - 

1. The many Jefircs bcSii of 
friends and ftranger'i, both by 
private (peeches and Letters , 
which I thought might b^ the 
voice of Chrift. 

t. Some good (as I heare) 
thofe which are drettdy 



are 
have done, and which the reft j) 
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might doe, w^ich I have look- 
ed on as a teftimony of the 
Lords acceptance of chem. 

3. I knew noG what the 
Lords meaning (hould be to 
bring to light by hts* provi- 
dence without my • privity , 
knowledge , or will , the for- 
mer part , unlefle it was to a* 
waken and enforce m« (being 
defired) to publifll cK^ rfetljour 
works \ thought fhould re- 
femble Gods works , not bee 
left imperfed:. 

4. I confidered my weake 
body, and my fliort time of fo- 
journihg here^ and that I (hall 
not (peak long to children , 
friends jOr Gods prectom people ^ am 
J; "re not to many in Enghnd, to 
whom I owe almoft my whole 

felfe. I 
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(clfc,- iwhoml ihiall icc'inthis 
; worW-ri© biorc ;' I have bcene 
tha:cfbro .itfi^ilUnign id get the 
wjindj aodi takfi the feafoa, ihat 
I mi^.^rlcaye fome partcofj 
God^jpres^io^ truth on c<ecord,| 
jthac it nligkipeak .(oh chat it 
might be Q^jtheh^jrt) amtmg 
whotii I ; caiitiQt <flra^ ^hoi I 
(hal jQbOit^; ; I account k a part 
of Godi^ iijtfinite grace, to. make 
.me an ioiibum^nt o&the Leail 

sood:l9;ai^i If itii Lord (hall 
io far accept bf !me in publifh- 
ing.>thef^tbtngSj^ : it is all that I 
WQuld^defire ; if not,yet I have 
defired forgivcneflc . in the 
blood of his Sonne , for what 
ever errors or weaknefles may 
be ia it'j,drare in rny felf,whi^ 
mayhinderluccefle, and fru- 
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ftratc its en<f; only what I have 
in much weakncue bcleeved, I 
have written, and fent it unto 
you, leaving it wholly with 
your ielfe, whom I much love 
and honour^ that you would 
adde or detra^ any thing yoa 
fee meet, (fb as it be not croffc 
to what 1 have writ)and if you 
then think it meet for publike 
view, you fee upon what 
groundsj am content with it j 
but if you (hall buiy it,and put 
it to perpettiaH iilence, it fhatl 
be moft pleafing to him who 
thinks more meanly of it then 
others can. 



Tho: Shepard. 
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Ch AP. I. 

As the great cxufe of the eterrtall perdition ef 
men ii efthemfetves ; fo the onelj caufe ef 
the aEtua.ll delivirance ami falvation of 
mantis Jesus Christ: view thit 
text, Hofeah 13.9. Oh irracl.thouhaft 
dcftroyed thy felfc, but in me is thy help* 

Sect. I. 

Hcfc worths asthey arc fct 
down in the Hebrew are 
('nccordingtotheftylc of 
this PropfiL't) very fhort' 
and fententious, & there- 
fore diftitiLilt totrtnflice 
into Englifli without Ibme Pciiphrafis,but 
the fence is here truly cxpreft , In me U thy 
help; which you may fee coiifiraied from v. 
I ^.There it no S*v'*6itr keftde H»;,aiid vcrfc^jk 
\ i viS ranfome them from the pawer ef tm 
1 V""', Oh death 1 will be (hj oU^tu , O «r 1 
I B 
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Sec the 
Sincere 
Convert, 



1 win be thj deJirH[Hon;Suppoi€ the Prophet 
(hould fpeak here ot temporill falvation, 
help and ranfome^f which he doth not^ yet 
thcargumentisftroRg;ifthere be no Savi- 
our from temporall woe and mifcry but on- 
ly the Lord J cf us j^how much more is hec 
from woes etcrnall ? only underftand me 
here aright; I am not now Tpeaking of mans 
deliverance and falvation by price in way 
of fatisfadion to Ju{lice(forthatIhare al- 
ready handled) but of his deliverance and 
falvation,by power ; not of mans purchafed 
deliverance, which is by the blood of Chrift, 
but of mans aftuall deliverance, which is by 
the efficacy & power of the fpirit of Chrift. 
Some captives among men are redeemed by 
price only ,fome by power without prict:;but 
fuch is the lamentable captivity of all men> 
under the feverity of J uftice, and the power 
of finne, that without the price of Ckrifis 
bloody Efh.i.j. and the power of Chrifts 
Jpirit, lehnS.^d.thQte is no deliverance; the 
Lord J B sus having paid the price for our de- 
liverance. Yet it is with us as with a compa- 
ny of captives in prifonj our fins like ftrong 
chaines hold us, Satan our keeper will not 
let us goCj the prifon doores through iv/f- 
beleffe are ihut upon us , Rom, ii. 32. 
jl^^thereby God and Chrifl ire kept out 
^omus ; what power now can refcueus, 
C| that are held fa(t under fuch i power, even 

after 
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after the price is paid ? truly it can be no o- 
thcr bat that in my text ^ In me is 'thy hcif; 
when our ranfom is paid j the Lord muft 
come himfclfe and fttch us out by ftrong 
hand. J/dj f^.i.Tc whom is the arme of the 
Lord revealed ? truly to vtrry few, yet to 
feme it IS; and certainly^ look as'thcy make 
Cht^ no Saviour indeed who deny his fal- 
vation by price andratisfadlion> fo thofe alfo 
makebimanimperfeft Saviour who deny 
falvation and aftuall deliverance of man to 
be only by the Almighty arme and efficacy 
of his fpfrit and power : excellent therefore 
is the fpecch of the Apottle, A Us 5. 30. 
30. God hath exalted leftis to give refen* 
tance andremijfton of fins to Ifraely Look as 
Jefus was abafed to purchafe repentance 
and remiflion^ fo he is now exalted aif^ually 
to give and apply repentance and remiflion 
offinnesjWnofe glory is it to remit finnes, 
but God in Chrift and by ChriO: only ? whoie 
glory is it to give repentance ("which in this 
place corrprehends the work ef converHon 
I & fait h,as£^'?^ii obfervcs) whereby we apply 
\ remiflion^butthcfimeCod only? the one is 
I as difficult to be conveyed as the other> and 
we ftand in as much need of Chrift to doe 
the one as the other; flll the po wer of C 
exalted ^ is little enough to give us repe 
tance arid remiflion , the condition of the 
Covenant exprcft m repentance > ^v\^ ^.W 

B a V\e:W\^?.^ 
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bleflfings in the Covenant fummed up in 
fo!]givene(reof(ins; the Sacwidnt deny re- 
demption and falvation by price i the ^r- 
minians by Chrifts power , leaving fuafion 
only to him, but power of conver(ion to the 
pbwer and libcr^ of the will of man ; Oh 
adalterous generation that are thus hack- 
ing at and cutting the cords of their owne 
falVation ! I (hall here (peak onely to &ne 
qucftion, which i^ the principall and mod 
profitable^ and that is this,How doth Chrift 
redeem and fave thus by his power , out of 
thatmirerableeftate,and confequently what 
is the way for us to feek^andfo t j find & feel 
deliverance by the hand of Ghrifts power? 
As there arc foure principall meanesand 
caufes^or wayes, whereby man ruines him- 
felfe> I- Ignorance of their oypnc miferj; 
1. Security andnnfenjibtene^e efit ; 5. Car- 
naU confidence in their owne duties ; 4 . Pre*^ 
fumftion or refting upon the mercy of God 
kj a Faith of their owne forging : fb on the 
contrary, there is afqurefoldad of Chrifts 
power whereby he refcues and delivers all 
his out of their miferable cftate. 

The firft aft or ftroake is ConviRion 
of fin; 

The fecond iS ComfunElionfor fin. 

The third is Humiliation or felf^^ 
abafement. 

The fourth is Faith : all which are 
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diftinftly pnt forth ( when he ceifeth ex- 
trtordinahly to worK ) in the day of Chrifis 
power > and who ever looke for aftu- 
all falvation and redemption from Chrift , 
let them feek for mercy and deliverance m 
this way-out of whichthey fhal never find 1 1 ; 
let them begin at conviftion^ and de(ire the 
Lord to let them fee their (ins , that fo being 
aflfefted with them and humbled under 
them I they may by faith be enabled to re- 
ceive Jefus Chrifl: , and fobe blefled in him. 
It is true , Chriftb applyed to us next- 
ly by Faith, but i^ith is wrought in us 
in that way of ccnviftion and forrow for 
(in , no man can or will come by faith to 
Chrifl: to take away his (ins , unleflfe he fird 
fee> be convi Aed of^andloaden with them. 
I Confcffe the manner of the iSpirits work in 
the conveYfion ofafinner unto God is ex- 
ceeding fecret, and in many things very vari-r 
ous; and therefore it is too great boldneife 
to mark out all Gods footftcps herein , yet 
fo farre forth as the Lord himfclfe tds in his 
work and the manner of it in all his , wee 
may fafeW refolve our felves, and fo farre, 
and no farther (hall we proceed in the ex- 
plication of thefe things. It is great propha- 
ne(re not to fearch into the works of ojm- 
mon providence, though fecret and hi( 
Pfal. 28. 5. and p2. 6. much greater it 
not to doe thus inro Gods works o( (^td^ 

B 3 tgLNO>3X^ 
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favour and grace upon his chofen. J (hall 
therefore beginne with the fir ft ftroakeof 
Chrifts power which isconvidion of fin. 



N 



Si c T. II. 
Firfi AEl (ff Chrifts fower^rphUh u Convi- 
tlUn cfjinne. 

Ow for the more diftincfl explication of 
this, I {hall open to you thcfc 4 things. 

1. I iliall prove that the Lord Chrift by 
his Spirit begins the acluall deliverance 
of his eleA here. 

2. What is thai fin the Lord convinceth 
thcfoulethusfirftof. 

3. How the Lord doth it. ( 

4. What meafure and degree of convi- 
1^ ftion be works thus in all his. 

I. For the f irit, it is faid , lohni6. 8, p. 
that the firft thing that the -$*/?/>;> doth when 
he comes to n\ake the Apoftles Miniftery 
effeftuall is this , it ftiall reprove , or con^ 
^ince the world of ftnnc\ it doth not firft 
work faith, but convinceth them that they 
haveiio faith, as in verfe p. and cunfeqoent- 
ly under the guilt and dominion of their fin; 
and after this,he convinceth ofrighteoufhejfe^ 
which faith apprehends, vtrle 10. It is 
y^that the word convi£lioH here , is of a 
Arge extent, and includes compunftion and 
j /humiliation for fin , yet our Saviour wraps 

thetn 
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them up in this word; becaufe conv iftion is 
the firfl; , and therefore the chief e in order 
here: the Lord not fpeakingnowof incfFc- 
ftuiU, but eSeAuall and thoro w convicflion 
exprcft in deep lorrow and humiliation. 
Now the Textfaith> the Lord begins thus 
not with fomc one or two, but with the 
W0rld of Gods cleft>who are to be called 
home by the Miniftery of the word j which 
•ur Saviour fpeaks(as any may fee who con- 
fider the Icope ) purpofely to comfort, the 
hearts of his Difciples, that their Miniftery 
(hall be thus efFcftuall to the world of T e ws 
and Gentiles ; and therefore cannot fpeak of 
fuch conviftion as fcrves onely for to leave 
men without excufe for greater condemna- 
tion; fas fome underftand the place) for t hat 
is apoore ground of confolation to their fad 
hearts.Secondly, I ftiall hereafter prove that 
there can be no faith without fenfe of(inne 
andmifery, and now there can be no fenfe 
of finne without a precedent fight or convi- 
Aion of fin; no man can feel fin , unle(te he 
doth firft fee it; what the ey {tts nor,the heart 
raesnot. Let the gceateft evill befall a man, 
fuppofe the burning ^f his houfe, the death 
ef his children^if he.doth not firft kno Wj fee* 
and hear of it, he will never take it to heart, 
it will never trouble him; fo let a poortfeapr 
lye under the greateft guilt, the foreft wram 
of God, it will never troiA)le Vi\H\uau>\V^^^ 
B 4 fc^^ 
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fees it and hecoT\vmccdoHtyyi£l.2.^j.fFhett 
they heard this, they mre prkked ; but firft 
they heard it and fa w their fin, before their 
hearts were wounded for it; Geft. 3.7. they 
firft faw fayi^ their nakedneffe before they 
were afhamedoi it. Thirdly, the maine 
end of the law is to drive us ^to Chrift R^m. 
10.4. VcChrifiht the end of the law ^ then 
the law is the means fubfervicnt to that end, 
and that hot to fome , but to aM that teleeve, 
now the law though it drive toChriftby con- 
demnation, yet in order it begins with accu- 
fation.It f irllaccufeth , and fo convinc^th of 
fin^jR^.j.ap.and then condemneth; it's folly 
and injuflice for a Judg to condemn & bring 
a finncr out to his execution bef©re accufatir 
on & convi(5tion;and is it wifdom or juftice 
in the Lord or his law to doe otherwilif/ and 
therefore the Spirit in making ufe of the law 
for this end Hrft convinceth as it firft accu- 
feth,and layes our fins to our charge. L^iftly, 
look as Satan when he binds upafinnerin 
his fin, he firft keeps him ^if pofsible^ from 
the very fight and knowledge of it ; becaufe 
fo long as they fee it not , this ignorance is 
the Ciufe of all their woe; why theyfeeleit 
not, why they defire not to come out of it; 
the Lord Jefus( who came tounty the knots 
o^^tan, I John ^. 8.) begins here, and 
ifrfl: convinceth his, and makes them fee 
^their fin; that fo they may fcele it, and come 

to 
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tohim for deliVerance out of it. Ob conifider 
this all you tha^ dreamc out your time in 
minding only things before your feet , never 
thinking on the evills of yeur o wne hearts; 

I you that heed not, you that will not fee yeur 
fins,ner fo much as ask this queftion, What 
have I done ? what doe I doe i how doe I 
live? what will become of mc ? wKat 
will be the end of thcfe my foolifli courfes? 
I tell you, if ever the Lord fave you, he will 
make you fee what now you cannot, what 
now you will not, he will not only make 
you to confefle you are finners , but he will 
convince you of (inne, this (hall be the Hrft 
thing the Lord will doe with thee. 

But you will fay , what is that (in which 
(he Lord firft convinceth oi? \yhich is the 
fecond thing to be opened. 

I anfwer in thefe three Conclu(K>n$« 
I Thc'Lord Jefus by his Spirit doth not only 
convince the foule in generall , that it is a 
Tinner and (infull; but the Lord brings in a 
convifting evidence of the particulars ; the 
firft is learnt more by tradition ( in thefe 
dtyes) by the report and acknowledgement 
of every man, rather then by any fpeciall aft 
of convidiion of the fpirit of Chrift ; for 
what man is there almoH: but lies uvi^r 
this confeflion^that he is a flnnerPthe beftfa]^ 
they arcfirtncrsjc^if ir^yijf wehavenefinvfcy 
deceive our fslves^^nd 1 kpow 1 am a ^nner \ 

) bxxt 
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y.f»f /'i'f. fAx* f'^.T.c ffHTK at fins :n pirrcJr: 
»h^% jJif If '!*/ h ri^it aiTcft men fcr cffrnc^s ia 
K'fi«-r nil, frit open', the wr!t,and fticwcs the 
ptrfffiijjr taijfr,lh(!paiticularfin5;/i^iw.3.9. 
#r* h4O0 pr»ved^ (i\x\\ thc Apoflle, th^t lewes 
A,i4 'it milt 9 Are nnitr fmne , but how doth 
tlif A|iii!flr ( bcinij now thc inftrument 
lit ihr Sjijiif in this worke of conrifti- 
• •ii)iiitiviMrr thcin of this? marke his me- 

ih..i|,t'rr/if lo.l I.I 1,13,14,15,16,17,18. 

whriruiyoiiymi ihull Ire it is done by enu- 
•nfi iciiin ot pjii tkCuUrs; fins of their natures, 
thsf^Mrtaitffrifrhte'9H$i lins of their minds, 
'*'*'*if m^AUirrlfdMJdih- lins in their wills and 
4ti ctiiinv^ MOit^ lrffl( tifter CWj lins in their 
liv*.-\, ^ii ^0M^ tfwi tff'thff iTiij; lins of ooiifli- 
%»iiv*t |;\.K»sl diiticN » thffre >t nms that doth 
^u,fi4^ then ihf oMs ^twf$9 Mcs ^ Lbs , ire SeSMi' 
-o^Y » . Ufr'i.**;- '!■#;/, ,7i/r. jMfft/i; chiT'.r fi^asttkes f%i 
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nothcr man, yet this we may fafely fay, ufu- 
ally ( though not alway ) the Lord begins 
with the remembrance and confideration of 
feme one great^ if not a mans fpeciall and 
moil beloved (in; and thereby the fpirit dif- 
covers gradually all the reft : that arrow. 
which woundeth the heart of Chrift moft^ 
the Lord makes it fall firfl upon^the head of 
the (inner that did (hoot it againft heaven, 
and convinceth , and as it v^rere hits him 
(irft with that : How did the Spirit convince 
thofc 3 ooo, thofe patterns of Gods convert- 
ing grace? -rffif/i. 37. did not the Lord be- 
gin with them for oneprincipall (inne^ vi^. 
their murder and contempt of Chtifk by 
embruing their hands in his blood f there is 
00 quefUon but now they rcmembred othef 
finfuil pcadifes, but this was the Imfrimis, 
which is ever accompanied with many o- 
ther J terns which are then read in Gods bill 
of reckonings where the (irft is fet downc : 
Ifrael would have a Kingy 1 Sam. 8.19. Sa- 
mnel for a time could not convince them of 
their £[n> herein, what doth the Lord doe? 
ferely he will convince them of (in before 
heleaves them, and this he doth by fuch a 
terrible thunder as made all their hearts ake; 
tod how is it now ? what fin doe they 
fee f they firft fee the greatneflfe of that pa 
ticular (in, but this came not to mind alotvt^ 
bat they cryedour^ i Sam* 1 2, 19. Wt \%Avt 
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addeJ nnf alleur eviUs this^ in asking to our 
[elves H King. Look upon the woman of 
Samaria , lohn 4. the Lord Chrift indeed 
fpake Hrfl: unto her about himfelf e the fub- 
ftance of the Gofpeli, about the worth oi" 
this water o( life ; but what good did ihee 
get untill the Lord began to convince her of 
(in> and howdoth he that f he tels her of her 
fccret whoredome (he lived in, the man that 
ftowjhee hddwas not her hnsbandi and upon 
the difcovery of this, ftiee faw many more 
(ins; and hence verfe 2p. (he cries oat. Come 
fee the man that hath told me aU that ever I 
didin mj life. And thus the Lord deales at 
this day; the Minifterpreacheth againft one 
(in, it may be whoredome, ignorance , con- 
tempt of the Gofpell , neglcft of fecret da- 
ties, lying. Sabbath-breaking , &c. This is 
thy cafe^ faith the Spirit unto the foule , re- 
member the time , the place , the peribns 
with whom you lived in this (inf uU condi- 
tion; and now a man begins to goe alone,and 
to think of all his former courfes, how ex- 
ceeding cvill they have been; it may be the 
Lord brings upon a man « fore af fli(ftion,and 
when he is in chaines crying out of that , the 
Lordfaithtohimastothofc,'i^r. 30. 15. 
Wl}'j crieft thou for thy afJUflion ? for the 
/^tultitHde of thine iniquities 1 have done t his ^ 
J it may be the Lord fometimes ftrikes a mans 
1^ I companion in finne dead j by fome fearful! 
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judgement t and then that particular finnc 
comes to mind , and the Lord rcvcales it, 
armM with mdltitudes of many other fins; 
the caufcs of it, the fruits and effcfts of it ; as 
a father whips his child upon occafion of 
one fpeCiall f ault^but then tells him of many 
more which he winked at before this, and 
(aith,Now firrah remember fuch t time/uch 
a froWard fit, fuch undutif uU behaviour,fuch 
a reviling word ywx fpake» fuch a time I 
called, and you ran away and would not 
heare me; and you thought I liked well e- 
nough ofthefewayes, but now know that 
I will not pafle them by , &c. Thus the 
Lord deales with his; and hence it is many 
times, that the ele6t tif God civilly brought 
up, doe hereupon think well of thcmfelves, 
and fo remaine long unconvinced of their 
wofuU cftates, the Lord fuflfcrs them to faU 
intofome foule>fecret,oropen{in; and by 
this the Lord takes fpeciall occafion d 
working conviftion and forrow for finne, 
the Lord hereby makes them hang down the 
head and cry HncUdne, uncleane ; Faul was 
civilly educated, he tiiimed at laft a hot per- 
fecutor , oppreflbr , blafphemer; the Lord 
Jirfl: convinced him of his perfecution and 
cry ed out from heaven to him •, PmuI^ ''^^^i j 
T^bj ferfecHtefi th^H me ? this ftruck him t^ 
the heart , anH then fin revived , Rom. •] % 9% 
|jaianyfecreri;/7S of his heart were diilcovt: 
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red, which I take to begin and continue in 
fpeciall in thofe three dayes , A£fs 9. 9. 
wherein he was blind and did ( through 
fight of (in and forro w of heart J neither eat 
nor drink. As a man that hath the plague not 
knowing the difeafe, he hopes to live; but 
when he fees the fpotsand tokens of death 
lipon his wrid , now he cryes out /becaufe 
convinced that the plague of the Lord is up- 
on him; fo when men fee fome one ot more 
fpeciall (ins break out^ now they are convin- 
ced of their lamentable condition : yet it is 
not alway , ( though ufually thus ) ior fome 
men theXord may Hrft convince ot (inne by 
fiicwing them the finfulnefleot their owne 
hearts and wayes ; the Lord may kt a man 
fee his blindnede 3 his extreame hardneflfe of 
hearty his weaknefle , his wiUulnelTe » his 
heartlcfnefle; he cannot pray , or look up to 
God, and this may firfl: convince him ; or 
thatallthathed«this(intull, being out of 
Chrift : the Lord may fuddenly let him fee 
the decdpts of his owne heart, and the fe- 
cret (infuU pradifes of his life; as if fome 
had told the Minifter ^ or as if hee (pake to 
none but him; that he is forced to fall down 
being thus convinced, and to confedc j God 
ui^thu mam 1 C^r. 14. 25. Nicodcmtu 
l^ay Hrft fee and bee convinced of the warit 
of regeneration, and thereby feel his need of 
Ckrm; the Lord may fet a man upon the 
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connderation of all hi$ life pafl:^ how wick- 
I edly it hath been fpent; and fo not one, but a 
multitude of iniquities compafle him about : 
a man may fee the godly examples of his 
parents^ or othergodly Chriftians in thefa- 
mily er town where he d wels , and by this 
be convinced; that if their ft ate and way bee 
good^.his own (fo far unlike it) muft needs 
beftarke naught : the Lord ever convinceth 
the foule of (ins in particular , but hee doth 
not alway convince one man of the fame 
particular (innes at firft as hee doth another; 
whether the Lord convinceth all the eleft at 
iirAofthcfin of their nature » and Qiewes 
them thefr original (in b and about this f irfl: 
ftroakeof convidion, I doubt not of it; Pant 
would have been alive, and a proud Pharifee 
ftiU, if the Lord had not let him by the law 
fee this (in, R^m. 7. p. and fo would all men 
in the worlds if this ihould not bee revealed 
firft or laft, in a lefler or greater meafure^un- 
der a diftind: or more indiftind notion : and 
hence arife thofe confclSons of the Saints, 
I never tboi^ht I had had fuch a vile heart; 
ifallthe world had told me ^ I could not 
have bdeeved them; but that the Lord hath 
made me feel it^&lee it At laft; was there ever 
(ucha finner (at leaft in hearty which is con- 
tinoalljr oppofing of him j whom the Lor^ 
at any time received to mercy, as I am ? 
t ThcLordJelusbyhisSpiritdothnoloti- 



■I*" 




* ^ 



■■••'*•• ■* 



idiAMiiAAJbbfal 



I l6 



Thejhmd ^eleeVer. 



iik 




ly convince the foule of its finne in particu- 
lar, but tlfo of the er ill, even the exceeding 
great evill of thofe particular fins. The Lord 
Jefus doth not onely CQUvince oftheevilli 
Jinne, but of the great evfll of finne. Oh thou 
wretch, faith the Spirit, (as the Lord to 
Cainy Gen./^. lo.j what haft thou done, 
whofc (in$ cry to heaven, who haft thus long 
lived without God> and done this infyiite 
wrong to an infinite God> for which thou 
canft never make hira amends? That God 
who could have long (incecut theeoffin the 
midfl: of thy fins and wickedneflTe, & cruQit 
thee like a moth,and fent thee down to thofe 
eternall flames where thou now feeft fome 
better then thy fclf mourning dajj and night, 
but yet hath fpared thee out of his meere pi- 
ty to thee , That God haft thou refifted and 
forfaken all thy life time; and therefore now 
fee and conGder what an evill and bitter 
thing it is thus to live as thou haft done » 
ler. 2.19. Look as it isin the wayes of ho- 
lineffe , many a man void of the Spirit may 
fee and know them in the literallexprelfi-| 
ons of them , but cannot fee the glory of | ", 
them but by the Spirit, and hence it is hee 
doth not efte^me and prize them and the 
knowledge of them above gold ; So in the 
j/wayes of unholincfTe , many a man void of I ^ 
j the fpirit of conviftion ot fin, may and doth I . 
y/(r^ many particular iins and conftfle thcm^ I 
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bttt he doth nor, cannot fee the exceeding e- 
yiU of theiHi and thence it is though he d( )th 
fee them,yet he doth not much diflike them^ 
becaufe he fees no great hurt or evil inthem* 
bat makes a light matter of them ; & there- 
fore when the Spirit comedy it lets him fee 
andftand convinced of the exceeding s^rcat- 
neffeof the evill that is in them, loh.^S. 8, p. 
In the time of afSiftion ("which isufualiy 
thetimeofconviAipnofa wi!d unruly (tu- 
ner) hejhewj them their tranfgreJponSj bat 
how ? that thfj hdvi exceededfibtt they have 
been exceeding many and exceeding vile. 
Oh beloved, berore theLord Jcftis comes to 
convince, we have cauf^^ to pray for and pi* 
ty every poore(inner,as the Lord Jefusdid, 
f^yvag^Lird forgive themjthi J l^new net what 
they dee. You godly parents^ mafterSi how 
oft doe you inftru(!): your cHi Idren ^ fervants, 
and conviRCethem of their (inhilneflfe, until! 
thcry confcfli their faults ? yet you fee no a- 
mendmentj but they goe on ftill ; what 
fiionld you now doe ? oh cry out for them, 
and fay. Lord forgive them, for they know 
not what they doe. Their (ins thry know, 
but what the evil of them is,alasl thv:'y ktiow 
not; but when the Spirit comes to convince, 
he makes them fee what they doe, & what 
is the exceeding evill of thofe finoes they 
made light of before; like mad men tha\^ 
have fworne, and curft, and ftcack iVvtaW 
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t\icnd$, when thcycoinctobefobera^aine, 
and recuemtKT their milchievous wives and 
xwxds, now they ice what they fcavc done, 
a\*id how abjxinabl? their ccnrlcs then 
we^e. Oh you that walk en h the mtdnes 
ot yv>5:r wav.vis row, in all ii:iDr.er ct Ocse, 
i?e\tithelc:d Joc^ocdto vou. vc4j {iuU 
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hath faid fe, the Lord hioafclfe hath cold me 
fe» Hek. 1 3. 4. 1 am the man^my confcience 
now tcares me and ttUs me fo^ what will 
become of me ? The Lord lefus wUi €ome in 
filming fire to render vengeana dgdinfi all 
thai know nop God; and that obey not the Go- 
j^rf. This I belecvf, for God tiaih faid itj 
iThef. 2«7.8 p.andnowIf;^eIaiBbethat 
hath lived long in ignorance, and know not 
God; I hare had the Gofpel of grace thus 
l«)g wooing and pfrfwading oiy heart, and 
oftentimes it hath affl'ftcd mc, but yet I have 
refifted God and his Gofpel^ and have fet my 
filthy lufts, my vaine fports^ my compani- 
ons cups tndqueanestt a higher price then 
Chrift^and have loved them more then himj 
2nd therefore though I may be fpared for a 
while , yet there is a time wherein Chrift 
(umfelfe will come out againft me in flaming 
fire. To this purpofc doth the Spirit worke; 
tor beloved, the great meanes whereby Sa- 
tan overthrew Man at Brft in his innocen- 
ciei was this principle, although thou doft 
eite, tnd fo fin againft God, yet thou (halt 
notdye. Gen.^.j^.Toflfall not fureij die ;tht 
Serpent doth not iay, Te/haS not die, tot that 
is too grofle an out-facing of the Word,G^». 
l.iy. but he faith, To JbaU not fiettlj die : 
tint is^ there is not fuch abfolutc cert auity o.^ 
it; it may be you (hall live, God loves you 
better then fo^ and is i more mcrcif uV¥ axVct V \ 
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then to bo at a wori and a blow. Now look 
as S jtJn deceived and brein;ht oar firft pa- 
rents roruine b\-l«sgcftin5th?$pTirciple; 
\\y at this Jay he doth low this accurfsd Iced, 
and plant thiavrrr prirciple in thcfcyl i f c- 
Tcrv ma:i5 heart bv njturc.thev dk> roc th:nk, 
rhcv canncc bclfCTC thai :hev are ocid m^n, 
' & cor.d.'mrcd to drcard that thfv tnili dve 
! cttfrnar.y K r :hr Ira t sVne cpmjcitrci by 
their. M?i^ r.^r A '-jcl^ caf!:vt r-frfwidc 
C'cm of i:, :-^: y ca:'.;vr (t'C :hf rt^crrr of it, 
:^at vi\>i to cr«:cit3 I i%!i: ?e ib :cti:e, for 
;o muU a :ra::.:; ror t^ t^^ :r^:a c? ::. fcr 
:ikr. tK'v tri:':^ ro :\'.ri .r.-j.^ c^ UTcd. 
\"d tJ^^s \ri-n :r^ c*.: Sxtrcrc rart: tpit 
:^$ tx»% Kv S t.^"* :hs:cr. tbrv ..r .c jc, aad 
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tn idiaaortalland difpletfed God : & there- 
fore thofe three thouftnd cry out, yf ff. 2.37^ 
Aifn and irethren^ whatjhak we iUe to be /4- 
vedi We arc cortdemncd to dye, wfcat (liall 
we doe now to be fatcfd from death ? Now 
the foule is ghd to enqdire of tfacMinifter, 
Oh tell me» what (hall 1 d< » ? I once thought 
my felfe in a fafe and good condition as any 
in the Town or Countrey I lived in,but now 
the Lord hath let me heare of other newcs; 
dye I mud in this cflite, and tis a wonder of 
mercies I am fpared alive to this day. There 
is not onely tome blind fea es and fufpi- 
tions that it may poflibly be fo, butfdMpcr- 
fwaHons of heart, dye I moft, dye I (hiU in 
this eftite; for if the Spirit rcvcalcfin, and 
convirxc not of death for fin, the foule under 
this work of convi(5lion bt?ing as yet ruther 
f^niuall thenfpirituaIl,Wil make a light mat- 
ter of it, when it fees no fcnfible danger in it; 
but when it fees the botton Icflv pit before 
it, everlaftinjj fire before ir, for the leafl: fin , 
now it fets the hainous evill of fin ; the way 
of Gnne though never fo peaceable before, is 
full of dangernow, wherein it fees there arc 
cndlefle woes and everlafting deaths thar lye 
in wait for it, Rem.6.ii • And now faith the 
Spirit, you may goe on in thcfe finfull cour- 
fcs ai others doe, if you fee meet^but oh cors 
fider what will be the end ot them ; what it 
is to enjoy the plealures dt (inne tot x {t3&>\x ^^ 
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and to bt torMented for CTcr for them in the 
conclulion^for be t(£ired thtt will be the 
end ; ind hence the foule feeing it fdfe thus 
fet apart for death , looks upon it felfc in a 
farre worfe eftate then the bruit beafts ^ or 
viltft woroie upon the earth ; for it thinks 
when they dye there is an end of their mi- 
fery; but oh then is the beginning of mine 
for ever :hcnce alfo arife thofc fcares of death 
S[ of being fuddcnly cut ofi^that when it lyes 
downe, it trembles to think I may never rife 
againc'j becaufe it's convinced, not only that 
itdeferves to dye^but that it is already fen- 
tenced for to dye : hence alfo the foule jufti- 
fiesGod, if he had cut hiiii off in his (in; and 
wonders what kept him from it^ there being 
nothing elfe due from God unto it : hence 
lallly, the foule is flop t and (lands >iliU) goes 
not on in (in as before; or if it doth, the Lord 
gives it no peace : ler. 8. 6. Why doth the 
horfe goe on in the battell ? becaufe it fees 
not death before it ; but now the foule fees 
death , and therefore fiops : oh remember 
this all you that never could beleeve that you 
are dead condemned men, and therefore are 
never troubled with any fucb thoughts in 
your mind; I tell you, that you are far freon 
conviftion,and therefore far from falvatioo: 
if God iliould fend fome froqi the dead to 
^eare witntfie againfl: this iccure world 
concernir^ this truth , yet you will not be- 
leeve 



ieeve it, for his meflengcrs fent from heaven 
are not beleevcd herein ; woe be to you H 
you remaine anconvinced of this point. 

But you will fay^how d^th the Lord thus 
convince (in » and wherein is it cxpreft ? 
which is.tke third particular. 

All knowledge of (in is not conri^iion of 
(in, all confcdioQ of fin i% not ^onviAion; 
there is a convidion mec-rcly ratioaalli 
which i% not fpirica2ill;thcre >re three thiiigi 
in fpirituall convidion. 

There is a cleare, certaine , and manifeft 
light, fo chat thof foule fees its (in, and death 
due to it clcareiy and certainly | forfothf 
wordj hh, 1 6.9« h\ymf (ignifics tp evidence 
a thing by way of argutuentntion, nay de- 
monfliration ; the Spirit £o d^iaonftr^tjqn 
thefe things as that it hath nothing tpob- 
jeft, a mans mouth is (lopped , kee hith n^- . 
thing to fay but this; behold I am vIW, I aoi 
a dead wan : for if a man fafive q^any ftrqng ' 
aiguments given him tQ con&mc a tnitht 
ym if he have but on^: objci^i^n ^ dou^Hfim 
icnsplenocanf^ercd^iie i%, not fully as yet 
convinced 3 becaufe full convidioo by t 
deare fun-light (catters all dark objeiftioas; 
)tnd hence out Saviour Indfi 1 5 • will one day 
€ofwhc0 tlpr T^ickf^ of 0B thfir bard j^sfchifs 
^^iM»/?/y*f»f which wiU chiefly be done by 
manifefting the evill of fuch waycs^ and ^- 
king away all thofe colours aad d^iC^f^^^. 
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men have made tor fuch language : before 
the Spirit of Chrift comes, man cannot fee, 
will not fee bis (in nor puni(hment ; nay^ he 
hath fliany things to fay for himfelfe as ex- 
cufes and extenuations of his fin; One faith, 
1 1 wasdrawneuntoit,(ri!?# woman that fhou 
gaveft w$i) and fo layes the blame on others: 
A! other liithjt is my naturc;Othcrs fay,AU 
are finncrs, the godly finne as well as others; 
and yet are fated at laft, and fo I hope (hall 
I : Oihers profcfle they cannot part with 
fin, they would ble better but they cannot, 
and God requires no more then they arc able 
to performe; Another iaith, I will continue 
in fin but a little while , and purpofe hereaf- 
ter to leave it;Others (ay ,We are finners, but 
yet God is met cifuU and will forgive it ; A-** 
nother faith , Though I have finned , yet I 
have fome good, and am not (b bad as other 
meD;endkfle are thefe excufes for fin. In 
one word, I know no man^though never fo 
bad, though his fin be never fo grievous, but 
he hath fomething to fay for himfelfe, and 
iomething in his mind to leflen and cxrenu* 
ate (in; but beloved when the Spirit comes 
to convince, he (b convinceth as that he an- 
fwers all thefe, pulls down all thefe fences, 
teares off all thefe fig-leaves , featters all 
th^ mills, and pulls oflfall thefe Scales from 
x€e eyeS) ftops a mans mouth, that the foulc 
^ ands before God, crymg , oh Lord guilty. 
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guilty ; ai the Prophet Jeremy told thcin,7fr. 
3,23 ,TVhy deft them fay y 1 am ifinecent? leeks 
Hfen thy way^ c^r. fo the Spirit faith , why 
deft thou fay thy fin is fmall ? it is difebfdi" 
ence,{as Samuel (aid to Saul^iSam. 1 5.)23. 
which is reketlienyand oi the Jinne efwitch^ 
craft; and is that a fmali matter ^ the Spirit 
ofconyiftionby thecleare eridence ot the 
truth, binds theunderftanding that it cannot 
ft rugglc againft God any more; and fa : ncc let 
all the world plead to the contrary, nay let 
thegodlycometocoB)tort thenn in this e- 
ftatCi and think and fpfak well of them; yet 
they cannot beleeve them, brciufe they are 
certainetheireftatesare wofiill : hence alfo 
we (hall oblerve the foule under convifliion, 
infttadofcxctifingfin, it aggravates finne, 
and ftudies to aggravate (inne ; did evcT any 
deale thus wickedly, walke thus finhillytU) 
long,a^ainft (bmaiiy checks andchidings, 
light aod love , meancs and mercies^ as I 
have done/ And it is wonderful! to obfcnre 
that thofe things which made it once ac- 
count (in light , make it therefore to think 
(in great ; ex. gr. my fin is little; the more 
unkind thou ("iaith the Spirit) that wilt not 
doe a fmall matter for the Lord : my (in is 
common;the more finfuU thou that in thoic 
things wherein all the world rife up in arms* 
agaidft God, thou joyneft with thorn: God 
j (pares me liter fin j the greater is t\i^ ^^V\ 
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therefore that thou hafl: continued fo long 
in,, tspivSi a God fo pitifnil to thee; the dea- 
reft nns are now the v.iieft fins , becaufe 
thoughthey were mod: fweet to him, yet 
the Spirit couTinceth him, they were there- 
fore the more grievous unto the foule of 
God ; you poore creatures may now hide, 
and colour^ and cxcufe your fins before men, 
but when the Lord comes to convince , yon 
cannot lye hid;then your coiif ciencesCwhen 
JefUs Chrift the Lord comes to convince) 
(hall not be like the Steward in the Gofpell 
that fet down 50. for a 100 1. no, the Lord 
will force it to bring in a true and cleare ac- 
count at that day^i 

There is a reaU light in fpirituall conviAi- 
on,rationall convi^ftion makes things appear 
notionally; but fpirituall convidiop, really : 
the Spirit indeed .ufeth argumentation in 
convidion, but it goes farther and caufeth 
the foule not only to fee fin and dcfath difcur- 
fively , but alfo intuitively and really : reaibn 
can fee and diicourfc about words and Pro- 
pofitions,and behold things by report,and fo 
deduft one thing ftom anbther ; but the Spi- 
rit makes a man fee the things themfelves> 
really wrapt up in thofe words ; the Spirit 
brings ipirituall things is well as.Dotioof 
Jbefbrc a mans eye » the light of the Spirit is 
like the: light ot the Sun , it makes all things 
#1 appcare as they are ; I^hn 3 . 20^ 2 1 . It was 
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lerufdlems xni&ry, (he heard the words of 
Chrifl: > and they were not hid from them, 
but xl^ things pf her pedci fliut ap in tbofc 
words w#r# hid from her ejes^ Difconrfc 
with many a man about his fin and mifery, 
be will grant all that you fay,and he is con* 
vinced, that his eftate is moft wretched, and 
yet ftiU lives in all manner of iin ; what is 
the reafon of it? truly he fees hi^ (in only by 
dticourfe, but he doth not , nay cannot fee 
the thing (in, death, wrath of God, untill 
the Spirit come; which only convinceth or 
(heweth that really. A man will not bee 
a&aidof a Lyon when it is painted only up- 
on the wall, why ? becaufe therein he doth 
not fee the living Lyon .-when he fees that, 
he trembles. So men heare of (in, and talke 
of(in and death, and (ay they are moft mifc- 
table in regard of both ; yet their hearts 
I tremble not, are not amazed at thefe evills ; 
becaiife (inne is not fetn alive, death is not 
pcefented alive before them, which is done 
by the Spkit of con virion only , revealing 
thefe really to the (bule; and hence it is that 
many men in feeing fee net , How can that 
bee ? thus, in feeing things notionally* they 
iec them not really. And hence many that 
know moft o( fin, know leaft of (in, becaufe 
in (oidng it notionally, they fee it not rcallyt 
And tWeforc happy were ut for fome men, 
SchoUers andotKrs,<that they kad uq i\o\\r 
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;>niU kno wlcige ui (in, for this Ugbif is thrir 
iUrknefe, and makes them more ancapible 
of fpiritutll conviftion : the firft aft or fpi- 
rituali conviftion is to let a man fee clearly 
that he is (ibFuU and moft miserable • the fe« 
cond aft is to let tbe fouie fee really what 
this (in and death is. Oh coniiderof thii> 
many of you knew that you are finiuU, and 
that you (hall dye; but dofl: thou know what 
(Tni$,9nd what it is to dye-^ If thou didil, 
C dare fay thy heart would (inke; if thou doft 
not, thou art a condemned man, becaufe not 
yet a conyinced man. I( you here aske, how 
the Lord makes (in reall? I anf wer. By ma- 
king God realU the reall greatnc(fe of fin is 
feen by beholding really the greatncKTe of 
God who is fmitten by fin ; fin is not fecnc 
"^ecaufc God is not ken Jthn ^.ef, v. it .Hi 
ihdti^thevlUhdth n^t fetn G9J. No know** 
ledge of God is tbe eaufe why blood tomhttk 
btooix the Spirit cafts out all other company 
of rain andfooli(h thoughts, and then God 
comes in and appear<s immediately to the 
foul in his greatneflfe and glory, and then the 
Spirit faith^Lo» this is that God thy fins ha?e 
provoked. And now fin appeares as ft is , 
and together with this real! (ight of fin , the 
fouledoth not fee painted fire , but fees the 
/ire of Gods wrath really, whither now it is 
leading, that nerer can be quencht but by 
Chrifts blood: and when tke Spirit hath tho^ 
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iccd , now a man begins to fet his 
lie and folly in times paft , faying , I 
not what I did. And hence queftions, 
be Lord pardon fuch a wretch as I, 
Hnnes are fo great f Hence alfo the 
Dcgiiines to bee affeded with (inne 
at h, becaufe it fees them now as the y 
leed^andnot by report only. A man 
Its it a matter of nothing to tread up* 
orme, wherein there is nothing feen 
y either to bee loved or feared ; and 
a mans heart is net affeded with it: 
the Spirit of conviftion comes « God 
e vile in mans eye then any worme; 
'ift faid in another cafe of himklfej 
1.1 4m a w9rme4mdH0 man • fo may 
rd compliincjl am riler in luch a ones 
len any Worme » and no God : and 
I man makes it a matter of nothing to 
pon the glorious Majetly ot Godj and 
is not aifvAed with it ; but when God 
by the Spirit oi convidien » in his 
lory; then as hf is great , (in is feene 
s bis glory a&ds andaftoniftieththe 
b (in aflf^rds the heart, 
e is a conftant light ; the foule fees 
tid death continually before it ; GoJs 
s flick faft in theioule, and cannot be 
out ; My finne it cf^er kef ere me, (aid 
»(in his renewing of the work q\ con- 
.) For inefieduaUcon^iftvoi^^xVt 
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mind is not oneiy bound to fee the mifery 
lyii^ Opon it J but it is held bound ; it is fuch 
a Sun light as never can be qaenchedithoi^h 
it may be clouded. When the Spirit of 
Chrift dms iti any lieht to fee (in, the foide 
would tume away from looking upon it, 
would not heare on that eare, -F^W^-likc. 
But the Spirit of Convi(5lion fent to make 
thorow work on the hearts of all the EleA>' 
IPollowesthemj meets them at every tume, 
forceth them to fee and remember what they 
have doncythe ieaft finn? now is like a moath 
in the eyei its ever troubling* Thofe gaftly > 
dreadfiill ob/eds of (inne, death, wrath, be- 
ing prefented by the Spirit neare unto the 
-fo^e, fixe the eye to faftenhere; they that 
can caft oflf^t their pleafurc tift lemembrance 
and thoughts of iinne and death^ne ver prove 
found, untill the Lord doth make them ftay 
their thoughts p and mnfe deeply on what 
they have done>and whither they are going. 
And hence the foule inlying downe, riiing 
up, lyes downe and rifesup with perplexed 
thoughts. What will become of me ? The 
Lord fomtimes keeps it waking in the night 
feafM, when others are afleep, and then tis 
haunted with thoft thoughts,it cannot deep; 
it looks back upon every day,and week^Sab- 
both, Sermon, Prayer, fpeeches> and thinks 
ril this day, this week, &c. the goodneflfa of 
ji the I^d and his patience to a wretch hath 
1/ beea 
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been continued 9 but my fins alfotre conti- 
nued ; I (in in all I doc^ in all my prayers, in 
all I thinks the fame heart remaines ftill not 
humbled, not yet changed. 

And hence you Qiali obferye, tkat word 
which difcovf red fin at firft to it, it never 
goes out of the mind ; I thmk faith the foule 
I Ihall nerer forget fach a m^n, nor fuch a 
truth. Hence alio it the foale grow light and 
careleiTe at fome tisie , and calls off the 
thoughts of thefe things, the Spirit returnes 
againe, andfalls a reaiooing with the foule. 
Why hafl: thou done this ? what hurt hath 
the Lord done thee ? will there never be an 
end ? haft not theu gone en long enot^ in 
thy leud courfes againft God, but that thou 
(houldft ftill adde unto the heap? haft thou 
not wrath enough upon thee already ? how 
foone may the Lord ftop thy breath i and 
then thou knoweft thou hadft better never to 
have been borne ; was there ever any that 
thus refifted grace,that thus adventured upon 
the fwords point ? haft thou but one friend, 
a patient, long^fufiering God, that hath left 
thy confcienCe without excufe long agoe, 
and therefore could have cut thee off, aid 
doft thou thus forfake htm, thus abufe him f 
Thus the Spirit foUowcs ; and hence the 1 
foule comes to fome meafiireof confeifion of 
Gone ; Oh Lord I have dene exceeding wic- I 
kedly ; I hive been worfc then the botfetSwiVx 
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auhcthinto the battle, bccaufe it fees not 
icath before it ; but I have fecn death before 
neinthefewayeSyandyetgoeony and ft .11 
inne» and cannot but Bnne : Behold mee, 
I ord, Ur I am Tcry Tile. When thus the 
Spirit hach let into the ibule a clcare. really 
conftant lights to feelinneanddLathi now 
there is a ihorow conviction. 

But you will lay. In what meaiiire dotl 
the Spirit coaimiuiicare this light ? 

I OiiU therefore open the tourth par- 
ticular , t^*^« Toe tneaiU'e 01 Ipirituall coovi- 
ftion in all the eleA, viz.. 

So much convicl'on of Hn as may orin^ in 
aiid work compunftion lot linne* to much 
iightof iiiineas may briag in feuie of (inne, 
fo TQch is neCvifaTV and no more. Everv one 
hach :^.oc the lame mciuire ct cc»nv:cticn, 
• vet a^i rile elect have 5c mai: have to much : 
for lb much convidion is necedory as may 
j attaiiie tae end of cunvictioi:. Now the ji««^ 
' pr9xmM, orn;ixt;;nd or cj^iviclionia the 
I ciect, IS compundioii, or icnic ci iinnc ; for 
! whdc good cai) ic dccf jnco intin to ice lin, 
: and not :o :)eadccled .vich if ? What grea- 
, ter mercy uoco :he Lord .hew txj the eicit 
I h€rcin,ihen unto theDevils andRcpro jates> 
i who ihnd coiuiticed . anu .^novv they ire 
; wicked aiid condeuanc-; 2\xt vx: cheir hciots 
. altogether aiaiirdcu Aichaiiv trur rcmorlc 
] for iiii? Aitae i^vir.uith ^irtmy. .jfr 'ztts f»j 
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heart. The Lord^fems the eares of his to in- 
ftrnftioBp^i4*^i»ifib<A»w^/r. Some think Job 35. 
that there is nothorowconricTiion, without . '^> ^7- 
fooie tffedtion. I dare not fay fo, nor grill I 
now difpute whether there is not fome- 
thing in the nstare and eflence of that con- 1 
viftion the ded have different from that » 
convidion in reprobates and devils ; tis £uf- ' 
ficient now ; and that whicb reachcth the 
end of this queftion^ to know what mcafure 
of convidion is neccflary, I conceive the 
deere dilfeerning of it is by rhe immediate 
and (enJRble efifed of it^ viz.. So much as af* 
fefts the heart truly with (in. 

• Bat if you aske. What is that fenfe of fin, 
and what meafiire of this is necc fTary ? that I 
fliaU anfwer in the dodrine oi compun- 
ftion» 

Let not therefore any foule be difcoura- 
gcd^andfayj was never yet convinced, b;;- 
caiife I have not felt fach a cU are» reall, con- 
ftant light to (ee fin and death as others nave 
dine: confider thou^if the end of convidion 
beattained, which is a true fcnfeand feeling 
offin, thou htfl: then tiSat meafore which is 
luift meet for thee^ more then which the 
Lard regards not in any of hif; bat you that 
walkeupanddowne with convinced con- 
loeneeSy and know your dates arc mifcrubie 
and finfuU, and that you pcriih it you dye 
inth»tcondijion,andyetfaaveaofcv\fev\ox\ x 
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feding ; no forrow nor af flidion of fpirit 
for th^e evills. I tell you tht Tcry derills are 
in fome rcfpcft nearer the Kingdomc of 
God then you be, 'who fee, and fcele, and 
trexnble;'wee,woe to thoufands that live un- 
der con viding Minifteries whom the word 
often kits, and the Lord by the Spirit often 
meets, and they heare and know their (ins 
art oaanyitheir cftatcs bad, and that iniquity 
will be there roine, if thus they cgntinue^yct 
all Gods light is without htat, and it is but 
the fhining of it upon rocks , and cold 
ftones; they are frozen in their dregs : be it 
knowncto you, you hare not one drop of 
that conviftion which begins ialfation. Be- 
fore I paft from this to the fccond work of 
compundion, let me make a word of appli- 
cation. 

If the Spirit begins thus with convidion 
of fin, then let all the Minifters of Chrifi 
CO- work with Chrifl, and begin with their 
people here ; . bee faithful! witnefles unto 
Gods truth, and^gi^e warning to this fecure 
world, that the fentence of dtath is paft, and 
the curfc of God lyes upon every man for 
the Icaft GniLift up thy v§yce likg sTrmmfci, 
was the Lords words to J/sidb. Jfay 5 8. i . 
^nd teU them of their fm ; Thoft Bees wee 
call drones that have lofl thek fting. When 
the f4lt eft he earth (the Minifters of Chrift, 
Matth.^.) have loft thttf acrimony and 
(har^nejGTf, 
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fharpneflc, or faltncflfe , PFhsf u it ^ocdfir 
IfHt to becafi 6Ht f your hearers will putrify 
and corrupt, by bearing ftich dodlrineo only, 
as never fearch.When the Lord inflidcd a 
grievous curfe upon the people , Ezffk^ . 3 , 
2if .'the Lord Qeude£'Cfi(^V/dumbe that hce 
(hould not be a reprover to them; What was 
the lamentation of lertmy ? thy Prophets 
bsvc fsen vsine Mnifo9Ufl? things f^r thte, 
dndhave not difcovered thine iniquity r how 
would yoa have the Lord Jefus by his Spirit 
to convince men ? mud it not bee by his 
word ? verily you keep the Spirit of Chrift 
from falling down upon the peojileiif you re- 
fufeto indeavourto convince the people by 
your word. Other do<5hincs are fwect and 
neccffary ; but this is in the firft place moft 
ncccflfary. Beware of ptrfonating, beware of 
bitterneflc and paflion , but oh convince 
with a fpirit of power and compaflion ; 
and hec that (hall bee inftnimentali unto' 
Chrift in this or any other work for Chrifts 
fake, unto him the Lord will be the princi- 
pal! agent, and by him will attains his own 
ends,itni(b his great vy^ork, gather in his 
fcattered ftieep, who are in great multitudes 
throughout the Kingdoroe fcattered from 
him; tf once they be throughly convinced, 
that they are utterly loft,and gone out of the 
way. 

May Qot this aKb be iad reproof c ivvittt- Wr j^« 
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rour to them that fttnd it out agninft all 
meansofconvidioiij and will not fee their 
(in> nor beleeve the fearful! wrath of God 
due to them for fin; not a man fcarce can be 
found , that will come to this conclufion; I 
am afinfuU man, and therefore lamadcad^ 
I am a condemned man: but like wild beafts 
fljr froiTiktheir fnirfuers into their hole3> and 
thickets,and dens; their (infull extenuations, 
excufes , and apologies for (in , and for 
themfeWeSj and if they bee hunted thither, 
and found out therci then they rt(ift) and ar- 
ticle againft that truth which troubles them; 
They fi^itter^hemjelvts in their oy^ne ijn , 
HntiU their imtjHitiej be foftni mpfi hatefteB. 
Many a man diflikes the text , the ufe , e- 
rp;.ciallythe long ufo wherein hislinne is I 
toucht, and his coniciencc toft; efpecially 
if it be bis darling fin , his lier§diAS ,. his 
Rimm0»i efpecially , if wit hall he thinks that 
theMiniftermeaneshiaiyh^ will not fee it 
nor conteffe it; Specially if hee apprehends 
he (hall lofe his honour, or his jilver fhrines 
and profit by it; he will not fee his fin, that 
he may not be troubled in confcic:Bce for his 
fin, that io he may not be forced to confefie 
and forfake his finne, and condemne him^ 
felfe for it before God and men. Oh Lord, 
I mourne that I can fcarce meet with a man 
that either cares to be, or will be convinced; 
but hath fomething alway to fay for him- 

felfe. 
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fcifei their fins arc noir fo great, they tre not 
fo bad^ but have feme good » and therefore 
haTC fome hope ; and if God be mercifully 
it {% no great ipattcr though they be excee- 
ding (infull,or fome fuch thtng;their mouths 
are not flopped to fay nothing for th'^m- 
fclves, bat guilty. There is leffe conYiftion 
in the world in this igc , then jmany are £- 
ware of. For I believe that all the powers 
of keilconfpire together to blind mens eyes 
and darken mens minds in this great work 
ofChrifi::Pr;«ri^w ^hfi^^ it is policy to flop 
Chrift in his entrance i in this firft ftroake 
upon the foule; bat oh, little dee yoa think 
what you doe herein » and what woe you 
work to your felves hereby; doft thou ftifle 
andrefift thcfirft breathings of Chrifts Spi- 
rit when he comes to fave thee ? what hurt 
will it be to know the worft of thy condi- 
tion now , when there is hope hereby of 
comming out of it; who mud elfe one day 
fee all thy fins fVfdrJ^y before thte to thy e- 
ternall anguiflb and terrour? ?f. 50. 21. 
When the Lord (hall fay to thee as unto D/- 
vei^ Rememlftr in thj life time than hsdfl thy 
good things irtmtmhtifM^i a time, fuch a 
pUce, fuch a fin; which then you would not 
fee. But now thou (halt fee what it is to 
ftrike an infinite God. Remember thou waft 
forewarned of wrath to come, but thou 
wouldeft not beleeve thy (elfe accwtltdi^tViX 
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fo thou oiightcft haTc felt thy ncec) oi bim 
that was made a curfe to blcfl<! tbee ; tnd 
therefore fcelc it now ; oh yoa will wiQi 
then that you had knownc this evill in that 
j§Hr ^iij.What (loft thoutalkc of grace? tfaoo 
t^inkeftfhou haft' grace, when as thou haft 
not the firft beginning, nay not th^ moft re- 
mote preparation for it ift this work of con- 
virion ; what fhould wee doc for fuck as 
thcfe,but with leremy ler. 13.17. ifjou wiS 
not heart , mj fouU Jhai weep in fecret f&r 
jomr fride ? , 

Oh be peri* waded therefore to remeoiber 
your finspaft^and to confider of your waycs 
now. AU the prophaocncffe of thy heart, 
and life, all the vanity of thy yeuth, Ecelef. 
11*9. all your fecret fiiis, all your finnes a- 
gainft light and love, checks and vowes; all 
that time wherein thou didft nothing elfc 
bu t live in fin; thus Gods people have done, 
EK^k^ <J. p. thus all the cleft ftiall doc; oh 
confider the Lord rfjwrwi^^r/ th^m aM, and 
that with gricfe of heart againft thee,faccaufe 
thoa forg^ttcft them , fuff. 2. 7 . Hce that 
numbers thy haircs, and tek the fparrowes 
that fall, numbers much more thy fins that 
fall from thee; they arc written down in his 
black book. They are not trifles, for hec 
minds not toyes; the bookes muft bee ope- 
ned ;oh reckon no w,y ou have yet time to cal 
tbcm to mind€^ wluch it twy be fhaU not 
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centinae long ; it is the Lords complaint, 
Icr. 8. 6. of a wicked generation , $h4t hee 
could hcAre no mdn fay , H^hdt h^vt 1 Jontf 
fVinnow jour f fives y{z% the word is, Efh. 
t. 1.) Ohfcofle not worthy to he beloved. \ 
pronounce unto you from the eternall God, 
chat ere long the Lord will fearch our leru^ 
fsUm with candles , he will come with a 
fword in his hand to fearch for all iecure fin- 
ners in city and countrv,unleflle^ou awaken; 
be« will make ipquintion for blood , for 
oaths, for whoredomes which grow com- 
sion ; for all fecret &n% we are frozen up in; 
oh be willing, be but willing that the Lord 
fliould fearch you arid convince you^ now 
in this evening time of the day , before the 
night come> wherein it wil be too late to (xf^ 
I wifli I had confidercd of my waies in time; 
of all fins, none'can fo hardly ftand with up- 
rightnefle, as a feaet unwillingnelTe to lee 
• and be convinced of iin, lohn 3 . 20. 2 1 • The 
helps and meangs for attaining hereunto arc 
thcle. 

Bring thy foale to the light; dcfirc the 
Lord in prayer as lot did, JVhat I fee not , oh 
Lord, jhew tne^lok^ 34. 32. Set the glafle 
of Gods law befor^ thee, look up in the vsix^ 
ni fiery of the word unto the Lord^ and fayi 
Oh Lord fearch me; the Sunneof this holy 
#oTd difcovers motes : on the Sabbtth day 
attend to all that which is fpokcn^^^ {^oVi^xOv 
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unto thecythcn examine thy Idfe when thou 
haft kifure. When D^lvU faw {PJmI. 19.) 
how fftrt the law was , he cryes out ^ JVh^ 
knrmes hu err9rs ? 

Look upon every convfdion of thy con- 
fciciKC for fin, as tnarr^^ft^nd warning gi- 
ven from the Lord himfeUe ; for fometiBies 
tlie word hits, and conlcience flartlcs , and 
iiuth , This is tx^y (inne, my condition; 
yet how uluall is it then for a man to 
put a men>' tace upon a foule confciencc? I 
howcftdoemcntuinkthisisbut the word 
of a man who hath a latitude ^iven hixn of 
reproving fin in the Pulpit, and wee nr.uft 
give way to them thereif] ? or clfe their 
h^ansrife and fwcU againft the man and 
word allb; and ^hy is it thus ? becanle hec 
thinks it is man only that fpcaks ; whereas 
did he fee and believe that this was a ftroke, 
a warning) an arrcft , a check from the cm- 
nipotect God, would he then grapple think 
you with him? would it paffc lightly by him 
thenAVhen Eli heard S^mml denounce iad 
things at^ait.ll his houCe , It is tke Lord (kid 
Eli , I S*zm. 3.18. when Pdul faw JcfiiS 
fpeaking, JVhj ferfecutefl thou me ? A as 9. 
ht falls downe afioni^hcd » aqd dares not 
kickf d£ainft tbt friil^s any longer ; /m 
arreft in the Kings name comes with autho- 
rity, and awes the heart of the man in debt. 
* Doe not judge of finnc oy any other rule, 

but 
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but IS God judecth of it iccording to tbe 
rule of the word by which ail mcRS w»yts 
(hill be judged it the lift dzj r what made 
Sanl^ I Sdm. 1 5 « extenuate his (in to 4f4w/y«> 
^/? he judged not oi it air the Lord in his 
word d|d ; For had hee done fo j hee would 
haveieen JifaindUnce to a command as bad 
as witchcr^$y IS Samuel told hioi; which al- 
fo made his proud heart (ink^and fay, 1 have 
Jinncd: remember for this end thefe Scrip- 
tures, i{^^. !• 18. Rem. 1.9. Rem. 6. 23. 
Gal. 3* 10. by which thou maift fee, either I 
niuftdye,(inthefl:ate I amj or God hici- 
felfc muft lye.Remembcr that an amgrj leet^ 
ar wcrd\% mterder in Gods account ; a rMn^ 
ten eje^ an Mnekafi themght is AMlterj be- 
fore a holy God; before whofe TrifaunaU 
thou muft give an account of every vaine 
thought and word. And therefore doe not 
judge of (inne by the prefent pleafure, gaine, 
honoufj or eafe in it; for this is a falie ruk : 
Mefesf^fcek the fUafures of fin for afeafeny 
Hek. 1 1 . ay . tJor yet by not teeling any pu- 
nifliDienC for it , for God referves rerath^ 
Nahnnf^ i. a. till the day of reckoning; Nor 
yet by the efteem that others generally have 
of it , who mike no more of wounding the 
Sonne of Gojd by (io^then they doe of crufli- 
ing vermine under their feet ; Nor yet by the 
praftifeof others^EverymandnSjind there- 
I fore I hope I Ihall doe as vraWuotY^t^ x\v 
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Nor^et by feeing thy fdfe bcttcr,ind thank- 
ing God thou art not as other men; it may 
be fo, thou didft ncTcr ftealc^ nor whore,nor 
Murder as yet; that is not the quefVion, but 
haft thou had any one vaine thought in pray- 
er ? haft thou heard one Sermon unprofita- 
bly ? haft thou finned ? then know God 
fpared not the Angels that finned , and how 
wilt thou efcape, unleflfe the Lord dye for 
thee f Nor yet laftly judge of it by thy own 
opinionofGod^in thinkfHf God u likf mnto 
fifr^r, that as thou fflakcft light of it, ib hee 
oiakcthlelle; Ppil. 56. 21 . Oh take heed of 
judging the cvill of fin by any of thefe rules : 
oh remember all men are apt to thinke of 
themfeWes better then they are, An if# Aifi 
Uind } tiy the Pharifets : uke heed that by 
judging of fin by theft falfe rules^you deceive 
not your felves. 

Let this laftly be a ufe of thankfailnefle, to 
all thofe whoffe tyts the Lord hath opened 
to fee, and fo convinced you of your unnes. 
When DAvid was going in the heat of his 
Spirit to kill Nabsil , and AIngMl met him 
and ftopt him, what faid he i Oh l^UJftd h§ 
the Lord for thy cotiHfill ; fo when thou 
wert goin^on in the heate' and purfuit 
of thy fin, toward etetnall death ; that the 
Lord fhould now meet thee in thy way,«nd 
convince thee of thy folly, and fo ftop thee; 
whit a world of fin elfe wouldft thou have 
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committed^howTile wouldft thoukave bin? 
oh fay therefore^ BUGcd be thtt Minifter of 
the Lord, and blefTcel for ever be the ntme of 
the Lord that gave me that counfell. It is 
faid, Chrift will ffffd the Comforter to <'p»- 
!¥ince offifjne; is it a comfortable thing to 
fee fin? yes, it (hall one day bee matter of 
nnfpeakable comfort to you that ever you 
faw fin; that ever he (hewed thee that my- 
fteiy of iniquity in thy heart and life , thofe 
arcand imfirii^thokkcvets of the power 
and dominion of firne over thee: Thou /halt 
not hate, Ifut reprove thj hot her. If the Lord 
(hould fccrctly keep thy finne glowing in 
hisownebofome againft tbeCi and never re- 
prove thee for it, nor convince thee of it; no 
greater figne of Gods evcrlafling hatred a- 
gainft thee.Oh it is infinite love that he hath 
called thee afide and dealt plainly and fc- 
cre^ly with thee, and will you not be thank- 
full for this ? The Lord might have left thee 
in thy brntiCh eftate, and never made known 
thy latter end ; never have told thee of thy 
fiane or fiood before it comes. 

It may be you will fay, If I felt my finne, 
atid were deeply humbled for it,I could then 
be thankful! that ever X &w it; what is it t» 
fee fin ? 

This is a favour the Lord ibewes not to 

I all mankindi many have no meanes to bring 
them to the knowledgec^k, aaS tVvott ^V^^V 
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hive yet arc fmitten with a deep flecp uoder 
rhele flieancsthat they know not when death 
\$ at their ddores^ nor what fin naeanes; and 
this it mty be is the condition of fomc 
of thy poore friends and acquaintance , 
that think it ftrange that thou runneft ngt 
with them in the laaae way as they doe. 

SHppofe fooie Reprobates doe fee fin, yet 
the Lord puts a feaet vertue in that work 
I ofconfidion upon thee, which makes thee 
cry toheayenfor aSpirit of brok^neflefbr 
fin; which without this light ot finne, thoa 
wottldft neYcr fo much as bare defired; and 
tkia they have not. 

However, convidion is a work of the 
Spirit^ though it fhould be but common«and 
wilt not be thankful! for common mercy^ 
(uppofc it be but outward ? how much 
mof? for this that is fpirituall , though it 
(hould be common f efpeciiily confidering 
that it is the firft fimdamentall work of the 
Spirit, and is feminally alK Senfe of fin be- 
guis here* and arifeth hence ; at ignorance 
of fin is feminally all fin.* Remember that 
the difcovery of Fmx in the Vault, was the 
preferyation of England; wc ufc to remem- 
ber the day and houre of the beginning of 
fome great and notable deliverance ; oh re- 
member this time wherein the love of 
Chrift firft brake out in convincing thee of 
thy fin.who els hidft certainly periihed in it; 

' Kxvd 
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Andthusmuchot this firft work of Conri- 
^on; nowilic fccondtoUowcs^Campun- 



Si CT. III. 
TbifKoniAli »lChrifitf»wt^jin vtrk' 
'■ ing CvmfmtlhfH #r /in/t tifjtM. 

COmpundion pf^i^g at the heart or 
fenfc and feeliEe9tTiji,isdiffercnt from, 
conviAion ot iin; t^ litter is the Work ot 
the uiidctlUndim>^ad^tcd is that prin- 
cipally; the otl^CTis'iR the ifftftions isd 
willj and feiiedf heron principtUf ;,»oi»n 
may havefighteffin, without foirow and 
fcnfcof it; Dmi^. ati. with 2o.zi, Imuj i. 
14, Rtm. 1. 20, 21.. Yet tkau convidioQ 
which the Spirit werkcs in the £led is ever 
accoBipiniedwithcoinpunfflon,iirfiorlait 
For the better unfolding of this point , let 
meopenthefefourcthings (o you. 
"i. Thttcompundien or fenfe of {in>, im- 
mediately ftalloUrsconviftioD of iiD.in 
the day ot Chrifti power. 
2. Theneccflityof this work to fucceed 

the other. 
J. Whercioitconfifts. 
4, ThemeafareofitinalllheElefl. 
That compunftion followcs conviifKon, 
it evident from Scripture and KcaroD',t<9(£{i 
M 
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2.37. JVhenthej he^rithii y thtt is» whed 
they fa wind were conTinced of their finne 
ia crucifying the Lord of life , which they 
'! did not imagine to be a Qnne before > what 
folio WC6 next? it is faid, Th§j wire frickfi 
4tthehe4rt\ Loe^hereis compuniflion. £- 
fhraim alfo in turning unto God, ler.^i. 



I p.hatb thefe words; 
^edylfmetemfn 
calamity befallen 
Jhameiyeven c§nfi 
the repreach efmj j 
veh hearing by the 
dye within forty da 




thatl was inftrth 

; fas men in great 

i.todoe)/ wMi0h 

MH/e iMdieare 

e men of Ninc'^ 

ey were all to 

ythey beletved 



/ 



God, (in the week ofiM^^iftion) and then I 
UXLto faek'cUth and'd/h'ei Qn the work of 
companAion) whicb did immediately fol* 
lew. Jefiahj 2 Chret^./j/^. 17. in his renew- 
ed returne unto God , after hee heard the 
words of the law, hk heart milted^ and he 
weft befere the L9rd.Foi vtHkt is the end ot 
convidlion? is it not compunction? for if the 
Lord flxould let a man fee his fin^ and deatfi 
for finnc , and yet fufftr the heart to remains 
hard and unaffeAed, the Lord did but leave 
him without excufe , nay the Lord (hould 
but leafc him under greater nfiifery^fc under 
a more fearful! Judgement; vi^cAox a man up 
fee and know his (inland yet unaffeded with 
it, and hardned under it; hardndde of heart is 
one of the greateft judgements; to iee finne 
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and not to be tScfttd with it ^ irnies cm- 
icr htrdncffc. For it is no wonder ifthcy 
tbat fee not and know not fm^reiMin fenfe- 
Icfle of fin; tUsl they know not what they 
doc; but for a man to be enlightned^ and fee 
hisfinnct and yet unafteded; Lord>how 
gretc is this hardnelTe 9 tndhow unexcafa- 
ble will fuch a man be left before Go<i,when 
the Lord (hall reckon with him for his hard- 
neife of heart i Whatisthe end of that light 
the Lord lets into the underftanding in o* 
ther things f k it not that thereby the heart 
might be affefted throughly with it? Why 
doth the Lord let in the light of the know- 
ledge of Chrift and of his will? Is it that this . 
knowledge (hgold like froth float in the un* 
dcrftanding, and be imptifoned there f No 
terily9 but that the heart might be through- 
ly and deeply a£R:ded therewith. And doe 
yott think the Lord will in the light of con- 
Tiftion impriibn it up io the mind ? is there 
nota fiirtMtend that by this light the heart 
m^ht be aeeply affedcd with hone ? if any 
&y that the end of conviction is to drive the 
ioale to Ghrifl, Igrtnt that is the remote 
^laftendof it,but the next end is com- 
pundlion. For if the underftanding be con- 
vinced of mi(ery,and the heart remain hard, 1 
the mind may fee indeed that righteoalbefle 
and life only is to be had in Chrift , yet the 
heart remaining hard>the wil md ^i£d^wA \ 
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V ill iHfVtfr IHr toivariiChriftiiu impofliblea 
litre! heart remaining fuch wholly unaSe- 
Icd with (in or luifcrjTi tliould be truly affe- 
ied with Jcfas Chriil; but of this more i 
hereafter. " 

What neceflity ts there of this compun- 

ftion,co fucccxHl conTidion? 

I fpeaW no vv of nccdfit]r in way of ordi- 

I nar^ di(pcniatioii,notof Uods unufualland 

i exrriordiijarv wav of workioe* where hce 

\ utch neither Law tKyr ooipeli fas ordiaa 

. rily keioth) to work by. Many have be^n 

: 0!:'lin^larelyatthis dodrine,aad dcound, 

' What need is there oi lofn)W a.^d coiD:7a.'> 

.^it>n of heart? A aun naay be converted oa- 

ly bv :hc Goipcll,a:id God ixuy l-c 'u\ fwecc- 

i^.tici^i K^v wicboaranv Tcair oi iinc or 

•-u..«y,iiiiu my expericive I hive found 

:: K\ oc.tew ;^odIv ar^d 5ruc:o;;s alio fccie it 

10 : way cieccturt ioc any ^iL-de lixh i ne- 

c^iHcv oJ* co^i.ji:^^ !0 cv :h;s D«i:k-dooce 

a:::o Chrui ■ Th:i>poi.x I oji^ctljre ;>s very 

s^ci^n:y,i:!d £uch JonuLer in dc:v/ii3g the 

rrucijflc; yecw.iaiii, cncre MCrA% usiaca 

i:e*:decnci!L \.i aincL;:*§ of i:, Icil any ituai- 

Die; and :.icr;:roic ^ercrc I i^w io - ac the 

retiousco .bcw tr»c .:ev::it!i 7 of ic ; gtve me 

leave :o proiMdui:d i-ieie rules >jcii cor cne 

Jietrin^ of oic joh*:, ai:c iniwet'ry: iundry 

: jojectsoiisuiLauv :2iaac: Xuuuc this sumt. 

, I. RMlg^] III cilis wclK u£ i^:uit*ui:chcn ,. ioe not 

rhink 
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t the Lord htth not wrought tny 
f of finnc, beciufe you find it not in 
afureas you imagine you ihould, 
have, and that others-feielej fenfe of 
s degrees. I doubt not bat Ufephf 
were humbled, yet lofefh muft be 
mud be caft into the ditchiind into 
1, and the iron mufi enter not onely 
fgs,but into his/i/ir/tfjP/i/.ioj.iS. 
)c more af flidcS in fpif it , becaufe 
) doe greater work for God, and; 
t raifed up higher then the reft, and 
did need the more billaft ; fome 
ed more civilly then others, and 
ave contracted leffe guilt and ft out- 
icart againfl: God and his wayes, 
thefe haye not fuch cailfe of trou- 
icing lefTerngged^haveleflc tktcA of 
!W themsfome mens fbrrowbreakif 
them more fuddenly,ltke ftorms 
:hes of the fea , and the Lord is 
to hafteb and finiflti his work in 
•c fpcedily, and it may be more ex- 
; f for every Chtiftian, is not a f aire 
:iii thofe ASts 2.37. In others their 
foake in by degrees , Gnttd cavat 
:he Lord empties them by conti- 
jpings i and hence fecle not that 
^f forrow that others doe : every 
is not a HemM , Pf*L 88. who 
hifiSUng fenret 'sni tcrr^nrs frdntX 

E h\^ 
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his youth Hf^ver.i^ v^hui$affli£ied wnh ^M 
Cods wdvss^ ver. 7. for he was a man of ex* 
cecding high parts and gif t8> as y 1 u ina} f re, 
I King./^/^i. and thertfore tht Lord Had 
need oi haneing fome fpcciall plumipcts oji 
his heart to keep it ever low, Icftitfkpuld 
be litted up above oieafore. Spme knu «t 
(iQ the Lord will work in all heiav/s, but 
not the fame mcafure; the Lord gives not 
alway unto his^that which is good in it idU 
(its good I confeflc to be deeply aflfecr(cd a:.d 
httmbled) but that which is fitiaud thcrctbre 
bcft for thee. 

\ « Doe not think there is no compunftion or 
fenfe of fin wrought in the foule^becaule you 
cannot fo ckcrly difcernand fccle it^ iH>r the 
time of the working and firft beginnmg of 
it. I have knowne many that have come 
with complaints^they were never humbled^ 
they never felt it fo^ nor yet could tell the 
time when it was fo> yet there it lath been 
and many tiflies they have Horn it by the help 
of others fpedacles* and blcft God tor it. 
When thev in Efay 6^. ij. complained. 
Lord why hdfi thou hardneaour hearts fir.om 

^/^/mrr; doe you think there was no foft- 
nef&, nor fenfibleoefle indeed ? Yes verily^ 
but they felt nothing but a hard heart , nay 
fuch hardncfle as if the Lord had plagued 
them withitby hisowneimmediate hand, 
and not borne and bred with them onely , as 

with 
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ither men. Mtny afoiile may think thcf 
lathleftit^ nay (mittei) it )vith t hard 
and fo make his mofteefit, yet the' 
lath wrought reall foftnefle,onc[c;rfeit-> 
:fle;as many times in Reprobates there 
fuftnefle, when within there is realt 
:fle. The ftony^round-h^era were 
:4 and broken oathe top>but were fto- 
he bottome.Some men may be Wouii^ 
itwardly and mortally, r his may eaifiiy 
remed. The Lord aaty Wound otfaeM 
ey may bleed out,tlic}r Jbrrow is moit 
dlyandfccredy, and therefore candot 
with their finger to their ivound Wo-^ 
:an. 

; not think the Lord Wbtks compdn* [ i* Auk. 
in all the Eieft in the famech-cum^ 
ill work of the Spirit, but oncly in fhtf 
ubftahtiall work : th6 Lord worksCiat' 
nfeof (in for the fttbti^nte and truth^of 
there are many circaihftantiall works^ 
3 many inlargements dhd comments 
one and the fameTekt.' Ex. grMkt. 
me (in that afiefts P^lXt may be dbth 
ieft LjdiA or Affiles. The fame noti^ 
r the aggravation offinne in one, due 
>me into the mind of tHe oth<H: * thi 
:omplaints, and prayers, and turning); 
it in the one, may notbeinthe faiti^ 
lihnces, and with the like efFefts as in 
her< and yet both of themfetUCvR^icvV 

E.2 .. lYvttt" 
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Iciiis was the Mefliab, which they foon diet 
when the Lord fent the nacanesto reveak 
Chrift; and thercforcX^Jw, a JcwiCb pro- 

2 4. and lb was the Eunuch^ Att. %', ay. and 
in the fame condition as tbeCenturion,^fiF. 
i o. %.ififh$fe4r€d Gadiandwh0fi prayers wtre 
0€C€ftid^v€r.j^. (which cannot bewithoDt 
faith) yet did not know that this Jefus au- 
cified was the Mefliah , nntill Feter cane 
unto hini« So that fuppofe here Was no fenie 
or forrowipr nnne, at this time ; doth it 
therefpre follow they never had any when 
the Lord, at firft wrought upon them ? are 
thefe examples in perfons converted^ fit to 
fhew forth <jods work in perfons uncon« 
verted ? in fome things mdecd they are cx- 
imples^ in others not fo : their exam^letfof 
beieeving inChrift are not in that ad exam-, 
pies of forro w for want of Chrift. And yet 
let me adde^to fay that God opened LyS^*% 
heart to bele^ve in Chrift,and yet opened not 
her heart to lament her finne and mifery in 
her eftate without Chrift, ((uppofe (he were 
without Chrift J is more then can be proved 
from the Text ; for tis (aid, Hpr heart wof- 
pened t9 attendefvtp the things that r^ere fi^ 
ken by fanl ; and can any think that Taul^ or 
any ApoftlC) everpreached Chrift without 
preaching 'the need men had of him ? mid 
/ cmid any preach^heir need of Chrift^ with 
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out preaching mens undone and finhiU eftite 
without ChriU ? and doe you think that Zj-- 
£d WIS not made to attend unto this ^ doc 
you think that when Phil/f came to open 
tUt^ $ i. of E/ay to the Eunuch^ that Cbrifi 
was trtiifeJ f9r 0ur iniquities • that he did 
net let him underftand the infinite evill of 
(inne and mifery of ail (inners, and of htm in 
(peciall, unlcfTc the Lord Jefus was bnxifed 
for him ? 

In examples recorded in the Scripture of 
Gods convcrtir^ gi'^ce^ doe not think they • 
had no (brro w for (inne, becaufe it is net di- 
ftindlly and exprtfly fet downc in all places: 
for ihe Scripture ufually fets downe matters 
very briefly, it ottentimes (uppofeth many 
things, and refers us ro judge o\ fome by o- 
tfcer places ; tssAEls 6. 7. it is faid, M^njpf 
the Priefis were obedient t$ the faith ; doth it 
therefore follow that they did immediately 
beleeve without any fenfe of finae ? Look to 
a fiiller example^ AEls 7.. and then we may 
fee, as the one were converted to the faith, 
fo were the other, having a hand in the fame 
fin. I Tim. 1.13,14. fauly he wSS a ferfe^ 
enter ^ hnt the Lerd received him t» mercy , 
tnd tinxGods grace wMt abundant in faith and 
ieve • doth it hence follow that FmI had no 
caftings do wn, becaufe not mentioned here? 
If we look upon ASts $. we £bkU fee it o* 
therwife. 

E 4 ^^^ 
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Doe not judge of geDerali and common 
workings pithe Spirit upon the fouls of any 
to be the beginnings of tficftuall and fpecial 
converfion ; for a man may have fome in- 
ward and yet' common knowledge of the 
Gofpel ^nd of Chrift in it^before there be any 
forrow for finne ; yet it doth not hence fol- 
low that the Lord begins not with compun- 
dion and forro w, bccauft common WQtH is 
not fpeciall and efieduill work ; when the 
Spirit thus ^omj^s^ If e firft begins hcre^as we 
(h^ prove* 

The tcrrours, and fetres, and fenfe of finnc 
and death^ be m themfclvcs afflidions of 
foale^ tnd of themfelves drive fro i\ Cbrift ; 
yet in the hand of Chrift^by the power of the 
Spirit, they are made to Icad^or rathtr drive 
unto Chrift> which is able to turn mourning 
into joy, as well as after mourning to giyc- 
joy •• and therefore tis a vaine thing to think 
there is no need of fuch forrows which drive 
from Chrift ; and that Cbrxftoan wprk well 
enoqgh thtrtfore- without them; when as by 
the mighty power and riches of mercy in 
Chrift^ the Lord by wounding, nay killing 
his of all th(:ir caniall fecurity and felfKX)n6* 
dence/aves all his alive^ and drives them to 
leek for life in his Son. 

Thefe things thus pretnifed, let us now 
hear of thenf ceflity of this work to Iciccecd 
conviftion. 

Elfe 
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Elfc t finnet will never part with his fin ; \ Rcaf. i . 
a bare conviAipn of fin 4otb but light the 
candle to fee fin ; coaipunftion bumfcs his 
fingers^tnd that ^n^lj makes him dread the 
fire» ClcAnfc ypur hf^irtsjefinners^ dnd pr- 
rifiej9Ur he^trtsjc^d^H^le mindedmen^ (faith 
theApoftle i^y^^/y Ch^f. /{.%.) Bnt how 
I fhould this be done ? Hetnfwers^ iferft^. 
Be afflicted J andmourne^ and wee f^ ttarnjettr 
laughter intomoHrning. So l^elt. I2.the 
Prophet calls upon bis hearers to tnrne from 
their fin unto the Lord ; but how tRendyettr 
hfsartSyand net jeur garmeuts.Hot that they 
were able to do this, but by what forrow he 
requires of all in generall, he thereby cffc- 
dfaially works in the hearts of all the eleA in 
particular ; for every man naturally takes 
pleafure, nay all his delight and pleafure is 
in nothing; dfe but finne ; for God he hath 
none, but that. Now fo long as he takes 
pleafure in finne, and finds contentment by 
nnne> be cannot but cleave infcparably to it : 
Oh tis fweet, and it onely is fwect ; for fo 
long the foule is dead in finne. PleafHrein 
Jinn^xs death in finne, I 7iw.$.6.Solongas 
tis dead in finne , it is impofUble h fiiould 
part with finne ; no more then a dead man 
can break the bonds of death • And therefore 
it undenyably followes^ that the Lord muft 
firft put gall and wormwood to thefe dugs, 
bdforc the fpule will ceafe fucking, ot\c 
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villmver ftir toward Chrift, its impefliblea 
iurd heart remaining fuch wholly unaffe- 
dcd with (in or tniferjr^ (liould be truly tffe* 
fled with Jefas Chrill; but of this more 
hereafter. 

Whit neceflity is there of this compun- 
ftion^to fucceed cooTiAion? 

I fpealc no w of neccffitjr in way of ordi- 
nary difpenfation^notof Gods unufualland 
extraordinary way of working , where hee 
ufcth neither Law nor Goipeii f is ordiaa 
rilyhedothjtowork by. Many have been 
nibling lately at this do<5lrine| and demand. 
What need is there of forrow and cempan- 
6lion of heart? A man may be converted on- 
ly by the Gofpcll,and God may let in fwccc- 
nefle and joy without any fenfe of finne or 
mi/ery^ and in my experience I have found 
it fo; others godly and gracious ilfo feele it 
fo ; why therefore doe any prefle fuch a ne- 
ceHity of comming in by this baclc-doore 
unto Chrift ? This point I conce^jre is vcty 
weighty, and much danger in denying ttie 
truth of it; yetwithall, there needs much 
tenderneff;! in handling of it, left any ftum- 
ble; and therefore before I lay do ^ ne the 
reafons to (hew the neceffity of it • give me 
leave to propound thefe rules both tor the 
cleirbg of the point, and anfwering fundry 
obie<ftions ufually made about this point. 

In this work of compunftion ^ doe not 

think 
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think thtt the Lord htth not wrought any 
true fenfe of finnc, beciufe you find it not in 
fuch t meafure as you imagine you ihould, 
defire to have^ and that othcrs-feelej fenfe of 
(in admits degrees. I doubt not but Ufephs 
brethren were humbled, yet lofifh tnuft be 
aiore> he muft becaft into the ditch^and into 
the prifon, and the irom mufi enter not onely 
into his 1^3 but into his/^/ir/^;P/iAto5.i8. 
He muft be more afflideS in fpif it , beciufe 
he was to doe greater work for God , and; 
was to be raifed up higher then the reft, and 
therefore did need the more ballafl: ; fome 
are educated more civilly then others, and 
thereby hare contracted lefle guilt and ft out- 
nelTe of ht*art againfl: God and his wayes, 
therefore thefe hare not fuch caiife of trou- 
ble; and being lefTenigged^have lefle need of 
axes to hew them:r6»e mens Corrowbreak^f 
in upon them more fuddenly^ltke ftorms 
and breaches of the fea , and the Lord is 
rciblved to hafl^eb and finiflti his work lit 
them more fpeedily, and it may be more ex- 
emplarily; f for every Chriftian. is not a faire 
Coppy) as in thofe ASts 2.37. In others their 
ibrrowes foake in by d^rgrecs , Gntu cavdi 
Ufidem, the Lord empties them by conti- 
nuall droppings, and hence feele not that 
metfiire of forrow that others doe : every 
CKriftian is not a HentM^ ff^L 88. who 
fuffers J&firnStinr fearet 4nd terr^nrs JronA 
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(in. A verdon fcoofi fin is diftincl from, ind 
in order goes before our converfibn onto 
Goi. 

2. Senfe of the fweetnefTe of Gods grace 
in Chrift keeps ont (in, but it doth not thraft 
out (in ft firft. 

3 . Chr ift cannot be cffcftually fweet, un^ 
leflfc (inne be firft made bitter ; there may be 
(bme general! notice of Chrifts excellency^ 
and fome thirty pieces given^for bim ; fome 
efteeaie of his grace, and hope of his mercy, 
which may occafion forro w ; but I dare not 
(ay that this is any found or thorow w6rk, 
till after forro w. E/4jf jo. 4. Cbrift hath 
the t$ngue of the lesmed given hifn tejpeal^a 
worJinJiafoni Unto whom? It is added, 
mnte the tvcatj. They are the men that will 
prise mercy ,and they onely to purpQ(e;they 
chat ha\re telt the bitterbefle t)f (inne and 
wrath,find it exceeding hard to prizeChrift, 
andtotaftehisfweetneue; how (hall they 
doe it indeed that (ind none at all i S wect- 
ncflfe before fenfe of (inne , is like Cordials 
before purging of a foule ftomach, which 
ufually ftrengthen the humour, but recover 
not the man. 

Becanfe without this, no man will either 
ctrc for Chr ift , or feele a need of Chriit ; a 
man may fee rwant of Chrift by the power 
ofconviAion,bnthewill never feclcanecd 
aif Chrift, but by the fpirit of compunftion. 
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The vfi'hole need net thePhjfitian^but thejthai 
arejick' A whole man miiy fee his want oft 
Phyfitian, but a fick man onely feels his need 
othimjWill prize him,fencl for him/ hythe 
whoU you ire not to Qnderdand fuch as ha ye 
no need indeed ofChrift(forwhat finncr but 
hath need of him ? ) but fuch as feel no need 
of him : as by fish, cannot be meant fuch as 
are finfuU and mifetable^ for then Chrift 
fhould come aftually^ to fave all mei) i but 
thofe that did feele thenfelves fo^ as a flck 
man that feeles his iicknefle ; thefe onely are 
the afien that feele a .need and hecefHty of 
Chrift ; thefe onely wfll coim to Chrift^and 
be glad of Chrift, and be truly thankfull for 
their recovery of Chrift. And hence arifeth 
the great fin of the world in defpifing the 
G^^el, not at all affedcd with the gl^ ti- 
dings of it^ecaufe they are not afl^ed with 
their (inne and mifery ; or ]k chey be affeded 
but in part with the GofpeL it is becaufe 
they are not throughly aftedied with their 
mifery before. ^ 

And hence ii is^that when the Lord called 
his people to him, yet they would not come 
tohim^ bccaufe they were Z^r^/, and well 
enough without hios. Why did not they 
come to the Supper, being invited i it was 
becaufe they had/^rw/, and oxen,%ni.wives 
to attend anto ; they fdt no need of com- 
mii^gas the poor f^^ Urns, blin^ aud h o\x i^^ 
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The Prodigaii cires not for father nor la- 
thers h<mfc^ untill hee come to fee, fJere J 

It is tnie» the grace of the Gofpel drawcs 
men unto Cbhft ; but it is very obferyable, 
that the Gofpel reirealei no grace, but with 
refpeft and in reference unto finners^ and 
men in extrcaine mifery ; the Gofpel faith 
not that Ch6&'\%c0mttojMve,^ but tofitvc 
fifmtrs^ 9nitp/kvei£tpe0fie from their Jinx. 
It reveales not thi^ That G^d jHJUpes nun, 
but he jnJHfier ^ ttngBiUj ; it reireales not 
this, that Chriji. dyed fir w» but that he ijei 
fir them that were weai^^ferfinners^ firene-^ 
mies. And if £b, can any inan imagine that 
this ne wes will be fweet|Unleffd men fee and 
feele the infinite mifery dFiin, and the ftuitf 
of it ? wilt not men*diy or thinkj What great 
matter is there in that? Suppefe we be fin^ 
ners aiNl enemies, yet yre are well enough ; I 
before Chrift come a mans life lies in his f 
finne. Nowfuppofeany (kould prodaime | 
to a company of Anen the great favour of I 
their Prince toward them, that he is fiicfa a 
gracious Prince, as will take away all their 
Uves ; will this be glad tidings ? Gofpd 
Grace cannot be fet out, much IdBTc felt, bat 
in reference to fin and mifery, which muft be 
firO: felt, before it can be fweet« 

Becaufe Chrift will nerer come but onely 
unto fnch as fade their milery j for you wiU 
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fay, Jttntn may come to Chrift without it: 
I lay againc, if he doth fas hce hath irany 
followcrs)yct Chrift will not come to him, 
Dorbommit himCelfetohiii;;/ fame not t» 
call the righteettSy bnt finners te refent^tfice; 
in which place note that as by the rightectss 
is not meant fuch as are fincertly fo^but fuch 
as think and find themfelves (o ; fo by /n- 
mers^ is not meant all manner cf isipenitent 
and hard hearted (innecs , but (iich as think 
and feele themfehdl (iich ; and lament 
nnder it : now God the father fent him 
only unto iuch ; he is fent not r# beaU 
the hard hearted, but the tr^kff^ hearted ; in* 
deed he is fent to make men broken hearted, 
who have hard hearts; but he isnot fent to 
heale them untUl then; the-. Lord leaves the 
ninety ninqi that need no repeBtance to 
wilder for. ever; theiane loft ihe», who 
ffeles it feliFe fo, and^eles a need . ^t Savtr 
our to cotnft ud find it ^t; who- canoot 
cpflie and 6f^<^ut him t t^ifi tojcd Jefios will 
come Dntpi^and unto him^nlyji leaving tU 
the ninety njupe* . ? 

This may laftly appiCftte hy, confideriog 
the end dt mans fall into fin, and t he publir 
filing ofthfi Law to revealelin ; and o( the 
GcipcUalCb in reference ttQt^iki and mife*- 
ry ; why did the Lord fuffio: the fidl oi iMn? 
what waa his great plot in it I it i$ appaieQt 
this, that thereby way might .t)0 madtiotX 
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the grctter marsifeftation of Gods grice in 
Chrift. The Serpent poyfons tU mankind, 
that the feed ot the Woman might have 
the glory of recovering tome j This wts 
Gods Ufl: end 1 The perdition of fome (of 
'themfelvcs) being but fubordinate unto 
i\A%^Rom. 9. 11 9 2 J. Surely AdM$ might 
have glorified grtce it he had ftood^ and God 
bad revealed his g^ce in preferving him 
Cmadeniutable)i'roaEi falling. But the Lord 
(kw grace {hoold not%e fofficiently advan- 
ced to its higheft dignity by this « and there- 
fsre fuSers him aAually to f all^ and that in- 
to an extreame depth of mifery : Now con- 
fidermansfallinic felfe cannot beameane 
o^glonfyinggracei bat rather obfcures all f 
the glory of God; hoW (hall the Lord attainc I 
his end then hereby ? truly if the Lord let I 
men fee and fede their fall and mifery by lU I 
now grace oftredwilne accepted and gib- 1 
riiied. And therefore the Lord fends the law | 
to reveale fin^and make it exceeding finfiill; 
and death for (in ; that this end mi^t be at- 
tained. GaL^. 22. And therefore feeling of 
(inland death and mifery being the meanes, 
muft precede the other as the end ; and 
therefore as grace may be feen by cooviftioo 
c^ mifery, fo the f weetnefTc ot it only can- be 
felt , by feeling mifc^ry in this worke of 
compunAion. 
Bnt you will iay^ What is this compun<5(i- 
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1 wherein doth it confift ? 
is the third particular to be opened; 
crall it is, whereby thefouleisaflPe- 
ith (inland made fenGble of (in * but 
larticMlarly, compundion is nothing 
t the pricking ol the heart, or the 
ingof the foule with fuch feare and 
for (In and inifery, as fevers the foale 
n, and from going on toward its ctcr- 
fcry : To that it congfts in three tbii^,t« 
i.Fcare. ^ 

2. Sorrow. 

3. Separation from fin; 

Lord Jcfus> when hec comes to 
his elect , look as Satan held them 
r mifery ; Firft, by blinding thdt 
5m feeing of it; Secondly, by har- 
their hearts from feeling of it ; So the 
efus having cut afunder the firlt 

Satan bv olbvidlion , breakes a- 
the fccond by compunftion , and 

the foule to feele and be aflF:Aed 
:s mifery ; and as the whok' foule 
•rded before he comes, fo ht makes 
Die foule ferfible when hec comes, \ 
reforc hee fils the confcience with! 
id the heart with forrow/ and tftoui- 

as now the will of finne is broken, 
vas hardened before thefc fcarcs and 
!sfcikduponir. Let mc opcnthefc 
arly,that you may tafl: and tc^ 'X.\\& 
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truth oi what now I deliver. 

I fty the Lord Chrift in this work of com- 
punftion lets into the heart of a fecure (in- 
ner a mar veUous fear and terrour ot the dire- 
JFioU difplcafure of God , of death, and helly 
the punifhinent ef (in : Oh beloved, look op* 
on fliofl men at this day , this is the great 
mifery lying upon them^ they doc not teare 
the wrath to come; they feare not death nor 
damning I even then when they heare and 
know it is their portion; but their hearts 
Arefettefin^Ecclef. 8. xi. 

The Lord Chrift therefore lets in this 
fearCi that look as the Lord when hee came 
to conquer the Canaanites , Exoi. 23. 27^ 
2^« He fenthie hernets be fere him , which 
were certaine fcares^ which made their 
hearts faint in the day of battell y and by this 
fubdued them; fo the Lord Chrift when hee 
comes to conquer a gpore (inner that hath 
long re(ifted him 9 and would goe on to his 
ownc perdition , lets in thefe f eares » that 
the fodle (hrinkes in with the thoughts of 
its woeful! eftate , and ctyes out fccretly, 
Lord what will become of me i( I dye in this 
condition f Paul trembles atftonifhed at his 
miiery and wickedneflfe^and now he begins 
to cry out; the Jay lour was very craeU a- 
gainH P^*/, but when the Lord Jefus comes 
I to refcut him from this condition, you iOiall 
I fee him trembling* The Lord had let in that 
/ fcare. 
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, that now he is content to doe any 
; to be fa ved from the danger be faw he 
low in ; when a man {ics danger and 
danger ncare and imminent^ now ulAh 
lUy f eares it : before Chrift come^ the 
may fee its mifery, but it apprehends 
e oS$ and hoping to efcape it , and 
* doth not feare it; but when the Lord 
; comes, hee prefenti a mans danger, 
, wrath^ and eternity neare onto him, 
encc hath no hope to efcape ity as now 
and therefore doth fearc ; aixl feeing 
lifery exceeding great, he hath an txr 
ng great ("though oft times deep J fearc 
; as men neare death and appre- 
ing it fo 9 begin then to be troubled, 
ry out when it is too Itte. The Lord 
i deales more mercifiiUy with the elcft, 
rings death and eternity neare thera 
e they draw nctrc to it ; whiles it is 
i to day .* the poore Jay lor began to 
: of killing himfelfe when feares were 
him> and fo many under this ftroke of 
[I , have the fame thoughts , becaufe 
[ee no hope; but this meafure is not in 
lis work is in all, Pu^ thtm in feare 0b 
ibsf they msj know they be kni men ; 
e this feare comes^men are above God> 
hinktheycanftanditout againft him; 
.ord therefore lets in this feare to make 
i know they bee bat mien , tt^ tVk^l 
^ Fa ywc^ 
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proud,and ftout, & grett asthcj^are,yci 
they irc not above God, and that it is in 
to kick againft the pr icks^and goe on as 
have done; for if they doe , he will noi 
dure it long. The jpirit of Bondage n 

makes men fi^f^ before the ffiirit ofy. 
n^n comes; thefe fear cs there tore are 
as the regenerate after they have receive 
fpirit of Adoption never havfr ; and tl 
fore they are fuch as purfue the ibule 
fomethreatningof the word, pronour 
dinth and perdition to him in that efl 
Ex. ffr. Hf that Meeves not iscondcmm 
ready ^ thus the wcrd fpeakes to confci( 
lohn^. ly.Thoifbeleereftnot faith a i 
o wne confcicnce, the Spirit wit^ielling 
it, therefore thou art condemned faith 
fcience; now the fpirit of Bondage , i: 
teftimonjr of Gods Spirit witneifing to 
the premises and concludon : now this 
rit no regenerate man indeed ever hath 
this time, but the fcares he hath arife 
another priiKiple of corruption ©f co 
ence,and malice of Satan through the 
fent defertion of the Spirit leaving him ; 
from any pofitive witueflc of the Spirit 
ny (uch untruth, which yet is truth , v 
the foiile is under this itrcake and not i 
ne ate : marke therefort- diligently that 
fearcistheworkeofthe Spirit of the J 
J elus, and hence it folio wes, 
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That thefeFcars are not mecrly naturall 
Dfe Rom. 2. 15.) arifing from naturall 
enceonly,\yhich only accttfc of finne, 
ver affc4; bat they are fiipernaturall, 
re arrovves (hot into the conicience 
arme of the Spirit; fo dreadful! that 
rd nor mwdiracion of death and eter* 
:an beget fuch feareSi but creates 



r 

lence it folio wes, that ihey are cleare 
, (for the Spirits work is ever dcare 

he leaves it, Efb. J . 1 5 ^^^ **'C *^^ 
lonfufed feares, aodfufpitious and fad 
hires^whereby manyaman is afraid 
iich afraid and affrighted like men in a 
c, that thinke they arc in helljyct can- 
1 what that evill is which they feare; 
7 are cleare feares whereby they di- 
r know and fee that they are mifera- 
d what that roiferyis. 
lence it foUowes that they are ftrong 
bccaufe the almighty hand of the Spi- 
them on, and fl:iakesthe foule ; they 
; weak feares which a man can fliake 
cure by weake hopes , fleep or bufi- 
Scc. like fome wiiAds that fliake the 
at never blow it downe : but thefe 
:aft down the tallcftGedar,and appall 
irt, and code the coarage and bold- 
^the men: impenitent and audacious 
The Spirit prefenting tte %t^^U^V 
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evill in eterniU reparation From God : hence 
no eviU in this world is fo dreadful! as this^I 
had better nerer been borne then to baare it 
(faith the foule) and hence cafts off all other 
thoughts, and cannot be quiet; and hence it 
is that thcfe f eares force a man to fly and 
feekoutfor a better condition. A man like I 
L0f lingers in his finne^ but thefe fearcs like 
the Angell, drive him violently out, the Lord 
faying to him , Away for thy life , left thou 
perim with the world, for thy fins arecomt 
op to heaven, thou maift dye before one day 
be at an end, and then what will become (h 
thee? Ah thou iinfuU wretched man I may 
not the Lord /uftly doe it ? are not thy fins 
grown fo great and many, that they are an 
intollcrable burden for the foule of God to 
bcare any longer? and hence you (hall ob- 
ferve,if the foul after {ad fears grows bold & 
carel< fle againe , the Spirit purfues it wi^h 
more caufc of feare, and now thd foule cries 
ont,Did thcLord cvereleft thee?Chrift (hed 
his blood to fave his people fr^m their (ins, 
then liveft yet in thy Cms, did hee erer (hed 
his blood for thee? thou haft (inned agabft 
confcience, after thou haft been inligntned 
and fallen back agtine, haft not thou there- 
fore committed theimpardonablefin ? thou 
haft had many a fairc feafon of fecking God, 
but haft dallyed and dreamt away thy time; 
is not the day of grace therefore now pafl ? 



it is trae, the Lord is yet patient and bountir 
fiiU> and lets thee lire on common mercy ^ 
bat is not all this to aggravate thy condemn 
nation a^ainft that great and terrible day of 
the Lord which is at hand ? are there not. 
better men in hell then thou art that never 
committed the like fin^thns the Spirit pur- 
fues with ftrong feares, till proud man falls 
down to the duft before God. The foule 
is now under fearei, not above them; 
and therefore cannot come out of thefc 
chaines by the moft comfortable doArine it 
heareSy nor particular application of it by 
the moil mercifuU Minifters in the world, 
untilltheLordfay3asX4«i.3. 57.^4rr noi: 
the Lord onely can aiTwage thefe ftrong 
winds* and raging waters, in which there is 
fio other cry heard pf this foule tofl[edthas 
with tempefts, but Oh I perini 1 (xAy the 
Lord making way for the ipirit of Adopti^ 
on by thefe in his eled ; drives them out to 
(eekiftherebeany hope, and fo they are 
not properly delperatefeares ; yet as I fay, 
ftrong f cares ^ not alike extenfivcly , yet 
alike intenfively ftrong in all; a (mall evill 
when tidings is broi^ht of it doth not feare> 
but if the eviU be apprehended great and 
heare too, the very fufpition of it makes the 
heart tremble; when a houfe i$ on fire » or t 
mighty Army entred the land and neare the 
city, children that know not the ^tcijlvit£t. 
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of the .£viU fearc thetn not ; but men tfaat 
know the danger are full oHeare. The wrttb 
of the I-ord that Bre thofe armies of eyerlt- 
ftingwoes, ire great evil Sy the blind world 
may not much Feare them, but all theeleft 

I' whoie minds are convinced to fee the great- 
nefle of them , cannot but fcare^ and that 
With (Irong and conftant Peaces ; nor is it 
cowardizc, but duty to feare thefe everUfi'^ 
ing burnings. And hence the foule in this 
cafe wonders at the fecurity of the wodd^ 
dreads the terrours of the Lord that are neare 
them y and ufually feeks to awaken all its 
{Kjore friends. I once thought my felf well, 
and -was quiet as you bee, but the Lord 
hath let me fee my woe, which I cannot but 
fearc; oh look you to it. 

Thus the Lord works this feare in iome in 
a greater, in othtrrs in a leflcr meafure. Oh 
conlider whether the Lord hath thusaffcftcd | 
your hearts with fearc ; oh fccure times I 
what willGod doe with us 1 many of you 
having heard the voyce of thelyon roaring, 
and yet you tremble not%The Lord hath fore- 
told you of death and eternallwoc for the 
Icaft fm, doe you beleevc it, and yet fearc it 
fiot ? how art thou then foriaken of God ? 
Many of you that like oldMariners can lau^h 
at all foule weather, and like Weathcr-codks 
fct your faces agair.ft all winds ; and if you 
far damned at laft you cannot help it, you 
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miift bcare it as well as you can, aikl you 
hopetodpeit as well as others (hall doe; 
Ok i how far are (uch from the Kingdome ot 
Godjthc I#ord not yet working nor pricking 
thy heartfo much as with feare i 

a» Sortow and mouraing fordnne is the 
fecend thing wherein Compunftion con- 
(ifts. And look as Feare plucks the foule 
from fecurity in feeing no evill to come; fo 
Sorrow takes off the pfcfent pleafure and de- 
light in finne,in a greater meafure then Fear 
doth. The Lord therefore having (mitten 
the foule, or (hot thearrowesoffVare into 
the foule; it therefore gtowes exceeding fad 
{ and heavy, thinking within itftlfc. What 
good doe wife or children, houfe or lands, 
peace and friends, health and reft doe me i 
inthemeane time, condemned to dye, and 
that eternally ; it may be reprobated never 
to fee Gods face more : the guilt and power 
of (in in heart and life lying dill upon me? 
And hereupon the foule mournes in the day, 
and in the night, defires to goe alone and 
weep ; and there confeffeth its vileneflTe be- 
fore God, all the dayes of vanity, and fins of 
ignorance, thinking. Oh what have I done 1 
and feeks for mercy, but not one fmile, no- 
thing but clouds of anger appcare; and then 
thinks, if this anger the fruit of my finnc be 
fo great,oh what are ray (ins the caufes here- . y 

of I When the Angel had (ct out tVvt fe\o't\vs^'^.-u.'v a 
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the Ifiraelites in making a letgoe with the 
Cantinites, and told them that they (koold 
be thmrnes in their ^idts^ they f^e daimte^ver. 
/^.mtdlift mf their veice^ dnd wefi:(o tis with 
a contrite finner. Note narro orly that emi-; 

nent place of Scripture, JE/iif 61 .^.the Lord 
Chrift isfent r# df^itu heamtyfer afies, smi 
the 0jU efjej for the fpirit ef heMwiueffe f 
them thdt mnrrtte. O^of whichtBotethefi: 
fbore things for the explicatioQ erf* this for- 
row or ineumiog. 

Firftjt is (uch a moumii^ as is precedent 
onto fpL'-itnall joy. And hence it is ooc faid> 
I will gtye the fpirit of gladncfie to bc^ 
mooming, fthoi^h the Lord doth fo after 
converfion) but this goes in order before 
that. EfhrdimAikcs who feeing what an 
mmmly hsfi he had been, mnMcemfimmed te 
Gedtjekf^fweius ufem hie thigh,znd hemedms 

himfelfe. It is Gods method (after Gods 
people hare finned) to fad their hearts* and 
then to tnme mouniing into joj ; much 
more at firft beginning ot Gods work upon 
the fonlci they fliall fiift moume^and lament, 
and fmite apon the thigh ; If God wounds 
thefoule for fin,it (hall (biart^and bleed too^ 
before God will heale. 

Secondly , It is a great moamingy be- 

cai^e it is called m fpirit ef momming ; As 4 

^irit offlmmber is a deep (lumber. When the 

/KMrJewesfliall beconrerted^ their great 
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fin (hail then be prefentcd before them of 
curfing and crucifying the Lord of life; as it 
wastothofe Alls 2, 36. And by reafon of 
this, there (ball be ^ great mourningy that 
they (ball defirc to gee alone in fecret every 
one afdrtjiviA take their fill of mourning^bc* 
fore the Lord efen the feunt dine of grace. It is 
not a futnmer cloudy or an April fhowre, 
that is Toone fpent, but a great mourning. 
For, 

1. Before this fpirit of (orrow come, a 
mans heart takes great delight in his finne^tis 
his God^his life^andifweeter then Chri(l>and 
all the joyes of heaven; and therefore there 
muft be great.ibrro w, fin muft be made ex- 
ceeding bitter. A man that is very hungry 
and thirfty after his lufV^ muft Hnde fuch 
meat and drink exceeding bitter,elfe he will 
feed on it. Solomen took great content in 
wonien, but what, faith he when the Lord 
hnmbled him ? 1 find a woman more titter 
then death. Heare this you harlots, and you 
that live in your wanton lufts^the Lord will 
make your fweet morfels more bitter then 
death to you, if the Lord favcs you* 

2. Becaufe the greatcft evils are the ob- 
}t6ts of this forrowj vf «.Sin and death. It is 
true, a man may mourne for fmaller evils 
fooner; but when the Spirit fetson thegrea- 
teft evils, then they fad much more. Mine 
iniquities are tee heavy to beartx^^ (q> 
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Many a man can bear them without (inking. 
Truejbut in the Eleft the Spirit fets on,loads 
the foule herewith. A w0MHJed^irif who san 
bean ? Bccaufe the greateft evijs lye upon 
the moft tender part of a tender foulc, pref- 
fed down by the omnipotent hand ofChrifts 
Spirit. For now the multitude of (ins more 
then the hsires on the head come now to 
mind ; is alfo the long continuance in them, 
cradle (ins. No fooner^ faith the foulc, did I 
begin to live, but I began to (in. Obftinacy 
alfo in them lyes very heavy ; I have had 
warnings, checks^ refolutipns agaioft them, 
and yet have gone on. The power of (innc 
ilfoiads it ; that as it is faid, Prov. a i, 9. 
PVhe99 the jvickfi r eigne ^ thefeoflemoHrne i 
fo doth the (bule when it feel^s (in reigne. 
I cannot fubducit, nay the Lord will not, 
that I fearethe Lordhathkftmcovcrtoit. 
The incrcafe of fin it feeles, makes it mourne 
1 alfo ; I grow worfe and worfe,faith the foul; 
the leake comes in fader then he can caft it 
out ; the greatncffe of (inne makes it mourn. 
Was there ever fuch a fiiiner as I ? And laft- 
ly,the fcnfe of condemnation for (in lyes up- 
on him ; this is the fruit of your evill wayes^ 
faith the Spirit. The foule doth not let (inne 
paffe by it now as water do wne the mill,but 
being ftopt by convidlion and feare of the 
evill of it, it (wells very high, and fills the 
heart full of griefc and forrow^ that many 
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t imcs it is overwhelmed therewith. 

3 • Becaufe Chrift wil not be very fweet, 
unl^flc this mourning under mifcry be very 
great ; the healing of-a cut finger is f ivect, 
but of a mortall wound is exceeding fweet ; 
a little forrow will make Chrift fweet, but 
great forrow under lenfe oi deadly wounds 
is exceeding fweet ; and without this Chrift 
hath net his honoQr due to him j ii he be not 
cncly fweet, but alfo exceeding fweet and 
precious. 

4* Becaiife it is fuch a forrow,as nothing 
but that that hath wounded the foule can 
heale it. Let men have the §reateft out- 
ward troubles , outward things can cure 
them ; or elfc they wiU weare away. As if 
a man be fick, or in debt^ phy fick and money 
can cure thefe ; but this wound^ neither can^ 
or ever {hall be healed but by the hand that 
wounded it. And hence a man can take no 
comfort in meat , drink, fleep,tricnds,mirth, 
nor paftime, while this wound, this fonrow 
I laftsjfor if any thing elfe can heal it, it is not 
the right wound, or forrow the Lord breeds 
in his eleft. An adulterous heart indeed 
may be quieted with other lovers, Cain can 
build away his forrow. Nay, lie fay more, 
this wounded foule cannot comfort itfelfe 
by ar^y promifes, till the Lord come. David 
hadapromifc of pardon from Nathan, yet 
hccrycsouttothe Lord to mak( him be Ate 
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the voyci of joy andgUineffcy thst hu brokfik 
kones might re Joyce. Did not the Lord mtke 
lAm hcarc the roycc of joy by Nathan f Yes, 
outwardly, bat the Lord that had broke his 
bones, mud make him heare inwardly .Nay, 
when the Lord comes himfelfe to comfort| 
vcmh adoe the Lord liath to make him heare 
it ; as the Ifraelites , that heartened not t4 
Mofes voice ^ tecdufe of their hard kotidage^ 
that unlcfTe the Lord did invincibly co0H 
fort^ it would lye bleeding to death, and ne- 
ver live. It muft needs therefore be great 
forrow, which all the world , men nor An- 
gels can remove. 

5 • You may be confirmed in this^ if laft- 
ly you confider the many wayes the Lord 
takes to beget great mourning, if the ibuk 
will noti}e forte wfull : as, lometimes great 
afflidlions ; Manaffeh mufl: be taken in the 
bufiies, and caft into chaineS. Sometimes 
ftrangc temptations , helUQi blafphemies, 
Is there a God ? Are the Scriptures Ids 
Word ? Why fliould the I^ be fo cmeli as 
to reprobate any of his creatures^ to torment 
it fo long? &c. Sometimes long eclipfing 
of the light of Gods countenance; no payers f 
anfwered, but daily biUsof indiAment;And I 
fometimes it thinks it hearesandfeclcsafe^ 
cret teftimony from God> that he never had 
thought of peace toward it, and that his par- 
paie jsimmutable* Sometimes it queftions,. 
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an God forgive finnes fo great ? Can it 
ind with his honour to put up fo tnacb 
rong ? Sometimes it feels its heart fo ex- 
camly hard and dedolcnt,that it thinks the 
i>rd hath fetled, it up under this plague till 
le judgement of the great day. And fomc- 
mes the J^otd makes melancholy i good 
rvant to him to further this work of for- 
)W. But thus the Lord rebukes many a 
ird hearted finner, that will not bearethe 
3k«3 ner feele the load ; and no vr the Lord 
irnes the beauty of the proudeft into a(hes> 
id withers theglory of allfleHi.Nay fomc- 
oies you fhallobferve the Lord though he 
Dmes not out as a Lj^n to rend, yet as a 
wtb he frets oat by fecret pinings and Ian* 
lifliingss the fenfelcQe fecurity of man^that 
B&allmourne to purpofe before he leave 
im. 

I doe not meane by tfais^ as if all men had 
]€ like meafure of forro w ; but a great foi^ 
>w it is in all. Every child is delivered by 
imethrowes; thofe that fticklong in the 
Lrth may feele them longer and very many, 
lor yet doe I preflfc a neceffity of teares^ or 
iplent and tumultuous complaintS;the dee- 
eft forrowes run with kaft noyfe. If a man 
UA have tearesfor out ward lofleSi and none 
n CinSy lis very fufpitious w bether he was 
irer truly forrowfiill fer finne ; Otherwife 
^ the gre^tcft joyes are not al way cx^xdE^Vw V 
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laughter^fo the grcttcft forrowes are not 
xlwiy exprelt in (heddingoF teares ; what 
the meafure of this great Ibrrovv is, we fliall 
heare hereafter. 

Thirdly, it is a conftant mourning , for fo 
it is here called, ^jpirh rfhcdvimefe; us that 
woman that had afpirit of infirmity, and 
was bowed do wn6 many yeares: Hammah 
conftantly troubled, is called a wamsu 0/0 
forrowfuU jpirity i Sam. 1. 12. 15. As the 
jpirit off ride andwhoredome, Hof. 4. 1 2. * ii 
a conftant frame» where though the aAs be I 
fometimeiiifpended, yet the fpirit remains; 1 
fo 4 jpirit 9f mourning , is fuch forrow , as \ 
though the ads of mourning be fometim^ I 
hindred, yet the fpirit and fpring remaines^ | 
Hypocrites wil mourn under (in and miferf^ 
but what is it? it is the hanging down the head 
like a buU-rHpf in bad weather for a day. Ot^ 
how many have pangs and gripes of forroW^ 
«nd can quickly eafe themfelvcs again Itbei^ 
mourners come to nothing in the condu^^ 
on; I grant the forrow and fadnefle of ^ri^ 
may be interrupted, but it returnes againc^ 
and never leaves the foule untill the Lorc^ 
look do wne from heaven, X/i»». 3.48, 49 
50. The caafe continues, guilt and itrcngt 
of (inne, and therefore this effeft continues. 

Fourthly , it is fuch a forrow as make 
wayforgladneflejbrfoit is here faid , the 
Lord gives beantj for thefe ajbes, and hence 

it 
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: is no derper^tte hellifii fbrrour, but ufutlly 
nixt with fcnfc of fome mercy,lt Icift com- 
rioH, and lomc hope; not that which appre- 
hends the objefl: or hope particularly (which 
s done in vocation) but that the Lord may 
i nd out fome way of faring it , Jonah 3.9. 
^cts 2, 37. which hope with fcnfc of mcr- 
y waiting fo long, prcferving from hell md 
cath fo oft, &c. doth not harden the heart, 
as in reprobates ) but fervc to break the j 
ciore,and to la^d it with greater forrow; 
hus the Lord works this forrow in all his 
led", I know it is in a greater mcafure , and 
"rortifbme other grounds after the foule is 
nChrift; but this forrow there is for fub- 
lance, mentioned for the reafons given ; if 
Zhrifk hate you you (hall mournc^but never 
lU it be too late; if he love you, youmuil: 
nourne now; how great and many are ma- 
ly oFyour finnes^ how neare is your doome, 
he Lord only knows how fearful your con- 
emnttion will be, you have oft heard , but 
et how few of your hearts arc fad and very 
cavieforthdethingsJftnis youc pleafure, 
•t your forrow ; you fly from forrow as ' 
om a temptation of Satan who comes to 
oublc you , and to lead you to defpaire : 
^vids cjes ran dfwn with rivers 0/ waters, 
^^Hfc others brake Gods Uw ^ and leremj 
iftiZ he had a cottage in the wUderne^e to, 
^mrne in^ and ^tX. you doc nor, you c^n^^A 
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powre out one drop , nor yet wifh you had 
hearts to lament your ewne (innes : but oh 
know it, that when the Lord Chrift comes, 
hee will fad thy foule when hee comes to 
fearchthy old fores by thefpirit of convifti- 
on 9 he will make them fmart and bleed a- 
bundantly, by the fpirit of compunAion. 

3 . Separation firom fin is the third thing 
wherein compunAion confifts^ fuch a f eare 
and forrow for fin under a finfuU eftatc , as 
feparates the foule from fin^ is true compun- 
ftion; without which the Lord Chrifl can- 
not be had : the foule is cut and wounded 
with fin by feare and forrow , but it is cut 
ofTby this ftroake of the Spirit^ not from the 
being, but from the growing power of fin; 
from the wil to fin,not from al fin in the ^li 
which is mortified by aSpirit of hoHncSnaftcr 
the foule is implanted into Chrifl; for com- 
pundion, contrition, brokenncfle of heart for 
fin ("call it what you wiUj is oppofite to 
hardneflfe of heart which is in every finner 
whiles Chrifl; leaves him; now in hardnefle 
(as in a ttone j there is, Firft infenfiblencflc. 
Secondly, a clofe cleaving of all the parts 
together, whereby it comes to pafle that 
hard things make refiflance of what is caft 
againfl them: So in compunAion there is 
nor only fenfibleneflfe of the evill of fin and 
death , by feare and forrow j but fucb as 
makes a feparation of that clofe union be- 
tween 
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tween (in and the fouLe : and honce it is that 
the Lordabhorrcs allf^iftings^hntDiliations, 
prayers, tearcs, unleffe they be of tliis ftamp^ 
and arcaccompanied with this efFecl. The 
Lord flings the dung of their fajiingsandfor^ 
r^rwes in their faces , becaufe they did not 
br^e4ik^ the bands of wick^JneJfc; to mourne 
for fin and mifery, and yet to be m thy (inne, 
is the work of J urt ice on the damned in hell, 
and all the Devills at this day , that are 
pincht with their black chains not loofened 
from them; and not the work of the grace 
ofChriftintbedayof his power: Hee th^^ 
confiffith hu Jinx /ha£ have mercy ; that is 
•true, but remember the meat^ing of that 
confeflfion in the next vJoxA^^andferfakethy 
he (ball find mercy. What is the end of the 
mother in hying worme- wood and gall up- 
on her breftibut that the child by tafting 
the bittcrneflc of it might be weaned and 
have his ilomack and will turned from it?^ 
what is the end of fear & forro w, but by this 
te turn away the foule from fin ? This point 
ia weighty and full of difficulty ,of great ufe, 
and worthy of: deep meditation. For as the 
fifft wound andftroak^of the Spirit is^ fo it 
is in all other after- works of it, both of faiih 
and holinefle in the foule; it this be right, 
faith is right, holincflt is right; if this be im- 
perfed*, or naught,alHs according to it after- 
ward 2 the greatcft difficulty Iks Kc't^ vo 
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know what mcafare of reparation from (in 
the Spirit makes here t for after wee are in 
Ciirilij then Hnne is mortified ; how thenis 
there any reparation of the heart from it^ be«> 
^bre it doth fuUjr belecve ; or what meafiire 
is there neceflary ? here therefore I thail an- 
iwer to the fourth and lafi particular. vIk*. 

Fourthly , what is tthat meafure of com- 
punftioD the Lord workes in aUthe eled/ 

So much compunftion or fenfe of (inne 
is Bece({ary as attaines the end of it : now 
what is the end ot it? no other but that the 
foule being humbled might goe to Chri[i:('by 
faith) to take away his fin; thc/»i ffxi- 
mm or next end of compundion is humilit- 
tion^that the foul may be fo fevered from fin, 
9S to renounce it feite for it; the ^nis rtmo^ 
^/^jorlafl: end is^ that being thus humbled^ 
it might goe unto ChriO: to take away (inne: 
for beloved, the condemnation of the world 
lies not fb much in being finfiill under gi^ilt 
and powfrr of {in> as in being unwilling the 
Lord Jefus (hould.take it away : this I fsky is 
the greateft hindcrance of falvation> lohn 3 . 
19. lohn 5. 40. Oh lerufg^lem vpih tho$$ nof 
be made cleane ? Icr. 13.^7. that was their 
.great evill, they were not ^nly fQllstted^ but 
they would net be made cliaine i the Lord Je- 
fus therefore rolls away this ftone from the 
Sepulchre, beats down this mountaine; and 
becaiife it muft firft beleeve in Chrift before 
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it can receive Grace from Cbrift , it mnft 
come to Chrift to take away (inne^bcforc the 
Lord will doe it* Hence* ib much loofening 
fromfiane as makes the foule thus to come* 
is neceflary. So much feare and forro w as 
loofens/rom finne 9 andfo much loofening 
from (inne as makes the foule willingi or at . 
leaft not unwilling that the Lord J e s u s j 
fhould take it a way^ is neceflary : For who 
ever comes to Chrift, or is not unwilling 
Chrift ftiould come to Urn to take away all 
hisfinne^ hath (whatever he thinks) fome 
antecedent loofning and feparaticn from fin. 
Oh faith a poore (inner, when the Lord 
hath ftruck his heartland he feeles guilt, and 
terrour^ahd mighty ftrength of coruiption. 
If the Lord Jefus would take away tbcfee- 
vils from me* though I cannot* means can- 
not ; that will be exceeding rich marcy.The 
Lord doth not wound the heart to this end, 
that the foule Qiould firft hcale it f lft^,bc:fore 
it come to the Phyfitian * but that it might 
feck out, or feeding its need, be willing and 
defirous of a Phyfitian, the Lord Jefas, to 
come and heale it. It is the great fault of ma- 
ny Chriftians, cither their wounds andior- 
rowes are fo little, they dcfire not to be hea- 
led ; or if they doe, they labour to htal them- 
felves firft, before they cease to the Phyfiti- 
an for k.; they willfirft make themfelves 
holy, and put on thair ■i<;\yelS| and thtiv bt- \ 
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Utte in Chrift. And hence are thofe many 
complaints. What have I to do with Chrift? 
Why (hould he have to doe with mc that 
havefnch an unholy, vile, hard, blind, and 
moft wicked heatt ? If I were iRore hum?- 
bleJ, and more holy, then I Would goe to 
him, and think he'woald cotne to me. Oh 
for the Lords fake, diflionour not the grace 
of Chrift. It istrucj thou canft not come to 
Chrift, till thou art loadcn,and hutnblecf,and 
fep^rated frQirt thy finne. Thou canft not be 
ingrafted into this Olive , unlefle thoa becft 
cut, and cut off too from thy old root. Yet 
remember for cvdr,that no mote forrow for 
finne, no more feparation from finne is nc^ 
cefiirytothyclofingwith Chrift, then fo 
much as makes thee willinj!, or rather not 
unwilling that the Lord ftiould take it a- 
way. And know it , if thou feekeft for a 
greater meafure of humiliation antecedent 
to thy clofing with Chrift then this, thou 
(heweft the more pride therein,who wilt ra- 
ther goe in to thy felfe to make thy fclfe holy 
and humble, that thou mighteft be worthy 
of Chrift, then goe out of thy felfe, unto the 
Lord Jcfus,to take thy fin away. In a Word, 
who thinkeft Chrift cannot love thee,untiU 
thou makeft thy felfe faire^ and when thou 
thinkeft thy fdfe (b (which is pride} wilti 
then think otherwife of Chrift. The Lord, 
th^rdfdtc wrhen he tcachtth his people how I 



The Sound (Beleever. 



S/ 



to feturne unto him after grievous finnes,di- 
refts thecn to this courfe, not te goe about 
the bttfh to remove their iniquities them- 
felves, or to ft ay and live fccurely in their 
fin$3untillthe Lord did it himfelFe ; but bids 
them come to him^ and fay, Tai^e awaj 
(Lfrd) all iniquities^ H^f. 1 4. 1 ,2j } • You 
(naU fee Ephraim bim^aning himfelfe^ lcr» 
31.18. But how ? Doth he fay he feeles his 
finnes now all removed ? No, but he defires 
the Lord toturnehim^ and then (faith he j / 
JhdUbe tnrmd. 

As if he ftiould fay, Lord, I (hall never 
tarne from this ftubborne vile heart, nor fo 
much as turne to thee, to take it away, un- 
lefle thou doft turne me, and then I (hall be 
turned to purpofe. What faith the penitent 
Church ? Come^ fay they, let us goe unto the 
Lord. They might objcft, and (ay, AIas,the 
I Lord is our enemy, and wounds us,and hath 
broken us to pieces , we are not yet healed, 
but lye dead as well as wounded ; (hall fuch 
dead fpirits live ? Mark what folio wes. True 
indeed, He hath wounded us, let us therefore 
goe to him, that he may heale us , and after 
two dajts he will revive us. The Lord re- 
quires no more of us then thus to come to 
him. Indeed after a Chriftian is in Chrift, 
labour for more and more fenfe of finne, that I 
may drive you nearer and nearer untoChrift. I 
Yet know before yoii coitric to him j^te\*o^^\ 
G ^ xto^vt«\ 
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requires no more then this ; and a^s he rcr 
quires no more then this» fo tis his owne 
Spirit ('not our abilities) that muQ: ilfo 
work this; and thus mqch he will work, 
and doth re quire of all whotn he purpofetlj 
tofave, Ifthou wilt not come to Chrift to 
takeaway thy finnes, thou fhalt undoubted- 
ly peri (hint hem. If the Lord work that 
forrow, fo as to be willing the Lord fhould 
rake them away, thou Hialt be undoubtedly 
faved from them. 

If you would know what mcafure of 
willingncfle to have Chrift takeaway finne 
is required; You fliall hcire when wc come 
to open the fourth particular in the doilrine 
of Faith. 

If you further aske. How the Spirit works 
this loofening from linn^^in the work of 
compunflion ? 

. I anfwer, the Spirit of Chrift works this 
by a double aft, 

I. Morall. 2. Phyficall. 

As in the converfion of the foule by faith 
unto God, the Spirit is not onely a moraU i^- 
gent pjtfwadings but alfu a fupcrnaturall a* 
gent phyfically working the heart to be- 
iceve, by a divine and immediate ad:; fo in 
thcavcrfionofthc foule ftom finne, the Spi- 
rit doth affcd the heart with feare and lor- 
row morally, but this can never take away 
finne,as we fee in Inias and C^'^^deeply at- 
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vf cAed and afdidcd in fpirit, and yet in tkeir 
finnc. And therefore the Spirit puts forth 
its ownehand phyficidly or ioimediatelyji 
and his owne arme brings ftlyation to usjby ' 
a further fecret immediate flroke, turning 
the iron neck, cutting the iron finews of (in, 
and fo makes this didmion or feparatbn. 
You think it ea(ie to be willing that Chrift 
(hould come and take away all your (innes; 
I tell you, the omnipotent arme of t^e Lord 
thatinftruftcd leremj in a fmaller matter, J^r.s.n 
can ondy inflruft you he're ; both theie a(fls 
ever goc together according to the meafure 
mentioned; tlve latter cannot be without the 
firftytbe firft is m vainc without the latter. 

But what eviU in (inne doth the Spirit 
morally affcd: the heart with^ and fo pbyfi- 
cally turne it from (inne ? 

He afl&ds the foule with it as the greateft 
evill ; by [tnna \ meane not as confidcred 
without dfAth^ (for at this time the foule is 
not ib fpirituall, as that fm without confidcr 
ration ot death and wrath due to it ihould 
^e(5iit) but iinne and death> finne armed 
with wrath^ (inne working death, pricks the 
heart as the greateft evill, and fo lets out that 
core at the bpttome^ as may fit the fouW for 
healing. For, ^ 

J . If the Spirit make a man feele Hn truly, 
the foule feeles it as it is ; it is not the namci 
and talk of the danger of iin tha^t tiQubV<i%vt V 
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rated from all union to him , and comraani* 
on with him. You may obfervc, John 1 6.9. 
that the Sfirit convinces 9f finne, how i hi*, 
caufcthexteleevenotin me. i. Bccaufethey 
ftiallfec and fccle themfelvc$ quite feparated 
from me, they ftidU hcarc oiP my glory and 
riches of mercy, and that happinefle which 
all that have me. (hall and doe enjoy, but 
they Hial mourne that theyiiave no part nor 
portion in thcfe things, they (haii mourne 
that they live without mdnd that they have 
lived fo long without me. 

I confefle many other conHdcrations of 
the evill of (in come no w in , but this is the 
maine channcU where ail the other riveiets 
empty themfelves. And hence it is that the 
foule under this ftroke is in a ftate of feeking 
onely, yet finds nothing; it feeksGod and 
Chrift, and therefore feeks a want, aloflcof 
both by (inne ; for the end of all the feares, 
terrours, forrowes, &c.upon the cle<fV, is to 
bring them.back againe to God^ and into fel- 
low(hip withGod, the onely bkflidneffe of 
man. Now if the foule ordained and made 
for this end (hould not feele its prefcnt repa- 
ration from God by (innej and the bittcrnes 
of the evil oi it jit would never feck to return 
again to him as to his great e(l good, nor de- 
fire ever to come into hiabofome againe ; for 
look as finne wounds the ibule, fo the foule 
M iceks for healing of it 3 ^if. onely the torment' 
/ . of 



I 



The Sound Beleeyer. 



93 



<jf (innc wound,eafe of confcience from that 
tnguifh will hcale it : So iffeparttion ffom 
God wound the heart,onely union ajid com- 
munion with God will hcale it, and comfort 
it againc . The Lord Chrift thacfore having 
laid bis hand upon the foule to bAng it back 
tohimfeUe firlt, and fo to the Father, being 
dd^ned to gather in all theout^cafts of If- 
rael, thofc he ever makes to feele them£:lve$ 
out-cafts, as caft aw^y out of Gods bleOed 
(ight and prefencc, that fo they may dcfire at 
Iw to come home againe: Reprobates not 
made for this end, have notthisfenfeof (in^ 
the means of their return. And hfcnce it is 
that the (bnlesofthofeGodfaveSy are never 
qdiet antill they com? to God, and commu- 
nion with him ; but they mourn for th.eir di- 
ftancefromhim^tndthehidtng of his face, 
nntill the Lord ftiinc forth agame : Whereas 
every one elfe though much troubled, ye: fit 
do wn contented with any little odde thing 
that fcrves to quiet them for the time, before 
the Lord return to them , or th^y enter into 
their reft, in that ineffable communion with 
him. 

Let me now make Application of tbi-^,be- 
fore I proceed to open the next particular of 
Humiliation. 

This may (hew us the great miftake of two 
forts ; 

I. Such as think there is noneccfllt^ c^^ 
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any fcQfe ot aiifery bctore the application ot 
the remedy or their cloGng with Chrift ; b^- 
caa{e fay they, where there is fenfe there is 
life 5 (all fenfe and feeling arifing from life) 
and where there is life, there is Chrift al- 
ready. And hence it is tiiat they would not 
have the Law firft preached in thefe daye^ 
buttheGofpell; the other is to goe round 
about the bu(h. 

I anf wer, that for wy owne part this d<3K. 
ftrine (ol feeing and feeling our mifery be- 
fore the remedy^is fo univeifally received by 
. all folid Divines both at home and abroad, 
that I meet with ; and the contrary opinion 
fo erode to the holy Scriptures^ and geoeraU 
experience of the Saints, and the preaching 
of the other io abundantly fealed to be Gods 
owne way by his rich blcflings on the la- 
bours of his fervants f aithf ull to him herein; 
that were it not for the lake of fotne weak 
and mif-Icd J (hould not dare tq queftibn it^ 
the Lord himfelfe fo exprefly fpeaking, that 
hecdmenotto CAttthe righteotu^ t fit on the 
contrary onely to healethejick, who know 
and fcrele their ficknefli chiefly ^7 the L4rv, 
fRom.^.2o, Doft thou think therefore, that 
there is fpirituall life where ever there is any 
fenfe ? Then I fay, the devils and damned in 
hell have much fpirituall life, for they fecle 
their mifery with a witnclT;^, As for the 
preaching of the Gofpel before the Law to 
/ (liew 



fhcwour mifery ; it is true, thtt the Gofpcl 
is to be looked at, as the mainc end ; yet you 
muft ufe: the means, before you cancumcto 
the endjby rfce preaching of the Law, qr m i- 
fery in dcipifing the GQlpell. End & Means 
have been evtr good fricnds,&yqu may joyn 
tbcm well together, you cannot fever them 
without ganger, I doc obfcrvc that thcA- 
poftles ever ufed this method; ?mI firft 
proves 7m»^j ani Gentiles to be under [mnCy 
in almodthe three fiift Chapters of the Ro^ 
7»^««,before he opens the dodrine of Jufti- 
fication by f^ith in Chrifi. I do not obferve 
that ever there was fo cle^re and manifen: o-^ 
pening of Mans mifery, as by CJbriQ: and his ; 
Apoftles, who brought in the clcareft reve- ^ 
lat ions of the Remedy. J doe not read in | 
Mofcs, or \m\\t\it Prapfacts^ fuch full and; 
plaine expreffions of our mifery as in the ; 
New Tettamcnt : The -p^orme that nevpr 
dyes I The fire that never goes out -^ The 
wrath to come y&c. and therefore aflurcdly 
they though^t this no back-doore , but faith 
the doore to Chri{l:,and this the way to faith. 
To fay that a man muft firft have Chnfl: and 
life, before he fecle any fpirituall mifery, is 
to fay that a Chriftian muO: fiiftbe heaUd, 
that be may be Hck; cured, that he may be 
wounded ; receive the fpirit of adoption,bc^ 
fore he receive, and that he may receive the 
fpirit of bondage to fcarc againe. 
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If Winiftcrs (kail prcich the remedy be- 
fore they (hew mifery, ^oe to this age, that 
(hall btj deprived of thofe bleffings, which 
the forfn«r gloried iq , md blcffcd the Lord 
for» Mark thofe men that deny the ufe of the 
Law to lead unto Chrift,if they doe not fall 
in time tooppofefome maine point of the 
Gofpel.Forit is a righteous thing,bttt a heavy 
plague, for the Lord to fuffcr fuch men to ob- 
fcure the Gofpel, that in their jadgements 
Ttealoufly diQike this ufe of the Law. You 
muft preach the remedy; that is triie : but you 
muft alfo firft preach the woe and mifery of 
men, or rather fo mix them together, as the 
hearts of hearers may be deeply a6Fe<fled 
witn both j but firft with their mifery.It tr-. 
gu.^s a great confumption of the Spirit of 
grac.% when Chriftians lives are preferred 
oncly by Alchermys and choice Cordials, 
notions about Chrift, nay choyce ones too, 
or elfc the old and ordinary food of the coun- 
trey will not do wne. I tell yea, the maine 
wound ofChriflians is want of deep humi- 
liations and caftings downc; and if you be- 
leere it not now, it may be, pcftilence, 
fword and famine (hall teach you this do- 
ftrine , when the Lord fl;iall make thcfe 
things wound you to the very heartland put 
you to your wits end, that were not, that 
would not in feafon be wounded at the heart 
lyitb Hn. 
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nt troubled with too many woun* 
ifcicnces in thele times , that we are 
itout of coyoiog new principles dF 
what is ererjr man by nature^ but a 
-an infinite eyill ? all th6fins that fill 
id hell, are in every one mans heart, 
e in man is endlefie ; and canft not 
iduretobecaft downe? Nothiog is 
IS Chrift to a man unhumbled, and 
1 fo eafily prize him, and tafte himj 
it any cafting downe ? 
iuch as think there is a neceflity of 
fmifcry , by the work of the Law^be- 
irtft can be received 3 but they think 
nofuehfcclw£ of mifery ,15 hath been 
ned ; but that it is comoion to the 
Lteasto the eleft, and confequently 
fenfe of finne there is no fiich fpeciall 
of the Spirit as feparates the (oak 
ine before it comes unto Chrift, but 
s is dione after the foule is in Chrift 
, viz. in Sanftification, being firft ju- 
>y faith. ^. 

; is the judgement of manylioly and 
; and therefore fo long as there is no 
ement in the fubfttace of this do- 
it (hould not trouble us j onely let it 
idercd,, whether what is faid, is not 
iiotCbrift; and if it be, let us not 
afide. The Jewish Rabbins have a 
It tbis day very frequent in thtii vitv* 
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tings, Non efi in lege unicn liternU^ a qHM 
nMmdgni fn^enfifunt mentes : It is mucll 
more true ot every truth ; and if I mucfB 
itaiftAke not, much depends upon the rigbc 
ttnderftandtn^of this point. 

That therefore i. there muft be foffle fenfe 
of mifery, before the application of the re- 
medy. 

2.That this compunAion or fenie of mife^ 
ry is wrought by the Spirit of Chriftj not the 
power of man to prepare himfeif thereby for 
further grace- 

j.Thatthefeterroiirsand forrows in the 
<de^ doe virtually differ from thofe in the 
reprobate^the one driving the foul to Chrift. 
the other not ; thefe are agreed on all hands. 
The queflion onely is. Whether there is this 
farther ftcoke of fevering the foule frohifm, 
con joyned with the terrours and forrowes 
in the eleA before their dofing withCluift^ 
which is not m the reprobate ; or in ooe 
word, whether there is not a A)eciallwock 
of the Spirit, turning ('at leaii in order of 
nature^ the foule from (in> before the foule 
returns by faith unto Chrift.For dhe affirmi- 
tive I leave thefe ieverall Confiderttioos. 

That there is gratia aSlmlid , or aftuall 
grace, as well as habitualu ^ or hiSbituiii 
grace. Learned Ferrius makes t rA diffi> 
>pec. cap. . rence between them ; and the0efo]:e to tJhink 
3«>^3'>3*ythgt there can be no power of 6n ri;moved 
/ but 
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but by hibitatU or fandtifyiag grtcc, is un- 
ihmd ; for aftutQ grace may do« it^ the Spi* 
i*itinay take away (inne mediately by habi- 
tuall grace, and yet it can doe it immedia^- 

1\v alfo by an omnipotent t&, by tkat which 
ts called'aduall aftuating, or moving grace 9 
Chrift can and nmft firll bind the ftroi^ 
man , and caft him out by this working or 
aduall grace y before he dwells in the hoafi: 
of mans hearty by hibituall and fandtifying 

I' grace* The Gardners knife may immediate* 
^cutoflfacyenfr&matreej thereby taking 
away all its power to grow there any more^ 
before it hath a power to bring forth any 
fruit, which is wrought only by implantsr^ 
it into another ftock : New creation (which 
is at firft converfion) may well be without 
habituail graces that are bat creatures* 

Whether any man fince the fall is a fnb- 
/cA immediately capable of fandifying or 
habitual! grace ; or whether any unr^cne- 
rate man is in a nextdifpo&ionto receive 
fiich grace; as the ^re»ik immediately of 
light, out of which the darkneSe is expetted 
by Ughtyimd fo the habits of grace doe expell 
the habits and power of (innci (fay feme.^ 
Ifuppofethe affirmative is mcft falfe, and 
in neere affinity with fome groife points of , 
Arainianifme* jfdam^ in his pure naturals, 
and confidercd meerly as a living foide,was 
hdk a (ubjeft ; like a white p4per ^ftittd V'ca* 
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imedittely to take the imprcffion of G^ds 
imd^e^ DUtfince,byhisftUj Sinne is falne 
like a mighty blot upon the foule^ whereby 
tmannotonety wants grace, as the darke 
ayre doth light, but aifo reftfis gr^e, lohn 
1 4. X 7 • Hence.this retiftance tnufl: be firft ta- 
ken away , before the Lord introduce his 
image againe. To fay that a man can of him- 
{eifedifpofehimfcifeuntograce, was Pela- 
gianifme in jf^nindt his time : yet fome dif- 
poiition is nccdOfary^ faith F err ins ; not unto 
aftoall grace, or that which is wrought upon 
a man, ftr moium ^i^m^ ,(as he faith) but un- 
to the reception oF habituall or fanAifying 
grace,it being in the foule^rr madnrnfirmd, 
no forme being introduced but into materia 
amtHjpofitam, i. matter fitted or prepared^ 
or into iiich a YeffeU which is immediately 
capable of it. 

There i$ in man a double reliftance againft ' 
grace. 

1. Of a holy frame of grape by original! 
corruption, which is oppofite to originall 
and renewed holintiTe , or to this holy 
frame. 

2. OftheGodbfgracehimfelfe when he 
comes to work it Job 1 1 . 14. J?^/^. 24. 1 3. 

The firft is taken away in that which we 
call the fpirit of fanftiHcation, after faith ; 
the fecond is taken tway not onely in the aft 
olitf (as by tenours it may be in reptobates, 
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Pf4L66.z.) but in feme mcafure in the ii>- 
wtrd root and difpofition of it, (onely m 
the cleft) there being (as hath beeniai4) no 
more feparation from (inne» at this timeiper 
qiiiredj then fo much as majr make the foule 
come to the Lord to take it away , or at leaf): 
not unwilling, nor refifting the Lord^ when 
he comes to doe it himfelfe. 

Whether doth not the work of union unto 
Chriftj goe before our communion with 
Chrift i I fuppofetisundenyable, that union 
muft be before communion ; and that Union 
to Chrift is a work of grace as peculiar to 
thcelefti as communion with him* Now 
juftification and fanftiHcation are two parts 
of our communion with him, and follow 
our union, Rom. 8. i. Our union therdfore 
muft be before thefe> of which there are t wo 
parts, or rather two things on our part, nc-* 
ceflarily required to it : x ^ Cutting off from 
the wild olive ttce^theoldAdHw; i.Impianr 
ting into the good olive tree, the fecond A-^ 
dam. The firft muft goe before the fecond ; . 
for where there is perfeA refiftance, there 
can be no perfe^ union. But take a man 
growing upon his old root of nature, there i$ 
nothing but perfeft refiftance, RomA.j. and 
therefore that redftarice muft iirfl; be taken' 
away , before the Lord draw the foule tp 
Chrift , and by faith implant it into Chrift. 
In a word. I fee not how a man cm wMl'i \ 
^ H 3 ttf^ 
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re(ift God and Chrift, ind }*et be amtcjcl ante 
Mm at the fame inftant : and therefore the 
one fin order of natare at lead) goes before 
theother : and therefore let any man Ihriog 
prove his union to Chrift»and to his tuft alio, 
if he can. Yoit will beleeve in Chrift, many 
ofyou, and jtt you will have your whores^ 
andcups^and luftSjand pridc,and world too, 
andoppofealithe meanes thrit would bare 
y^ufrom tbefe al(b.I tell you, yon (hall find 
one day how miferably deceived you have 
been htftmTvacanmitfirve G§d MmdAtMm- 
mon. H9wc4nj$tfleive^ faith Chrift,7#jpji 
5.44, thdt feekj9^n$Hr one ef another ! If 3fOU 
can have Chrifty and be ambitious too, take 
him ; but how can you beleeve till the Lord 
hath broken you off from thence ? 

Whether vocation (as peculiar to the deft 
as fanftigcation^ doth not goe before ja(H'- 
ficatioD and glorification, -Ro»i. 8. 30. Whe^ 
theralfo there are not two thJFigs inefieftu- 
all vocation; 

t • » Is not ChrIQ:,tfat good, the teaime to 
which the foule is firOly called ? 

a. Is not (in and world, that evill, the 
ti arme from which the foule is Called i 

I (uppofe tis evident , that the (bule is cf- 
f e<^ally calkd ,Md therefore aftually and 

Jfirftly turned &om darkntlfe te light, from 
the power of Satan unto God. f irft ffom 
dtrknefle^ then unto light • fitft from the 
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power of Satin,tlif n unte God ; as is eirident 
by the Apoftles owiie wordis, jiS. ^6. 1 8. 
where he methodictUy fets down the won* 
derhill works of Chrifts praceby his mini* 
fteiy : the firft is r0 tnrne themfr^m darknes 
t§ light ^ andfrcm SMtHMSfpwer unto God ^ 
which are the two parts of vocation, th^t 
they md) receive fBrgivenefe offinnes in ja- 
ftification, (vocation being a meaii^ to this 
end) that they may receive an inheritance in 
glorification among fncb as being juftificd 
ore/anRifiedzKoiy faith in hie name. The 
Apoftle doth not Uy, thaithewas toretorne 
men to light and unto God> land (o turn them 
from darknes, & from the power 9^* Satan» 
(though this is true in fome fenfe) but he 
wasHrfttoturne from darknefleand Satan, 
andfotoretumethem untoligh% and God 
in Cbrift. For how is it pofTible to be turned 
imtoChrift, and yet then alfo to be turned 
to finne and Satan? Doth it not imply t 
contradiAion , to be turned toward finne, 
(which is ever from Chrift) and yet to be 
turned toward Chrift together ? All Divines 
aiSrme generally, that in the working of 
faith 9 the Lord makes the foule willing to 
have Chrifl:,?/i/. 1 10. 2, 3. but withaU they 
affirme, that of unwilling he makes willing; 
and therefibre it followes, that the Lord muft 
firft remove that unwillingnefic; » before 
it can be willing , it being impossible to v 
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be botfa willing and unwilling ti^cther. 

Whether the caufe of all that counterfeit 
coyne and hypocrifie in this profefling age, 
doth not arife from this root^ vi^i. not ha- 
ving this wound at (irfl:, but oncly feme trou- 
ble tor finne without reparation fromit/ore 
I' throwes without deliverance from finne ? 
is not this the death of moft, if not all wic- 
ked men living ? how many are there that 
clafpe about Chrifti and yet prove enemies 
to the erode ot Chrift ; faU from Chrift fcan- 
daloufly or fecretly aherward ? what is the 
reafbnofit? Certainly if the Lord had cut 
them ofi from their (in, they had never falne 
to everlafting bonda(;e in finne againe ; but 
there the Spirit of Godfoifook them» the 
Lord not owing fo much love to them.Con- 
fider ferioufly why the ftony and thorny- 
ground-hearers, Mat. 13. came to nothing 
in their growth of Teeming faith andfanAifi- 
cation ; was the fault in the ktii ? No veri- 
ly, but onely in the ground ; the one was bro- 
ken, but not deep enough, the other was bro- 
ken deep, but not through enough, the roots 
of thorns choked them, the lufls and cares of 
the world were not deftroycd firft, & there- 
fore they dcilroy ed that ground. 

I conclude therefore with that of Itremj, 
Brfdl^ uf j$ur fallovf gronnds^ feek to the 
Lord to break them for you, dndfow not ^ 
mong themes, rake heed of fuch brokcnncffe 
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h removes not thethomes of finfullfe- 
lubbornneflc, left the wrath $ftheL9rd I 
L ^^^ agninft yoH, Md burne that tune 
uencb $t. Doe not cut oSlohn Baftifts 

you that can be content to btarc him 
jy 4ndi$e many things^ but he ffluft not 
I your Herodias, and make a divorce 
', but fufFcr him to come in thtjpirit and 
r ofEliah, nay of Chrift Itffts^ to beat 
ne your mountaines, iill up your val- 
nake your crooked rough waies finootb, 
^ou may fee the glory of the Lord Jefus, 
out which he A:iail be ever hid from 

Cry you faithful! fervants of the Lord, 
iHfiejh ugraffe^daH theglorj of man, 
i^ofvjforld, u a withering flower* that 
ord Jcfus may be revealed ever fre(b, 
Avecti and preciousj in the ayes of the 

te evidence of this truth in thegeneralli 
IcfTed and learned PembU upon another 
; for when he perceived ("as himfelfe 
rfTet h) that it is the general! doArine of 
rthodox Divines, viz.. that aAuall faith 
rer wrought in the foule, tillbtHdc the 
naturall illumination of the mind, the 
be alfofirft freed in part from iis natu* 
terverfenefle, fCod making all tnen of 
illing, willing Ji hereupon he concludes 
:his is done by tfie fpiric of Sanftificati- 
ndonc fuptrnaturali quality of hoVvcvt^V 
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onivcrfally infufcd in tU the powers ef the 
foul at once; ib tbat the Spirit ioftantlyfirft 
ianftifics us, tc puts life in ds; then it ads in 
£ntow for, and detdlation ot fin^add ib we 
coflie adually to bdecre. And becauie be 
fore-faw the blow, vi^c that in this way^ 
Chriftians arefandified bdbrethey bejafU- 
fied ; he anfwers. Yes, we are juitified d^ 
claratively after this. 

Others (who follow him) anfwermore 
roundly, vi^. that we are (anftified before 
we are really and a^hially }uftified,& herein 
dii&r f com him. ^ 

Now when it is objeftcd againft this^vU. 
that oi;u:Tocation is that which goes before 
our juftification, fandification being pact of 
gloriScatibn following after, JSm. 8.;o. 
Hereupon fome others (treading in his ftcpsj 
affirme, that vocation is the fame with fai> 
ftification , and not comprehended under 
glorification. 

Others perceiving the evill of this errour, 
vi%. to place fandtification before juftificati- 
on, good fruits before a good tree, they doe 
therefore deny any faving worke, whether 
of vocation or fanftification, before juflifica* 
tion. And hence on the other extrcam, they 
doe place a Chriftians juftification, before 
his faith in vocation, orholinefTc in his fan* 
difidition : fo that by this laft opinion a 
Chriftian is not jmfiificd bj fahk, (which 
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was Pdfth pfanfc) bnt rather (as ha fkii 
wittily and vnOAy) fMtbei bj hujmfiifa^ 

Before I come to cleare the tnath in theie 
fpirituaU siyfteries^let this onely bei«aaeo>- 
bored, vf«. That San6Ufication,whi€h?rffiP^/(f 
calls /oar ipirituall life, n^ay he taken two 
wayes : 
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Striaiy. 

I * Lately, for any awakenings of con- 
fcience, or afts of the Spirit of life, and fo 
ti$ true, we arr quickned by thefe a^and io 
in a iatge fenfe faodified firft. 

a* I Strictly, for thofe habits of the life of 
holinefle which are oppofite to the body of 
death m us ; aad that we are not (irft &nA]- 
fied before we are j uftified , m this fenle^ we 
(hall manifeft by and by. Oncly let me beein 
tofbewtheerrourof the laft opinion fim, 

I . That a Chriftian is tu>t firft juftified, 
befbce faith, or vocation, may appeare thus* 

I • It is proftfiledly, croflTe to the whole 
current of Scriptare, which faith, fVe Mre 
ji^ftifi^d ij fsitk ^ and therefore not before 
faith • and to fay that the meaning of fuch 
phra^siSjthat we are juftifyed declarativetj 
by faith, or to ourienfeand feeling in far^ 
c^nfitfMtU^zmectcdcficei for oar jaftifr 
I cation is oppofed C|» the ftate of u{iri{{httQ»C 
) tvt^ 
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tiede & condeoinatioa going before, which 
condemnation is not onely declarative «hd 
in the court of GonfciencCy but cetll, tnd in 
the court of Heaven : For fo faith the Scr^ 
tureexprefly, lohn^^ 1 8. He that Meevetb 
n§t ^'^iicondemmd already : andverfe j^.Tib^ 
wrath ofGei abideth on him : and Gal. 3.1a, 
Th^ Scripture (which is the fentence in 
Gods Court^ hath cenclnded ai under Jinne. 
Hence a fecond Argument arifeth, 

2. If a man be juftiiied before faith, then 
an aftuall unbeleever is fubjed: to no con- 
demnation ; but this is expredy crofle to the 
letter of the Text, He that beleeves n§tjs ton* 
den^ned already ^ lehn 3. li.and the wrath §f 
G$d dethlye $tf$n him. The fubjedts of non- 
condemnation are thofe that be in Chrift, by 
faith,iRMi^.8.x.not out of Clirift by unbelief, 
Rom. 11.20. There is indeed a merited jufti- 
(ication by Chrifts death^and a virtuall or ex- 
emplary juftiHcation in Chrifts refurre^on, 
as in our Head and Surety ; and both thefe 
were before not onely oar fait h^ but.our very 
being ; but to fay that we are therefore adu- 
ally/iitified before faith, becaufe our juftifi- 
cation was merited bdPore we had faith , 
gives as juft a ground of a ffirming that wee 
are admally fandified whiles we are in the 
ftate of nature unfiindified,£/>^^2. i .becaufe 
our fandification was merited byChrift be- 

. fore we had any being in him. 
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We muft indeed be firft made good trees 
by filth in Chrifts righteoufneflre, before we 
can bring forth any good fruits of bolineffir. 
God makes us not good trees wfthout being 
in Chriflby faith^ no more then we are bad 
trees, in contrafting jidams guilt without 
our being firft in him ; God gives us firfl; his 
Sonne ("ofTered in the Gofpel , and received 
by faith) and then gives us all other things 
with hitp ; he doth not juftiiie us without 
giving us his Son;but having firft given him^ 
gives us this alfo. 

2. That fanftification doth not goe be^ 
fore juftificationj aaay appeare thus : 

I • If guilt of Adams finne gee before ori- 
ginall pollution, K§m. 5.12. then imputati- 
on of Chrifts righteonfneflfe before renewed 
fandification. 

2. To place fanAification before jnlitifi- 
cation, is quite croUe to the Apoftlcs: pra- I 
difci (which is our patterne) who firft ' 
fought t0 hfoundin Chrifi^Phil.^.^. (in the 
work of union J not having his owntrigbU' 
oufnejfe in the Work of jjuftification (which 
in order foUoWes Uitat^ that he may then 
knvw him in the poyper rf his death anirefmr-^ 
r/A/^iiinfanftification ( here comes in fan- 
ftification^ if by any meanes he might attain 
to the refnrreSlion of the dead iti glorification^ 
(thelaftofaU.) 

3. This is quite crofie to the A^^tu 
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doftrine which makes joftifiaition the caaft 
ol (tndificition, and thecefora muft needs 
goe before it, R^m. 5 « tt fin goes before fpiri- 
tuall and ecemall death , fo righteoufnefle 
goes before fpirituall lite in fanftification, 
and etemall life in glory :the Loid holds forth 
Chrift in the Goffdl tirft as our propitiati- 
on, Rffm. J. 24. and then it comes djing f 
finne/uui Uvim^ f Gnlin iandtif ication^»4f . 
6. 1 • Hoiinefle is the end of oar adfaiall re- 
conciliation, C0L1 ,21, 12. 

4* Kfanftiiication^oe before juftification 
bjr taith, then a Chriffaans commonion with 
Chrift,goes before his union tohia by fiuth^ 
but our union is the foundation of commu- 
nion, and it is impoflible there fliould be 
commonion without {base precedent union. 
I C^r. I. 30. Cbrift ii msif r$ghte0mfnejf§ 
smd rawSificMts0m, unto whom, t read the be> 
ginning oi^^ the verie, and you (hall fee, it isf 
onely to thofe tbatteim Cbrifi^ wluch is by 
fiuth. 

Let none fay hstt (%t ibmt doe) that we 
have onion to Chrift.firft by the Spirit,with- 
oQttiith, in order gping befbra raith : For 
underftandingof which, let us a little confi- 
derofour union onto Chrift; Our union to 
Chrift is not by the eflcntiall prefence of the 
Spirit, for that is in every man, as the God- 
head is eYcry where« in whom we live and 
i jomet This is comfBop to the mod wicked 
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flsan, nay to the tiltft crctture in the world« 
Hence it f oUowes that cmr union is bf fome 
ftdl of the Spirit peculiar to the elcft ( who 
oaely fliall have comaiunion with Cbrift) 
working fome rcall change in the foul, (for 
of realLnot relatiire union I now fpeak) this 
tft cannot be t hofe firft afts of the fpirit of 
bondi^) (iot they are common unto repro- 
bates) they are theiefore fiich afts as are 
eflfemiall qnto the nature of imicm.No w look 
as difunion , is the disjunftion or (eparation 
of divers things one from another ; fo union 
is the conjnndion or joyning of them to- 1 
gcther, that were before fevered. Hence that 
g& of the Spirit in uniting us to Chrift » can 
be nothing elie but the bringing back the 
ibule unto Chrift, or the con junftion of the 
fouleuoto Chrift, and into Chrifl;. by brii^- 
ing it back to him, that before this lay like a 
dry bone in the valley fcparaced from him. 
Thus I Cifr^6. ij. He th^t ii jrfned^ or (%& 
the word fignifies) ile-midf tbc LoriJU am 
jpiritwkh him. The Spirit therefore bric^ 
us to the Lord Chrift, and fo we are irfhim. 
Now thi camming of the fonU t§ Cbrifi^ 
mkit in itbiSLt faith? Iclim6. 3$. Our unioo 
therefore is by faith, not without it ; for by 
kooely we that were once feparated from 
him byfinne, and efpecially by Mmhlieft, 
Hob. 9. X a. are now come not onely unto . 
hiffl^ as iron unto theWl-fl:eQe9 i«hii6 » vi A 
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9Ut (which is mod ncarc) into hiin,ts bnn— 
ches into the vine> & fo grow one with him ^ 
and hence thofe phrafcs in Scripture, r# ~ 
letve in Chrifi^ or into Chrifl. I fpeik 
this as if we were united toChrift v^ii 
the Spirit on his parr ; ('for the con jundlio: 
of things fevered oiuft be mutuall, if it 
firme) I onciy (hew that we are not uniti 
before faith by the Spirit unto Chrift ; 
that we are by faith ( wrought by the Spirit^ 
whereby on our pan we are firft con/oyocd 
unto him ; and then on his part he by the 
perfon of the Spirit is moft wenderfuUy uni- 
ted unto m. The Spirit puts forth Yari 
afts in the foule; as it afls us to good workS; 
tis thifpirit ofobediince ; as it infufeth habics 
ofgr3CC,fo tis^ib< j^irit of fanUification i as 
it aflifts us continually, and guides us to our 
end, and witnclfeth tavour, usthejpirit of^» 
doftion ; as it works teares of dcrath and hell, 
t\s tbo jpirit of bontUge ; but as it drawes nS 
hom (inne to Chrift, fo tis thojpirit ofmmi9m: 
and therefore to imagine union before and 
withbut faith by the Spirit, is but a fpirit in- 
deed, which when you come tofeelcit, you 
(hall finde it a nothing, without fiefli, ot 
bones, or line wes. As our marriage union 
to Chrift muft have confent of faith on our 
part, wrought by the Spirit, or elfe the IxKd 
Jeiiis is a vaine futor to us ; fo now the Spi- 
rit on Chrifts part muft apprehend oar ftitk 
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I well in us, who otiserwife fhall fud- 
goe a whoring ftpin him : i Pct.i. 5* 
3.17. • 

That Vocation is not all one with 
:ification, may appeare thus. 
Vocation is before J uftification,fi<?«r. 
. But Sandification is not before Ju- 
LtioU) as wc have proved, and therefore 
are not the fatne. 

Sanftification is theend of Vocation, 
ef. 4* 7. therefore it i% not the fame 
It. " ' ' ' 

Faith IS the principal! thingin. Voca- 
\ The firft part of it being Gods call, 
!Cond part being our anfwcr to that call, 
coxn.mingatthatcall;7fr,3, 22. Now 
is no part of Sauftification ftridly ta- 
bccaufe it is the meanes and inftru- 
; of out Juftification and Sanftification. 
2tf.i8. Our hearts arc invito be furi- 
y faith; ABs 15.9. not our lives oncly 
eaftsoFholindfe and purity, but our 
s in the habituail f raoic oir thtjm. 1 live 
f f4ith efth€ Sonne §f Gody faith Pant % Gal . : 
^jfefromdiAthtQlifebjfMthyhhu J. 
(lereforeitis no part ot our fpirituall 
foH will nQt come to me f which isfiithj 
wHmay hdvelife; lohn ^.j\Qjohn 6.50. 
ier€forc faith is the inftrumentall m^^ans ^ 
e, and therefore no pact of our lite ; as | 
comes by hearing, aad therefore hca-l 
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ring is no pm of faith • fo Jiiftification 
comes by tsith^ and therefore is no part ef 
Sanftification ; all our life both of Jufti* 
fication and SanAification is laid up in 
Chrift our head; this life according to Gods 
great plot fhaU never be had but by coming 
to Chrift for it , Het.j. aj. clfe grace anJ 
Chrifl: ihould not bee fo much honotSHtd, 
R^m.<^. 1 6. it u cfJ^idthy that it might be p/ 
(?r4r(fjSanftificationthertfore is the grice 
applyed by faith, faith the grace applying; 
by coming to Chrift for it, we haye it ; and 
therefore have it not, when firft we come. 

I am ferry to be thus large in kffe prafti- 
call matters; yet I have thought it notiin- 
ufefuU, but vf ry comfortable to a poore paf- 
fcnger, not only to know his J onrnies end, 
and the way in generall to it , but al(b the 
feverall «yr^^i^ or Townes he is orderly to 
pafle through ; there is much wifdomc oC 
6od to be fefcn not only in his work, but in 
his manner and order of working; for want 
of which , I fee many Chriftians in thefe 
dayes fall very foulcly into»erroncous appi*- 
henfions in their judgments^ the imoiediate 
ground of mar y errours in pradlifc; the <rt)- 
j e<!lions made againfl: what hath been delt; 
vered, are for the prir.cipall of them anfwe- 
red; the maine end , (my beloved) of pfo- 
pounding thefc thiugs is, that you would; 
look narrowly to your union ^ oh take heed] 
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yoH xniiTe not there; if you clofe with 
Cluift, bcUtve in ChrUlj and yet not cut pff 
from your fin, viz,, that fpirit of r^fifiuice of 
Chrift^you are utterly and>etemtlly undone: 
this is the condemnation of the Tueorld , not 
that men love darkneflfe wholly , and bate 
light, bat that they love darkgnefe more then 
^gh$i not that the Hncleane Jpirit ia not gone 
•ut, bat that he is not fo cafl: out, as never to 
retihrne agiiine; the wound of all men , yea 
the beft of men that profe^e Cfuriftf ^nd yet ! 
indeed out of ChriH:, lyes in this : they were ; 
never fevered from their (inne by all their 
prayers, teare&j fcar^s^ ibrrowes ; and hence 
they never truly come to C^rift : and hence 
perifn in their fin. 

Trouble me no more therefore in asking, 
Whether a Chriftian is in a datJof happx-^ 
neflcormifery in thisconditior ? I anfwer/ 
he is preparatively hsppy, he is now puffing 
from death (o life, though not as yet wholly 
pafied : Nor yet, whether there is any laving 
work before union i I anfwer. No, for what 
is faid is one neccfikry ib'gredient to the 
Working up of our union, as cutting off the 
branch irpm the old itock , is necelTary to 
the ingrafting it into the new; itiictdymth- 
OHtfdith it is imfoJfibU to plea/e Gody nor doe I 
I (ay that this work doth pleafe : i. e. it doth 1 
not pacify God,(for that is proper to Chrifts 1 
perfeft righteouliieflc received by Rvtti^ \ 
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yet as it is a work pt his owne Spirit upon 
QS^ it is pleafing to him; (is the ^ftcp- werke 
of Stndificttion is J though it neither doth 
pacify hios; nor doe I fee how this dodrine 
is any way oppofite t© the free offer of 
grace > and Chrifl: , bccaufe it requires no 
oiore feparation from (tn , then that which 
drivcithem unto Chrift; nay which is lefle, 
that makes them ("by the power of the SfH' 
rit) not refift, but yecld to Chrift • that he 
may come unto them and draw them : you 
cannot repent nor convert your felves; Be 
convrrtcathereftrc^hiih Peter, jtSts 3. ipt 
thatj^n may receive temijfion of fins, and in 
tKis offer the Spirit works ; and> verily hec 
that can truly receive Clirift without that 
fenfeof mifery as feparates him From his fin, 
(as explained to you) let him bekeve not- 
withftandlng all that which is faid; and the 
God ot heaven fpeakes peace to him ; his 
Faith (hall not trouble me , if hee bee fure it 
&ali not one day deceive himfelfe. 

Of lamentation for the hardnefle of mens 
hearts in thefe times : as it is faid the Lord 
Jcfusw*»rwi/when hefaw thehardne^e of 
the feofhs hearts, Mark ^^ J. arc there not 
fome 10 farre from this , as that they take 
pleafure in their fins » they are fugar Isnder 
their tongues^ as fweet as fleep> nay as their 
lives?and you come to piil away their limbs 
when you come to pluck away their finncs : 

though 
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;b they hsve broke Sabbaths^ Dcglefted 
sr» defpifed tJie word, hated and mock- 
the Saints, been ftubborhe to their pa- 
, curO: and fwore^ (which made Fner 
Ht and wcef thterly) though luftfuU 
i^anton , (which tr0^ Davids tenes) 
;h guilty of more finnes then there bee 
csin the Sunne or Starres^ in hetren, 
;h their fins be cf imfon^ and fill heaven 
their cry, and all the earth with their 
en, yet they mourne not; never did it 
onre together : nay they cannot doe \U 
fe they will not; if you are weary and 
n, where are your unutterable groanes^ 
anded and brutfed, where are your do- 
s complaints? if iick> where is your 
ry for a Phydtian ? if fad , where arc 
:eares, in the day, in the night , morn-* 
d evening alone by your felves, and 
i^pany with others ? Oh how great 
wrath of God^hardning fo many thoa-^ 
at this day I whence comes it that 
t is not prized, but from this fenfcltf- 
? name any reafon why the blefled 
ell of peace , and all the fweet promi- 
P life are undervalued , but from 
: and what doe yoiihereby poore crea- 
. but onely aggravate your fins , and 
thofe that are little, exceeding great in 
es of God ? whence it i% that yo« tres^^ 
Hf wrath )aiainfk the daj oj wratVi ^\ 
1 3 g^em.i. 
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Rem.^. 2 J 3» 4)5- This bardneffe isjthtt 
which blunts thtttlge ©fill Gods ordinan- 
ces, whence Gods poore Minifters fit for- 
tx>wfiiil ifi their cloiets , feting all Gods 
feed loft npon bare locks; oh this is the con*- 
dition of maby a m^n , and which it mod: 
fetrfull, the mc ancs which (hould make the 
heart fenfible, make it more proud and un- 
fciifiblc. Tjre and Sjd^n , md Sf^cbm , arc 
more fit to moame, then Ckordfin, and Ci- 
fernaHmyXh^t have enjoyed humbling means 
long. Nay how many be there that fflourdc 
out their mournings, confefle out their con- 
feflions , and by their owne humiliations 
grow more fenfrlefle aherwarcf ? did wee 
everliVeina more impenitent fecurcage? 
wee (hall feldome meet with one broken 
Tpith fin, but how few are broken from finne 
alfo ? and hence it is many a taU*Cedar that 
were fet downc in the Table- Book for con- 
verted men, once much hiimblcdj and now 
comforted; ftay but a fewyeares, you (hall 
fee more dangerous (ins ot a fecond growth; 
one turnes drunkard, another covetous, ano- 
ther proud, another a Seftary, another a ve- 
ry dry leafc, a very formalift; another full of 
humerous opinions, another laden with 
fcandalous lufts : woe to you that lament 
not now; for you (hall mourne. D^ tfafou 
think that Chrift (hould ever wipe off thy 
tents that fheddeft none at all ? doft tnou 
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think to reap in joy » that iovjcd not with 
thefe thowers ^ ?erily Gp4 will nake his 
word gopd^Fr^Y'. 29. !• H<f^ li&4^ hsirdens 
h¥ 9wne htan , /&4if ^ifi fnUsnlj ; betre 
this you fecore forrowleflb (inners , if c- 
vcr Gods ha:ndbeeftretcht out fu^denly a- 
f sunft thee, in blafl:ing thy eftatc , fnatching 
AWiy thy.children»the wife ot thy bo(0me> 
the husband of thy delight; in ftaintng thy 
•oaimc, vexing thee with debts and aoffes, 
&ort and fore, or lingring (icknefles ; knci w 
that all this coaxes upon thee for a hard 
heart :bqp oh mourne for it now you parents* 
children^ (ervants^ the tokens of death are 
upon you ; defire the Lord to breake your 
hearts for y<:>u : lye under Gods hammer^ be 
not aboye the word , and fuficr the Lord 10 
take away that which grieves him oioft^ | 
even thy ftony heart; becaufe it grieves thee 
Icfft : meditate much of thy wofull condi- 
tion, chew that bitter pill; remember death , 
and rotting in the grave, that many are now 
in hell for thy (ins, that Chrift mufl dye , or 
thou dye for the lead (in ; retiiember bow 
patient and longfufFeriog the Lord hath bin 
to thee, and how long he hath groaned un- 
der thy burthen, that it may be , though bee 
would, yet hee cannot beare thy load long; 
let thefe things be mufedon^tbat thy heart 
may bee at laft forrowfuU before it bee too 
late. But oh the fad dftate of ia»nf vi'viVi >q^C 
I 4 ' xJoax 
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that ctn mourne for any cvill, except it bcc 
for the greatcft , finnc and death , and 
wrath that lye upon them. 

Of exhortation ; Labour for this fenfe of 
mifery , this fpirit of compundion : hew 
can you beleeve in Chrift»that feel not your 
mifery without him ? a broken Chrift canr 
not doe thee good without a broken heart; 
bee atflifted and mourne yeefinners^turne 
your laughter into mourning , tremble to* 
think of that wrath, which burnes downc to 
the bottome of hell , and under which the 
cterqall Sonne of God fweat drops pf blood: 
great (ins which thou knoweft thou art guil* 
tyof, caufe great paiit, and great hardnefle 
oFheart, and therefore are fcldome forgiven 
orfubdutd without great afflidion of fpirit; 
they have loaded the Lord long , they muft 
load thee. Little (innes are ufually flighted9 
and extenuated^ and therefore the Lord ac* 
counts them great; and therefore thy foulc 
muft be in bitternefTe for them, before the 
Lord will pafle them by : it is not erery 
trouble that will ferve the turne; look that 
it be fuch as feparates thy foulc from thy 
Cm , or elfe it will feparate betweene thy 
fbule and God. I know it is not in your 
power to breake your owne hearts ^ no 
more then to make the rocks to bleed ; yet 
remember he that bids thee C4ft nf Mftd fn* 
pan the wifj 9fthc L$ri , be hath, promifed 
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that every meanuine {hM he brought lew^ 
dndthecroekfd wMjes msde flaine, and the 
reHghfmeotbyandtbe vsttejs filled i He op* 
\f can doe it for thee , and will doe it for 
fome^ it may be for thee ; he that broke the 
heart ot AdMnaph and Paul after their 
blood and blafphemies ^ when they never 
defired any fuch thing 9 he can break thine 
much more when thou art dcHring him to 
doeit for thee; here are many of you that 
feare you Were nerer humbled nor burthe- 
ncd enough; I fay fcare it ftill, feare left 
there b6 a ftonc in the bottome , not fo as te 
difeourage and drive thy heart from Chrift, 
but fo as to feelc a greater need of his grace 
to foften thy heart , and to take thy fe):)flef- 
ne(}e away t the Lord) doth purpbfely com<- 
vg^^ndthectoploMghuf thy fate jpgrcMHd,thtt 
thou mighteft feel thy impotency fo to do^ 
and come to him to take it away ; every 
thing will harden thee more aiid morej un-* 
till the Lord come and take thy ftony heart 
away by his owne hand s all Gods kindnef- 
fes will maif e thee more bold to (in> and all 
Godi judgements more fierce and obftinate 
in (inne, unlefle the Lord put to his hand; 
if Pharaohs heart be fof tned for a time , it 
will grow hard againe » if the Lord take it 
not away : The means tiiercfore for thee to 
getthiscompunftiojijis, i. To feelethee- 

j viU of thy hard heart; no furer tok^n o^ "S^t- \ 
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probttion then hicdndTe 3 if continued in; 
efpecially for thy betrt ugrow hard under 
or aher foftning ofteanes^ as it was in Phs- 
r40h. 2. To look op to the Lord in all ordi- 
nances, that he would take it a wav. 

Have not you great caufe or abundant 
thankfulnefle^into \yhofe hearts the Lord 
hath let in f eares and forrowes, concerning 
your eftates ? the blind world lookcs upon 
all troubles of confcience as temptations oF 
the derill to de(pairei and the very way to 
run mad; but con(ider what the Lord hath 
done for you that have fuch : wh:|t if the 
Lord had left you withfut ^H fating j^s thofe 
in Efh.^. I p. what if the Lord bad fmitten 
you with dfpirit rf Jlfimter, ts thofe ji il*«». 
1 1 . 8. would not your eftate have bcene 
then lanentabie ? and have you no hearts 
to acknowledge his unfpeakabie goodneffe 
inaw:^ceningofyoB; in (baking thy very 
foundations? doft thou think that any ever 
had fuch a hard heart as thou haft ? doft not 
fay fo in fecet before the Lord fometitnes ? 
oh then wh^^trich grace is this to give thee 
any fence and feeling of thy (in and danger 
by it^ though it betf never fo little in thine 
eyes ! fome think thefe terrors are a judge- 
ment; it is true^ if they Were meerly iaaagi* 
nary , or worldly and defperate ; but faith 
the Apoftle, aC^.7. 7. 1 ihanki G^i 1 
msdej$uf0Yr]. Suppoie thy forrow (bould 
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be only in regard ot the puniftiment of (Tn , 
yet this is the Lords gooaneflle to lAake thy 
heart folkrrenfible; that ^ncedidft goe like 
abeafttptbeflaughcer^fetringiio danger at 
all; the rery meaner; to prize fardur from 
dodyis to feel wrath, (as well as fin) and 
thewryrealon why the Lord hath let thee 
feele'thy paniflnnent heavy , is, that thy 
ibule might feel the erill of (^n^ by confide- 
ring that if the fruits be Co bitter ^ what is 
then the caaCe ? be not thetefore weary of 
dby burcheOj fo as to think the Lord powres 
cut his vengeance on thee while thy tro^* i 
ble remaines; oh confider that this is the^ 
hand of the Lord JtfuSj, and that he is now ' 
about to fave thee, when he comes to work 
any i ompunAidn in thee; efpecially fuch, as 
whereby he doth not onely cut thy heart; 
with feares.and (brrowes i but cut thee off! 
from thy fin; fo far only as humbles thee and 
drrvcs thee to the Lord Chrift to take them 
awaj'. And fo I come to .the third particu- 
lar of Humiliation. 
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Sb^ct. IV. 

The third. Att •/ Chrifis fowcr, 
which ii Hftmiliativn. 

THe Lord Jefus having thus broken the 
heart by compqnftion , ijs not like a 
foolifli builder that leaves off his work be* 
fore he hath fully finifliedit, andlVvetrftsc^ 
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haying tfaus WGunded a poore. (inner , hee 
gees on to humble him alfo; for though in a 
lar^e fcnfe a wounded contrite (inner is aa 
humble (inner ^ jret ftridly taken there is a 
great difl&rencet bet ween them; and there- 
tores he is (aid ftf^^i7iriV& the contrite dni 
humble , i. e. not onely with thofe that bee 
wounded with ^nj but humbled for finne; 
although it is ccrtaixie the (oule is feldome 
or never eifcftually wounded, but it is alfo 
humbled at the fame time. A man may bee 
wounded (ore evea unto death , and yet the 
pride ofthe man is fuch that be will not fall 
do wne before him that fmites him : (0 it is 
with many a poore (inner, the Lord hath 
(brely wounded him that hee will r e(ift no 
more, yet he will rather fly. to his duties to 
heale him, or dye alone and (inke under his 
difcouragements > then (loop. Oh beloved, 
man mud downe , before the Lord Chrift 
will take him up : and therefore in Ifaj 40. 
5, ^,7, the gUrj^of the Lord is ptomifed te 
^^ rrxV^/rJ; but what meancsmuft bee ufcd 
for this end ? Cry j faith the Lord ; ^h4t 
JheuU 1 cry f faith he i the Lord anfwcrs 
thttaH pjh is gra(fe, tndth^t the £lory of it 
fades ^ and that the people sere thisgrajfe ; i, e. 
not only that mens (innes are vile, but that 
themfclvcsalfo aregraflfe, nay their glory 
and excellency is withering and fading; and 
therefore not only mountains mull be pull'd 
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bwne, but all flefli, and the glory of it wi- 
her, before the Lord (ktl be revealed. 

I flball briefly open tbefe foure things .' 
- - What is this hum iliation. 
What need there isof it. 
What meanes the Lord ufeth to 
work it. ' . 

What meafiireof it is here re- 
quired. 

Wh^ is this humiliation? 

Look as pride is tliat (inne,whereby a man 
ronceited of fome good in himfeUetand feek« 
ngfomeexceMencytohimfeUe^ exalts Um- 
elfe above God ; fo Hunuliation ('in this 
place) is that work of theSpirit,whereby the 
foule being broken ofF&om felf-conceit^ and 
felfe-confidence in any good it hath or dotht 
fubmitteth unto, or lyttk under God, to be 
difpofed of as he pleafetJi. i Pn. 5 .6.Levit. 
26. 41 • Th^ look as coffipunftion cuts the 
(inner off from that evill that is in him^ fo 
humiliation cuts it ofFfirom all high con- 
ceits,and felf-confidence^of that good which 
is in him^or which he fieeks might be in hioij 
and fo the foule i s abafed before God* 

What need or neccflity is there of this ? 

Becaufe 

I. When the Lord bath wounded. the 
hearts of his eleft> this is the immediate 
Work of their hearts, (if the Lord prevent 
them not by his grace j as many times Kec 
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doth) /they look to wbtt good they btve^ 
or if they find little or none t they then fed 
for fomc in themlelves ^ thtt thereby they 
may healc their wound, becaufe they think 
thus, that IS their finaes have provoked God 
to anger againft them j (b if now they can re- 
forme and leave thofe finnefejor if not,tepent 
and be ferry for them ; if now they pray , and 
hearej and doe as other s^oc, they have ibme 
hope that this will Jieale their wound , and 
pacifie the Lord to wards them ; when tliey 
fee there is no peace in a finfnll cour£r, thq^ 
will therefore try it dierebe any to be found 
in a good ceurfe •* And look as Ad^m when 
he fii w his own Qmmc and nakednede, kid 
him&IfefromGodiRthebuflieSj and cove- 
red bis nakedneffe with (ig4eaves; fo the 
feule not beii^ ableto endure to fee its own 
nakednefTeand vilecieCTe^not knowing Cbrift 
JefiiSy and he'being far tofeek, doth these* 
tore labout to cover his wickednefff and 
finfttlnefle which now -he feeles by fome of 
thefe fig-leaves. And hence MiaA 6. 'j4 
they ttiC^mtt^hertwUhthey fb^uld come bt" 
f9re the X#r^,(liould they bring rivers efejU 
or th^ufanis oflsmhes , or the fir ft tortte of 
their hdj/ to remove t he Jinne of their foHle? 
tMil did account thefe duties g^ne^ and fet 
them at a high rate, becaufe he thought that 
God did (o himfeif e : When the Lord liath 
wounded the foule, the fiirft voyce it fpeaks, 
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is.What (hidl I doe? Doe? faith Confci- 
fiibr, letYt thy (ins, doe ts welUs others, 
doe with all thy tfiight, and ftrength, pray, 
h^ate/andconfer, God accepts of good de- 
fires, and requires tio mote «f any man but 
to doe what he tan. Hence the foule plyes 
both oares, tfabftgh againft wind and tide, 
andftrives, and wtmks with his (innes, 
aiad hopes oDe day to be better,, and here he 
refls. And obierve it, l^k as finne is his 
greatdlevill, fothf caftingaway of his fins, 
ind feeking to be better, is very fwtctto 
hicn ; and being fo fweet, refts in what hee 
hath, and feeks for what he wants, and fo 
hopes ail will bt well one <iay , and fo ftayes 
here; although (God knowes) it be with- 
out Ckrift, nor cannot reft on him^ though 
hee hath htard of him a thoufand times. 
Andkence it is if they cannot doe any thing 
to eafe themfdres, then their hearts fink, ot 
it may be quarrtll with God, that he makes 
them not bettiir. But beloved, U is wonder- 
ful! to fee how many times men reft ib« lit-* 
tie they have, and doe« 

2 • ]^t whiles it is thus with the foiile,be 
is uncapable of Chrift ; fbr he that tmfts to 
other things to fave him, or makes himfelfe 
his owne Saviour, or rcfts in his duties with- 
out a Savioar,hc can never have Chtift to ftvc 
him. Rcm.9. 32. it is faid, the Jewes lofl 
Chrifts J righteoufncfle, bi^mtfc thej /aH^fcc; 



U7 



I 



^ 



u\ 



\ 



u8 



Oal.t, 



19. 



The Sound ^eleever. 



it nap tffaith^ but fot^ht (alvation by their 
odrne rightcouiheflb. He that mu^ks^h jUfi 
fjii drmCf (ts all duties and endeavours of 
man be , when crafted to ) the Lord faith, 
Curfeihe that mdn^ Itr. 1 7. j^« 6. Onely the 
Lord doth not leave his Eieft here ; he that" 
is nanyed unto the La w> Rom. 7. caanot be 
tnatcht unto Chriftj till he be firfl: divorced, 
not from the duties themielves^ but fresfi tni- 
(ling to them y and refting in them. And 
therefore faith ?4i^, 1 $l/t§Hghthe Ldvf 4m 
iUdd t9 it, that 1 might live unte God. He that 
trufteth to riches cannot enter into the king- 
dome of heaven, no more then a Camdl 
through a needles eye, becatife it is too bi^ 
for fo narrow a roome : fo he that tjrufteth to 
his duties and abilities, is toe big t> enter in 
by Chrift^the Lord muft cut olBf this fpirit,and 
lay it lo^v , and make it ftoop as vile before 
God, before it can have Chriftinthiseftate; 
the Lord mufl not onely cut itoflFirom this 
felfe-conHdence in duties, but alfo fofarre 
forth as that the (bule miy lye under God, to 
be diipofcdof as he pkafeth. And the reafon 
is, becaufe iuch a foule as IsunwiUingto 
(loop, is nnhuoibled ; and he that isfo, doth 
not onely on his parf^rcfitl: God, but the Lord 
alfo reflfts him, lames 4.7,8. And hence you 
(hali obferve,many a one hath laine long un» 
dcr diftrefTc: of confcicnce , becaufe they have 
either reded in t Jieir duties which could not 

' quiet, 



T^e Sound !Bekevj&. 



12^ 



auict J or becaofe they have not foeaft off 
theit con6dcnce in them, fe as to lye downe 
:|uictly before God»^hat he fnky doe what he 
vtrfll yrith them ; oeing fo long ob jeAs of 
Gods refiftancejnot ot his grace. 

By what metnes doth the Lord workc 
this? 

IngejheraUj by the Spirit, imnediately a« 
€tinfi upon the foale ; for after a Chriftian is 
in Chrift 9 he hath by the habit of humility, 
' and the Tettuec^ faith, fome flower to hum- 
ble himfelfe; but now the Spirit of Chrift 
doth it immediately by its own omni{>otent 
hand ; elfe the proud heart would never 
dovf n : For we are firft created in Chrift 
(which is by Gods omnipotent immediate 
aft) nnte goed werl^es, before we do from 
our felves^ or by the power of Faith^put forth 
goodworkcs,£fib.2. i o. Thcf<! ads of felf* 
confidence may hot be ftirring in all Chri- 
ftians; butinallmcn there is this framsof 
(pbit^ never to come to Chrift> if they can 
make any thing elfefervc to heale them or 
fiive them ; and therefore the Spirit cuts off 
ttusfinfiill frame in part in alltheeleA; he 
hewes the rooghneflc ^nd pride of fpirit off> 
that it may IjFeftill upon the foundation ic is 
now preparing for. Noysr chough the S ptrit 
Worksthis^yet tis not without the VVord;the 
Word it works chiefly by, ii the Law, G;iL 
J. I ^. i throHgh $he Law am deadf$.h^ Q*^^\ 
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from feekingany life or help from it) th4il 
might live unto God. Now theLawdptb 
this by a f ourc-told aft* 

I. By difcovering the fecret corraptkM 
of the {oula'in every duty, which it never 
faw before ; It oifce thought, I (hall p^rifii 
formyfinne, if I continue therein, without 
confeflionc^'themaor ferrow for them ;btit 
it alfo did think that thisconfeiTioD^forroWi 
and trouble for (inne will ferve tofave it^ 
and mak«,God to aceept of it ; but the Law 
(while the foule is earneftly driving againfi: 
hisfinReJ difcoveringthatinallthefe there 
IS nothing but flnnej even fecret (i^ioes it 
did never fee before> hereupon it begins thws 
to thinkj Can thefe be th? ineanes of faving 
of me , which being fo (InfuU, cannot but be 
the very caufes of condemnirig of <ne ? I 
know I ffiuft peri(h for the leafl Gnne, and 
now I fee that in all I doe, I c^n do nothing 
elfe but finne. What made Paul dlivt witkh 
out thi Law i You fhall fiode, Rom. y. 7, it 
vv as becaufe he did not know that Infij^i the 
iecrc t concupifcences and fitft riiiogs of the 
foulc to finne^ were /?«i^ ; he law not thefe 
fecret evils in all that which he did : and 
iicnce he refted in his duties, as one alive 
without Chriit ; but the Lord by difcovering 
this, let him fee what little caufe he had to 
litt up his hand, for any good he did : So it is 
here, when the foule fees that all its righte- 
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fneflic is a menftruotis dotb, polliited 
itk (in; now thofe duties which like reeds 
rufted Co before, run into the hand* nay 
irt of a poor finner ; arid therefore 1^9 w it 
s little caufe of rcftiog on them any lon- 
: : now it fees the infinite holinefle of 
»d bjr the exceeding rpiritiialnc0e of the 
ir, It begins to cry out. How can Iftand 
ippicare before him With fuch contiiiuall 
lutions? . 

^. By irritating or Sirring up of original! 
ruption, in mucing iDore of th«t to ap- 
ire then ever before; that if the fouie 
nks^ all I doe is defiled with (in t yet my 
irt is good, and fo it refls there; f he Lord 
reforeftirres that dunghill^ and lets it fee 
lore heUith nature then ever before t in 
1 the holy & bkired<:oinniand of God (to 
feeling)a)akesit worre>more rd«Uious, 
ire averfe from God ; n^!ict9 the c§nmw* 
$eHt cdmi Jinne revived^ faith P4$U , and 
1 9Phkh iBfasf^r life wiU dedtb t§ him » (in 
ing^ccmfion ijtheUw; and hence P^ 
He t^ bejluine^dje to all his ielfe-con- 
snce. If^^tmy^oi Luther s iirfik poiiti-^ 
i in oppofing the Popes indulgences, that 
X c^ volHfUM fmt dM0 adverfurii fim 
itis irreHonciliAkilef ; for the law and 
OS Will meeting togetheri the one holy, 
! other corrupt « onake fierce oppeGtion 
ten the foole is under any lively workeof 
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the Uw; and by this initttion of tbcUw, 
the Lord hath this end in his eleft , to make 
them feel what iltrretched hearts they hate, 
becaule that which is in it felfe a meanes of 
good, makes them (tjirough -mans cornip- 
tipn j more vile to their feeling then ever 
beforehand hence come thofe (ad complaints 
on a foul under the humbling hapd of Chrift> 
I am now worfe then ev^rj was, I grow 
every day worfe and worfe, I haV« loft 
what once I had , I could once pray, 
and (eck God with delight , and never 
well but when one duty was done , to be in 
another; but now, I am worfe , all that joy 
and fweetnefle in feeking of him,aod in hcAy 
walking is gone; I could once mourne for 
(in, but now a hard heart takes hold of me, 
that I have not fo much as a heart to any 
thing that is good , nor to (hed a teare for 
the greateft evill. It is true , I confefife you 
may grow ( to your feeling / worfe and 
worf , and it is fit you (hould teel it; that tlie 
Lord hereby might pull downe your proud 
heart, and make y op lye low; it is the Lords 
glorious wifdom to wither all your flowers^ 
which refreihed yeu without Chrift> that 
you might feele a need of him; and therefore 
I fay the Lord pulls away all thofe broken 
planks thf foule once floated and refted up* 
on, that the foule may finke in a holy de- 
fpaire of any help from any good it hath; the 
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Xord (hikes dpwn til building on a Tandy 
foundation : and then the foulo cryes out. 
It is ill refting here. > / 

3. By loadings tyring and ^ea^ing the 
foule by its own indeavours^untill it can ftir 
no more; for this is in every man by nature; 
when he fees that all he doth is finfull , and 
all he hath, his heart and nature to be moft 
iinfull; yet he will not yet come out of him* 
iclFe , becaufe he hopes though he be for the 
prefent thus vile,yet he hopes foilFiiture tioie 
his heart may grow better^and hitnfelf doe 
better then now ; and hence it is that hre 
ftriy es^and feeks^& indeavours to his utmoft 
toietuphimfeU again»aad to gain cure to 
all bis troubles by his duties : now the law 
whofe office is to command but not to give 
flrength , and the Spkit that (hould give 
ftrength withdrawing it fcUc , becaufe it 
knowes the foule would reft therein with- 
out Chrift; hence it comes to pafle that the 
Qmlc feeling it fclfe to laboui- onely inthe 
fire, and fmoakCj and to be ftill as miferaUe 
and finfull as ercr before, hereupon it is 
quite tyrtd out.and fits down weary , not on- 
ly of its fin, but of its work, and now cryes 
out, I fee now what a vile undone wretch; 
I am^ I can doe nothing for God or tor iny 
felfe, only I can finnc and deftroy my feUe ; 
all that I am is vile, and all that I doe is vile, 
I no w fee that I am indeed poore« and Uvfidi 
' K3 ^__ ^"^^ 
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I tnd mifertble^and naked} & the truth it»be^ 
loved, here comes in the greiteft dejedions 
of rpirit, for when the Lord fmites thefoiile 
for (in, it ho^es that by leaving of linno and 
doing better it may doe well ; but when it 
fees that there is no hope here of healing the 
breach bet\yeen God and it felfe> now it falls 
low indeed : and I take this to be the true 
meaning o^Mnt. i x • a 8. 7> that Uiomr^ i.e. 
You that are wearied in your own way^io 
ieeking reft^o ybnr foules by your own hard 
labour or works (as the word w7tAyr» fig-- 
difies^ and are tyred out therein^and fo arc 
now./^'f indeed with (inne and the heavie 
prefTure of that, finding no eafe by all that 
which you doe; c$me to me^ faith Chrift^ Mni 
joufhaU thct) find refi unt9 y§ur foules : the 
J ewes feeking toeftablifh their own righ- 
teoufncfle, feeking I fay if by any meaner 
they might cftablifh it, lofl CHtift* the Lord 
therefore will make his cleft know they 
(hall feck here fortafeinvaine.' and there- 
foretyresthem out. 

4. By clearing up the equity and juflice 
of God in the law , if the Lord fliould never 
pity nor pardon it, nor (hew any reQjeaor 
favour to it ; for this is the frame of every 
mans heart, if he cannot find reft in his do* 
ties, and endeavours, as he once expefted 
he (hould, but fees (in and weaknefTe^ death 
and condemnation wrapping him. about 




Clikc loffdhs weeds) in all he doth, then hii 
licirt(inkes,andqiian:eUs»tnd falls oiFfar- 
Clierftom Chrift by difconragement , and 
giowes fecretly impatient that there fhoold 
be no mercy left for him, becaufe it thinkes 
noi? the Lords eternall purpofe is to exclude 
l>im; for if there were any thoughts of peace 
^^ward him , be ftiould have iound peace 
before now^ having fo tarncftly and fre- 
<JWDtly fought the Lbrd^and having done 
fx> mttcb, and forfaken his (inf ull wayes, ac* 
Oording to his -o wne commahdemcnt froiA 
Him; and hence it is, you flull find it a c^t- 
^ oiitt truth, that the foule is turned back as 
far from God by finkiag difcooraging for- 
i:"o wts for (in, as ever it was in a ftatc of fe- 
<rurity by the pleafiires of iin • and hence 
C<>metime it thinks it is in vainc to feck any 
•«orc, and hence leaves offdnties^and if con- 
science force it to them, yet it finkes againe 
betaufe its foot is net ftablidit upon the rock 
thrift, but upon the wcakncfle of the wa- 
^ers of its owne abilities and indeavours; 
xvhat therefore fhonld the foule doc in this 
^^afe , to com^ to God ? it knowes not , it 
<:ranhot; fly from him it dare not,it fhall not; 
■^hefpirit therefore by rcvealilig huW equal! 
*nd J ull ii is for the Lord never to regard or 
look after it more, becaufe it hath finned and 
i s ft ill fo finfall,makcs it hereby to fall down . 
proftr4te in the daft before the L3rd ^^s wot- 1 
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thy of nothifig but (hame and coafiifioni tnd 
(6 kifleth the rod^ and turnes the other cheek 
unto the Lord even {tniting of him, tcknow 
k4ging if the Lord (hew loercy it will bee 
wonderfully if not, yet the Lord is righte- 
ous, and therefore hath no caufe to quirrdl 
agtinft him fer denying fpcciall mercy to 
him , to whom hee dothjiot owe a bitef 
bread. And now the (bule is indeed hum- 
bled, becaufe it fabmits to bedifpofed of| 
ts God pleafeth; thus the Church in her hu- 
milistion. Lam. 3. 12. having in the former 
ptrt oi the Chapter drnnke the jfi^ermrmnd 
and the gaily at laft lies down and profefletfa, 
it is the Lcrds mftcj it is net cenfnmedi and 
verfe 2p. he fttts his mouth to the Jufi if there 
maj be any hope : and verfe 39. vhy Jhetetel a 
living man compiainefor the ptnti/bmemt of 
hiefinne? You think the Lord dc^b yoa 
wrong,and ncglecfls your good and his own 
glory too, if be doth not give you peace an^ 
pardon, grace and mercy,even to the utmofi: 
of your asking , and then thinke you have 
hence good caufe to fret, and Hnke, and be 
difcouragcd |No,no,t heLord will pull down 
thofemouhtaincs,thore high thoughts. and 
make you lye low at his feet , afnd acknow- 
ledee that it is infinite mercy you are alive, 
and not confumcd; and that there is any 
hope orpo01bility of mercy, and that yoD 
. areoutof thcnethermoft pit : aiidthat if he 
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fhould never pity you , yet he doth you no 
wrong, but that which i% equall and juft, 
aqd that it is fit your finfiiU troward wills 
fliqald ftoop to his holy,rigbteous, and good 
Willi rather then that it &ould ftoop and be 
crooked according unto yours. Beleeve it 
brethrcni be that judgfth not himftlft thus^ 
JhaB'hjMjgedoftke Lord^k^w can youhaTC 
mercy that will fetyour felTes up in Gods 
Soveraigne Throne to difpoie of it> and will 
not lye aowne humbly under it, that i( may 
difpofe df you ? for ^e you worthy of it i 
hath the Lord any oeed of you ? have you 
not provoked him exceedingly i was there 
ever any that dealt worfc with him then 
you ? Oh beloved lye low here ; and leame 
of the Church , Micdb n. p. / mi beMre thg 
indign^Mn of$heL§rd,pecdMff 1 h^vi finned 
dg^inft him. It was • moft bleflfed frame 
ol* fpirit in Aaron , when he faw Gods 
hand againft him in cutting ofC his childreny 
and Aaron he/d hie peace ; {o if the Lord 
(hoold caft thee off, or cut thee ofF^never take 
pleafure in (iich a polluted broken veflcU un- 
fit for any ufe for him^ hold thou thy peace; 
qnarrell not, be (ilent before him, and fly as 
they did, a Chron. 1 2. ^.Tbe Lord is righte*^ 
o$te^ hut 1 am vile; let him doe mth me v^bai 
feemsgoodin his own eyes: and thus the Lord 
Jefus by the law doth dead the foule to the , 
law,untill it be made to fubmit Vvkt viixA 
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or like clay to tfae hand of the potter^to frame 
it a vcflell to what ufe he pleafeth ; and t% 
the Apoftle moft excellently Rem^ 7. ifitffr- 
cith it from its firfi hmbdnd^ (u e^ Sin and 
the Law^ that it may be m4rryedunt9 Ufm 
Chrifi. In a word , when the Lord Chrift 
hath made the foule feele not oncly its inabi- 
lity to help it felfe^and fo fiiith as fmml, GmI. 
2s2o« Itu not 1, butalfoitsowneunwor- 
thincSc,th2ttheL9^rdflf§f$ld belf it^ and h 
ctjea oat with leb^ BthoUy 1 4m viU ; now 
at this ihftant^ tis va^ c^fMx^t veffell capable 
(though unworthy) of any grace, /4iit.4.tf. 

The laft Qaeftion remaines ^ What met- 
fure of Humiliation is here necefTary ? 

Look ai fo much conviftion is necefTary 
which begets compundion,&(b much com'* 
punftion as breeds humiliation ; ib/o much 
humiliation is neceflary as introduccth faith, 
or as drives the foule out of it fclfe unto 
Chrift I for as the next end of conviftion is 
compunAion, and that of compundHon is 
humiliation ; fothe next end of humiliation 
is faith, or comming to Chrift, which w^ 
fhall next fpeak unto. And hence it is that 
the Lord calls unto the we^rj andhernvj /4* 
den to ceme unto him. Mat, 1 1 . 27.50 much 
as makes you come for reft m Chrifi » b 
much is necedary, and no more* If any cm 
come without being thus laden and weary 
m fome meafure, let them come and drink 
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ill make it felfe its owne StTiouTi will 
me to the Lord Jefus to be his Saviour; 
twill be his owne Phyfitian, la long 
t fend out! or another. Nay let me tiU 
grec lower, if the foule cannot come 
riftf (as who feel not theoifelves uba-' 
len the Lord comck to draw ?) and 
Dt the Lord Jf fas comcning unto them^ 
w them and compeU them in ; yet if 
lie befo far humbled^as not to tmt the 
9y quarrelling with him, and dt htm^ 
t comming to him^as unworthy of the 
nile, as worthy of tU fro wnes ; verily 
ird will come to it, and no more is re- 1 
then this, and thus much cetrainly is: j 
us the whole Scripture runs, He gives 
r# the bumble. Tames 4.5. 1 d»eit^ifh 
ftriteafgdbumtle, E6y 57. 16. The 
ajfli£led JhdB not alway ie fergetten^ 
.12,18, When their uncircumcifeA 
are humbled^ fo as to ntcsep of the fu- 
rnt of their iniquity^ the Lord then re-- 
trs hie Covenant^ Lev.26,4i 342, Con- 
it thus : There ean be no union to 
:, while there is a power of reSftance 
oppoHtion againft Chrift. The Lord 
: muft thqrofbrc in order of nature (for 
fpeak not ofiorderof time) firft remom' 
r^^i^rif/, remove this refiftance before 
I, and that he may, unite>. 1 Ao^ t«jx\ 
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meine refinance of the frtmc office, but 
(as WIS faid) of the Lord efgrace^ when be 
comes to work it» 

Now there is a double refifhncej or two 
ptru of this refiftince^ like a knife with two 
edges. 

X • A refiftance of the Lord^by a fecret un- 
winingnefTe that the Lord Aiould werkc 
grace: Now this the Lord removes in coin- 
punftion, and no more brekeRne0e for (inoe 
or from finiie is neceflary there then that. 

a. A refiftance of the Lord by (inkii^ diP 
couragemeni$«and a fecret quarrellinj^ witK 
hiiiiy in cafe the foule imagines he will flot 
come to work gra€e,or manifcft grace.Now 
this the Lord takes away in humiliation; 
and no more is neceflary here > then the re* 
movall of the power of this which makes' 
the foiile in the fcnfe of its owne infiaite 
vilenefle and unworthinefle not to qmnelat 
I theLord>and devil-like grow fierce &impa- 
tient before and againft the Lord^ in cafe he 
(hould never help it^ never pitty it » never 
(iiccour it ; ihc Lirdii^lll netforfakef^ ever^ 
if the fbule thus lies i$wn^ and fHts its mmith 
in the duft^ Lam. 3 • 3 0,3 1 .Which confidera* 
tion is o( unfpeakableufe and confolatipn» to 
every poore empty nothing,that feels it felfe 
unable to bcleeve^ and t||e Lord f orfaking it, 
from helping it to belceve. And I have fcen 
itconflantlyi that many a chofen^vefTcU nc- 
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vet hath been comforted till no w> and ever 
comforted when now ; they nevet knew 
vrhtt hurt them till they faw this, and they 
have immediately felt their hurt healed , 
^hen this hath beeo removed. In comfort- 
ing Chriftians under deep diftrefle^ tell them 
ofGods grace and mercy, and the riches of 
both, you doe but torment them the more, 
that there (hould be jTo much, and they have 
nopart»nor(hareihit, and think they never 
{hall, becaufe this is not the immediate way 
ofture; tell them rather when they are foil 
of thefe complaints, that they are as they 
fpeak/vileandfinfiBll,and therefore worthy 
never to be accepted of God , and that they 
have caufe to wonder that they have their 
lives^and areon this fide hell, , and fo tumc 
all that they iay to humiliation and felfe-loa- 
thing; vtrrilyyou (hall then feCj if the Lord 
Intends good,he wil by this doe them good, 
and the weakell: Chriftian that cannot come. 
toChrift, youflialireefirftorlaft (hall fee 
caufe to lye downct and be lilent, and not 
qQarreU,th9ueh the Lord fliould never come 
to him. And that this is nece(&ryj may ap^ 
peare thus : Other wife, 

X . The Lord ftiould ' not advance the ri-- 
ches of his grace ; the advancement of grace 
caniiot poffibly be without the humiliation 
fltndabafement of the creature; the Lord not 
onely faves, but calls things that src Hit^hsm 
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nofUJh might gl0rj^ X Ci?r.i.i8^ap. 

a. Other wife the Lord (hrald not be 
Lord and difpofer of his o wne grace, but a 
(infuU creature who quarrf lis agaiofl: God, 
if it be not 4ir^fcd of^ not as the Lord willi 
but as tbe crcattire wiU. If a ftranger cones 
to our hopfca and will haTC what he want^ 
and if he hath not, be quarrellsand contends 
with the nsaftet of the houTciWhat would bi 
fay ? Away proud beggct, doft think to be 
lord ot what I have ? doft draw thy knife to 
(lab me, if I doe not pleafe thee and give thee 
thy asking ? no, thou (halt know that I wU 
doe with my owne as I fee good, thou (halt 
lye downe on the du(l of my thrcfhold before 
I give i\^K ^ny thing. So tis with the Lord. 
It u not in him that vfiSith, n§r in him tb^^ 
runneth JfUt in G$i that Jhcweth mercy. It is 
fus principall name.> 1 r^ill ke mtrcifnB t9 
t^h^m I win be mereifuM; and therefore ii 
yod will not beleeye me , yet bcleeve the 
Lords oath, Efdy 4 J . 13 . Vnto mefiaUevtrf 
knee b$w : and doe you come to lord it over 
him, and quarreU, and fret, and (ink, and 
grow &Uen, and vex, if the Lord ftoop not 
unto your defircs ? No, no, you mufl and 
(hall lye upon his thre(hold,nay he wil make 
thee lav thy ncfck upon the block, as wortiiy 
of nothing but cutting off, and then when 
this VAtej isfiBei^ aHfieJb [hdifee thegUr) of 
theLerd^Ebiyj^o.^. 
I "Thus 
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Thus humiliation is fKC«tfary ia this mca- 
iire mentioned. No^ tb»t I deny any fubfe- 
:^eAt bumiliatipng ^ittr,^ Cbrifiian is in 
Chrift, trifing from ttK; (bofc of Cods fa- 
?our in Chrift, then which notbing mak^s a 
Chriftian ^f an evangelicall fpirit more a- 
(hamed of himfeUe^ yet I dari! not exclude 
this which is antecedent, arjiingfrotn the 
rpiric oi power immediately {iibduing the 
[oule to Chriftj that it may be exalted by 
Chrift, I Pet. ^.6. Itistrqe, all things that 
pertaine to life and godllioefle are received 
3y faith, 2 P^M.3. yet faith it felf i$ a faving 
i^ork, which is not received by another pre- 
cedent faith. Faith therefore is to he excep- 
ted, not onely as begotten in us, but as it is 
inthe begetting of it in the convidion and 
hun^liation of every (innci:. 

Hence fee what \% the great hiAdrance be- 
'weene the mercy ot God , and the foule of 
many a man ; if it be not (ome (inne & hard- 
nelTe of heart under it^ whereby he cares not 
for Chrifl:3to deliver himithen tis fome pride 
of fpirit arifing from fame good he hath , 
whereby he fecles no need of Chrifl, hoping 
his ownc duties Ihallfave him, or clfe is a- 
bove Chirift, and not uDder him» willing to 
be difpofed of by him. And iience the lqiA 
makes this the high way to mercy, Levitt 
26. 40. if firft they ftiaU f •^^/J?/* their ftnne^ 
fccondly j hnmble thewefelvei, ("both which 
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I know the Lord oiuft worlce)then he witre^ 
mett^ter bit C0vefuint. Look is it is\vitha 
refleli before it can be fit for ufe, it muft ficft 
ptfTe through fire^and the etrth and droffi 
fevered from it, then it mdft bfc' manje hol- 
low and empty, which makes it if as csmj^^ 
a veffell capable of receirinz that wiiich 
(hall be po Wred out into it; if, (O Brethren) 
the Lord hath fome refiells of glory which 
he prepares befbre-hand,and makes capable 
of glory, Rem.f. li, 12. if the Lord detb 
doth not fever you from fiiine in compundi- 
on, and empty you of your felves in humili' 
ation, you cannot receive Chrift, nor mercyy 
you cannot hold them ; and if ever you mifle 
of Chrift by faith, your wound lies hene- 
How many be there at this day, that were 
.once profane and wicked , but now by fooie 
terrours and out ward reftraints upon theo), 
they leave their (innes, and fay they loathe 
them, and purpofe never to run riot as th^j 
have done, and hipce becaufe they thinke 
thcmfelves very goed,or to have feme goodj 
they fall {kort of Chrift p and are ft ill in the 
gall of bitterues, in the midil of all evill ? It 
were the happines of fome men, if they did 
not think themfelves to have foase good, 
becaule this is their Chrift. Oh you that 
live aud«r precious meanes, and have many 
f eares^yon may peri(h ^nd be deceived at the 
laft; But why doe you fearc ? I know yoa 
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will tnrwer,- Oh Tome fecrct unknown (in 
may be my niine ; Ivistrue^andyoudowcU 
to have a godly j caloufie thereof. But remeir* 
ber this alfo, not onely (ome (inne, but fotne 
good thou thinkeft thou haO, andredeft in 
without Chrift, and lifting thee up above 
Chrift, may as eafily prove thy ruine, bc- 
caufe a mans owne rigHteoufnefle reded in, 
doth not onely hide mens (innes,but (Ireng- 
thens them in fome finnc by which men pe- 
ri th ; Trnfting to ontscwnerighteoMfnefffy 
znA committinginiquity are cbuples, Ez^ik^j 
3 3 , 1 3 • Nor doc I hereby run into the tren- 
ches of that wretched generation of the Fa- 
miliftsi denying all inherent graces.evidcnce 
of favour from any Ghriftian obedience, or 
fanftification in holy duties ; or that a Cbri- 
ftian (hould profanely cad oflTall duties, be- 
canfc they caiinot favc thcmftlves by them ; 
No, no, the Lord will fearch with candles 
one day for (uch Tonnes of darknefle, and ex-^ 
KXwitvAc\ fioHJh virgins that have neither 
0jle in their vefTcls nor light in their lamps : 
I onely fpeak of that good, that righteouf- 
nefle which is reded in without Chrid,anJ 
lifts up men above Chrift, which in deed & 
in truth is not true righteoufncfTc , but only a 
truefliadow of it. And therefore as Bez.:i 
well obC rves from Rom. pi '^i. ivhj did not \ 

IfraeU thdtfo Bowed After rightcofifneffc attair. \ 
I it ? BecaUfe ihfj fought it not bj fax\h^\o%\ ^\ 
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h were tj the wolrkj oj the L^m : they were 
not fruits of fiticcrc obedience to theX4irj 
but as it were the works of the Law ; now 
this, faith the Apoftlc, verfe 5 3 . *r theftnn^ 
blingfione in Sion. Chrift will hive all flefli 
vailej and be (Iript naked ^ and made nothing 
before him,beforcthcy (hall ercr be built up- 
on hitn; now this men ftumble at^ thejr mnSf 
bang iomething to him> they will not be 
vile, cmptineflfe , and nothin|;nefle , that he 
may be all to them;verily obfcrvcydur felvct 
0cyou (hall Hnd^if there be little humiliationi 
there is little ofCAr//?jif much humilittion> 
much of Chrifi; if unconflant humiliation^ 
uncertain fruition of Chrifl; if reall humilia'- 
tion,reall poflcffion of Chrijt ; iffalfc humi- 
liation, imaginary fruition of Chrifi. Know 
it, you cannot perifti if you fall not ftiort 
here, you muft pcrifh if you do. 

Be exhorted therefore to lye down in the 
duft before the Lord, and under the Lord^asly 
intreat the Lord that he would puttfice upon 
his wheele, and mould thy heart to his will; 
why, will you reft in any good yon have ? Oh 
remember thy father was 2^ Syrian ready to 
peri(h-and thy felfc polluted, an infinite end- 
kffc evill. What ever good thou-doft, is it not 
a polluted y?r^/rw, of a more polluted J^ii*'^? 
Nay, fuppofe the Spirit works any good m 
thee, yet is it not polluted by thy undeaa 
bczrtf Nay, fuppofe any afticns fbouldbe 



ipedefft, yecnemember the Lord fpared cot 
I tte Angels that finned; perf edrioh prefibnt 
[^cHBinot fiitistie Juftice for pollution ptft.Cry 
j out tlMrefor«j and fay. Ok Lord, new I fee 
•n^onelytfaatmy (inneisvile, but that toy 
\ feUand all my rfghteoufoefTe is vile alfo ;and 
n«W tkough the Lord ftands at a diftance^ 
fpeakt'no peace, hearea^no prayers, yet be^ 
cxah th&a art very vilct lye downe under 
! hfoi, that if be will he may tread upon thee, 
and thereby e^calt himielfc, as well as lift 
tlMe upi and exalt thee. Be not catelefie 
whether the Lord help or no, but .be fautii* 
blef hot to qnarcell in cofTe he ihoold not ; 
For, 

I. Suppofethouart not onely anifetable^ 
bat finfali, and the Lord (thoafayft): takes^ijt 
not away, yet reniembet thzt to quarrel! 
with God for withdrawing his hand, is a (in 
alfoj L4m,j.^p. and wilt thou adde iinne to< 
fi^e? 

a. Why act thon quiet and (bill When the; 
l6rd denyesf thee any codMSion mercy ? Is it ' 
riot becanfetfie Lord will havb it£o^ Nowi 
lik>kaa we fay ol him that hates fin as (in,! 
that he hates all flnne ; fo he thtt is meekn^d I 
With Gods gjoodpleafure in anyene thing,; 
bettttfe of hSs good pleafute i n it, upon the 
(ame ground wUlatleaft deike to ftoop in^ 
every thing. Supp^fe therefore it be tlid 
Lords good pWure to deny thcc oi^c^ ^ 
1 La ^ 
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I grant you muft pray for it» yet with fub^ 
miffiontothegood will of the Lordjfaying, 
The Lords will is good » but mine is evill.} 
other wife, thou haft no meekneffe in siny 
thing»that art not meekly fubjcd to his wkl 
in every thing* 

3. The greatelt pride that is in man« ap^ 
peares here ; for fuppofe the Lord fhoaki 
deny thee bread, or warer^ or clothes, was-it 
your duty to murmur now ? nay, wa$ it.not 
pride, if the heatt would not lye down, and 
fay, ILord I am worthy to have my bread 
plncktf rom my mouth^and my clothes from 
my back. Now if it be ptide to murmur in 
cafe the Lord denyes you fmaller matters ^ 
the offals ot this lifej doll not thou fee that its 
far greater pride for thee to (ink and quarrel! 
with him,ifhedenyes thee greater, and the 
things of another life? is he bound to give 
thee greater , that doth not owe thee the 
leafl ? Suppofe a begger murmur at thy 
doore, if thou doil deny him bread, or a cap 
of drink, wilt thou not account hira a proud 
ftout begger ? but if thou giveft him that^atHl , 
then he quarrell and murmur at thee becavfe 
thou doft not give him a thoufand pound, or 
thy whole eftate when he asks ir, will you 
not fay^ I never met with the like infolencic? 
the Lord gives you your lives, blefled be his 
name,but you aske for treafures of gi'ace afnl 
mercy^ thoufands of pounds, Chrift \dtnk% 

and 
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and all that he is worth, and the Lord feepis 
todenyyou^ and now you finki and grow 
fullen, and difcontcnt, and quarrcll, and 
murmur at God/not diredly .but (ecrctly^and 
(lily ; may not the Lord lio w fay; Was there 
ever fuch pride and infolcncy ? And thcre- 
fiqrrfi as Chrift fpake of hin^felfe, J^hni 2.24, 
^5« A ccrne cffrvbeaf cannot live unleffc it 
die firft ; fo know it , you (hall never live 
with Chrift , unlefle you die and pcrifh in 
ypur felveSjUnlefTe yon be fowne and lye un- 
der the clods of your owne wretchednefle> 
faith will never fpring up in fuch a foule. As 
tis in burnings , the fire muft be firft taken 
out^ before there can be any healing; fo this 
impatient fpiric which toroients the loule, 
muft firft be removed| before the Lord will 
healethee. . ' , 

4* Confider the approaching times ; I 
do beleeve the Lord at this day is comming 
out to (hake all nations^all hearts, all confci- 
enccS) ail conditions, and to teare and reoil 
from }'ou your choiceft ble(IingSs peace and 
plenty, both externall and internall alfo ; for 
there is netd of it, our age growcsfull,. and 
proud, and wanton, a mans price is falne in 
the market, unlefle bis locks and new fifhi- 
ons commend him to the world Oh oonfider 
.^dien Godcomes to rend all from ydu,theh 
you may finde a need of the excrdfeiof this 
dhty ;Lt mty be the time is cbmmihg Wbetcr 
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iayiOttihall hive nodiing to.fuppQtt your 
heftrts^ you Qiall fioci reft in no m^ bvt this; 
I know afliumDce of , Gods love may quidt 
you, but Mrhat if the Lord ^ftake «U your 
foundatroDS and depmey^of diai ? whafe 
will you do&tfacn?and tlterief ore at Zeftumj 
cap. a. 3 • having foretold of tke evill day » 
cryesuotohis heaceis^.^ir^^r mgtk^tgt.jeg 
pKekf ef the earth; Jic)/i smckaeS: yfa &y I 
to you : for you wiO find all little eaougL 
Come downe from jthy throne and, be the 
footftoole and threOic^ of Chdfi: Jefctti 
before the daycs of dtrktpefls come npda 
you; be content to be a cipher , . k ilep^ng- 
ftone, the very ofFall of the world. 

But you will fay. Wherein flsould I cx« 
prefle this humiliation and (ubjedion^ 

Bee highly thankful! for any little the 
Lord gives/X^i». 3.21,23. 

Be humble and Judge thy (elfis worthy of 
nothing when the Lord denks ; arsd verily 
^l you (kadi find the Lord J cfus ere Icng fpeak- 
ing peace unto you, and giving you reft 10 
his bofome, that now aot ({uieily contented 
to lye ftiU at his feet. 

For fome helps thereinto. 

I* RemeHiber whole thoiiart , viz,. At 
Lords>clay, and he thy Potter, and therefore 
may doe with thee r^bMthe viB. Rom. 9, 20. 

2. &ciiieMber what thou art ; vUl. a pol^ 

liitf d vejSsUf i kind of infinite endlcife evill, 

as 
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as I have oft faid ; fee the piAare pf thy own 
vilcDc^ in the damned in hejl. who are full, 
fUJd (hadl through all eternity ^o wre oat all 
macineriofevill. hi 40. ^^^ 

3 ^Remember whtt thoy 4?& been , and 
hew long thou bal$ made warre againft 
Chrlft with all thy might , and heart , and 
ftrength; why fhould the Lord therefore 
choofe thee before others; i^r. 3. 5. when^ 
aS| ( aske thy conference } was there ever 
fiich a wretdk (ince the world began as thou 
htaftbeen? 

4. Remember what thou wilt be; fit for 
noufe to jefus Ghrift, good for notJiing, 
but to pollute his holy name when thou 
medleft withit; and why (hoald the Lord 
take up fuch a dry leafc^ Ifaj 6^. 6. and 
breath upon fuch a dry b^ne I ^ 

5 . Remember how good thcLords will is> 
even when it crofleth thine: he ftiall have in- 
noite glury by all his demals to thee of what 
thou wouldft 3 he (hall gaine that , though 
thou lofefl: thy peace and quietnelTc^ that 
good which thy foqliOi fintuli will ckfires 
at his hand; John 1 2. 27, 28. and if fo, blef- 
C^d be his name, let God live , but let man 
dye and perithj that he may:Jpe exalted of 
vile man. 

6. llemeqaber the fwect reft thou flialt 
have by this (ubjedion to the Lotd^ oothin^ 
is mans Croftc, but mans wiU;^ ft^itib^awill 
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like t (lubborne * heifer in the y otke galli and 
frets the foulf; Learn m$ek?e^e, faith our Sg" 
\ioury of me $9$ tdking my yoake en jem, and 
then j-tfi* JbaBfind refi. Hdl WQuld not bee 
hell, CO a heart truly humbled. Sometimes 
you find inlirgeinents , then you are ^lad^ 
{bmetimeooneAthen you.finke; ibmetioies 
you have hope of merj^,thcn you are calmc; 
fometimes you Ipfc your hopes » then the 
Seawprkes; when the Lord pleafeth you, 
then you arc wtU, but if a little croflc befall 
you, then your fpring is inuddv,and a (it(le 
thing troubles • Oh be humbU & vile in thine 
owne eyes^and verily fuch uncertaine fits 
of peace and trouble arc done, and the d ayes 
of all your mourning arc mw ended, 

Otihankfulneflcjto allthofe whom, the 
Lord hath truly huiabled;Time was, when 
the Lord firft convinced you, that ib long as 
you could make any (hift, find reft in any 

1duties,you wouldiievcr lye down at Chrifts 
fett, now the Lord might have left you to 
have ftumbled at that ftumbling-flone , and 
tohaveftuckinthofe buCies , but you may 
fee that the Lord will fave you even then 
when you would not be faved by him ^ and 
efpccially take notice of two paflages of 
Gods dealings with you, wherein ufually 
you find matter of difcouragement, rather 
then of acknowledgment of Gods goodneffe 
to you therein. 
/ That! 
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I . That thcLord liath withdrawn allfdcl- i 
ing of any good^ which it may be opceyou 
fdtj and that the Lord hath let out more of 
the eviU.Qf your hearts then ever you imagi- 
ned was in them, nay (b much evill that you ^ 
think there is none like unto you, who haft 
now no heart nor power to ftiTre> think, de^ 
f Ire» will, or doe any thing that is good^- oh 
bkfle the Lord for this, for this is Gods* way 
to humble, and empty, and make thee poor; 
the Lord faw (though it may be you did 
not J that you refted in that good you Felt, 
and was or would be lifted up by thefe, arid 
therefore the Lord hath broke thofe crazy 
crutchej, famiiht now,brought you downe 
to nothmg, made you like dry dcfarts ; all 
thehurt the Lord aimeth at in this, being 
only to humble you, and though thcTe defer- 
tioRS be bitter for the prefent , yet that by 
thefe he might doe joh g9§i in ycur Utter 
end : Oh brethren the Apoftle (lands at a 
ft ay and dtfires the CerintnUns to coniidcr^ 
T^Hfee jenr caBing^tiixh)sLt y I Car. 1. Nit 
many mighty ^net many wife, tut things that 
are net deth he caU^ that no flejb might glory ? 
The Lord, faith MofeSyVent. 8. 2,3 .Jufered 
thee to want i(l\iit was the firft) and then 
fed thee, that he might prove thee and humble 
fhee;rememter this, faith he: So fay I to you; 
remember this mercy, that when the Lord 
makes you worft of all Cnot really, but Yin 
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yoomrn cycs^tb%t then the Lord is ab^ut 
this glorious work. 

2. That the Lord hath kept you (it msy be 
t loogtiiiie too j from (ight and (enfe dr his 
peculiar love ; one Would wonder why 
the Lord fhould hide his love fo nuch , to 
long, from thofe to whom he dotji intend it; 
the great rea(bn is, bectufe there is inmaojr 
aooe^ a heart deiirous of bis love, and this 
would quiet them , if they were furc oHt; 
$ut they never came to bee quieted with 
Gods will, in ca(e they think they fluU ne- 
ver partake of his jove : but are above that, 
oppofe and refift and quarrell with that^ un* 
humbled under that; the Lord therefore in- 
tending to beftow his favour ondy upon a 
humbled (inner, he will therefore hide his 
face untill they lye low a and acknowledge 
themfelves worthy of nothing but extremi- 
ty of mifery; unworthy of the leafl; mercy; 
The people of God Lam. i.i6. cry out that 
the comforter which fbotUd rcfrejb their fiulc 
wsufarreffom them; what was Gods end ill 
this ?yoa ihall fee the end of it, virfe it^tht 
Lardi^righfe^fis J here the Church is hum- 
bled)/'^ / haverehllcd;or{siS SanUim reads 
it) IhdVi mdde his m^utb Utter y that the 
Lord ipeaks no peace to me^ut bitter things. 
The caufc is in my owne felfe, and therefore 
i£ he never comfort me , nor fpeak good 
word unto me, yet he is righteous, but I am 

vile: 
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rik:an<i you will find this certain^tliat ts the 
Lord thtrefore humbles tluit he may «3cidt/o 
the Lord never refiifeth to exalt ('in hiding 
his face) but it is to humtde. And is thi^ tlie| 
WGpft thcLordiiimes at^and wilLyott not bei 
thaiskfull ? why are you then difcoaraged 
when you fisd it thus with yo<i? doe not fay,' 
the Lord never dealt thus with any as with | 
flue; ilqppofe thati the reafon then is, becaufe 
tlucLofd'Tees^neverhad any (iich thigh -heart 
U4hou haft ; but oh be thankfully that not-: 
withftanding this, he will take the pains to ; 
take it downe. . > 

Thus much for humiliation^ I comis dowj 
to the fourth and laft> which is faith* 



Se C T, 5, 

Thi fourth undUfi a£t ofCfrrifisfdwer^ 
is the wm^kf 'rf Fahh. 



THe Lord having wounded and huqnbled 
his eleft and laid them downe dji*ad at 
iiisfeet, they are now ^s unable to iitleeve 
(^^7 wese to humble their owne foulesj 
ind therefore now the Lord takes thein up 
into his.owoe armes, that they leane and 
reft 6n the bofome of their beloved by faith. 
Mitrhfefh hadfpoken roughly to ^is bre* 
thren^and thereby-brought the blood oFtheii 
brother to remembrance , tnd fo hadioumr \ 
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Atd thetn; then he can coataine no longer , 
but difcovers himfelfe to them, and tells 
them , I tm lofefh whom you wickedly 
fold, yet feirc not; fe doth our Siviour carry 
it to wards^his eleft^when he laid them lo w: 
now isthe very feafon for him to advance 
tkeg^oryoF his grace, he cannot now con- 
tainehimfeUeany longer; bat having torne 
and taken away that vaile o^ finne and of the 
law from off their hearts t now they fee the 
Lord with open tace, even the end of that 
which w|is to be aboliOied, ^ C^r. 3 . The 
explication of this great work 3 is ot excee* 
ding^reat difficulty; nothing more ftirring 
thenb|ithin a true Chriftian , becaufe hec 
lives by it , yet it is very little known ; as 
children in the wombe, that know not that 
navill-ftring by which they principally 
live ; I fliall therefore bee wary, and leaving 
laiger explications j acquaint you with the 
nature oFFaith^in this brierdcfcripdon of it. 
I f Faith is that gracious work of the 
■Spirit, whereby an humbled finncrxe- 
ceivcth Chrift; or whereby the \yl^ 
foole Cometh out of it felfeto C^f^ 
forChriftand all his benefits, upon 
thecallof Chrift in his word« 
Before! open this particularly, give mi: 
leave to pnsmife fome generall cunfiderajti- 
ons; Faith is the complement of cflfedluaU 
vocation > which begins in Gods call ^ and 

ends 
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ends in this anfwet toJtKat call] thrljord 
prevents t poore hbmbleil <bulc> wit It hit 
ctll) tither not knowing flow , or not ajplc, 
or not daring to come $ 'juid then the Teule 
cofiies> And hence mcf iaHed^zviihiefving^ 
are all one, /{ 9 w. 9* M* ^^^h 33. ^^ ^ 
wounded (inner will be fcratxibling after 
Ghriftfrom (bme f eheraU regorts m him, 
before the day and houre of 6ods glorious 
and gracious call. Now for any to receive 
Chrift , or come to Chrift,before he Is called, 
is pcefumption; to rc&le Chrift when cal-» 
led, is rebellion ; to come and receive whc^n 
called, IS properly and formally Faith , and 
that which the Scripture ftiks, the ^Mi^ 
fncecfFMithy if^ni. i. 5. And now Chrift 
atthisinftantis fully and freely given, on 
Gods part, when really and fireclyxoflae unr 
to and taken on our part. . 1/ 

This receiving of Chrift or cvming U 
Cbrift are for fucilancethe fame^t hough the 
words be div^rfe; the holy Ghoft ufetb to 
ezprefle one and the ft me thing in variety of 
j words, that our feeblenefTe might the better 
undcrftand what he meaneth. And hence in 
Scripture , beluving , coming , receiving 
Cbrifi , rolling , trufting , cleaving to the 
Lerd^X^c. fet out one and the fame thing; 
and therefore it is no wonder it our Divines 
liave different defcriptipns of faith in varie- 
ty of words; which if well confidercd diet 
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but ftt 6Ut ono tnd the bmt thing : and t 
fibfc CQRceivt tkcy:doc all agree in thts; d^' 
Hctiptijini I haye now mcndoned ; I kno^ 
there ire fome wht tqead awry here» whpoi 
rftiirit briefly noteout9 and fo pa&on to 
i yrlnt wc intencL 

i« ThaPapifts>witbfofne others of cerri^ 

jadgcuicQts, at kift of weak appcehenfion^ 

!«moi^oDr^TeSydeicribe Faith to be m^ 

thing elfis bat a fiqiematarall aflisnt to a di- 

vinetmth, becami'of adivinetcftimoay; 

Exkjr. toaffhfit to this tnithj that Cfaetft b 

cosBe^thatheisthcSonnrofGod; that hee 

was dead and isri(enagaine» that he. is the 

Sariour of the Worlds 6cc* and to confirBne 

thist^ prodnde, /ij^ i6\ t6. i lokJ^^. 

. It isgranted that this aflentia in Faith, i<nr 

; Faith alway hath refpeft to fome tcftime^ 

! ny , f brman by his faU hath loft all know- 

MgfT* of divine, and fiipernaturaH traihs; 

hence God reveales them in his wend; beoCc 

I faith fees them and afients to them ,' becaBTc 

God hath fpoken them : to fee and kcx>w 

] things by vifion , is to fee things in them* 

I felres intuitively and immediately ; but to 

fee things by Faith is to fee them by ardiA 

'a teftimony given of them* I^hn ao. acK 

BUfeiis he thM hath n^t feen , (i. e. Cfarifi 

immediately^ tnt keUeved^ i.e. histeftimo^ 

ny, and on him in it; this aflfent therefore is 

in FaJth^forivemiAbeleeveChrift before 

VIC 
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we ctf> beleeve in hiity)^1sut tMs compie* 
hends not the whole DfttUreeffikhi I memt 
of thapfakh woare MW fyeMt)g of; t^Mu af>| 
itunires u» to Om^y 9Mp6SiS&:hv»^i%^ 
Chrift. For, 

I. This defcription plac^th Faith onely 
in theunderftandkig^ v^creas tis alfo ift^he 
will, IS Che wordt trnfiingy rolUni^ ScC, in-* 
timttr^ 

a. Thii aflcnt is mtfcrly geftcrall, wftbout 
par ticular application, whiciiis ever in true. 
fkith|(74/.2«2o. 

3 • This i s fuch a failh^ as" the devils may 
have, Umis 2. ip. arid reprobate men may 
have, a Pet. 2 . 1 o, a i • Hifk. 10,26. There ia a 
wiifuU ref ufing of the known truth. ' 

4. It is the Pdpiftf aytee to vilifie faith 
hereby, by defcribing it by thiit which is one 
ingredient in it, but excluding that which is 
principall ; thofe phrafes therefore of hUc' 
viffg Chrifi tQ ke come hfibefiefi^ I lohn 4. 3 . 
an/thaC he is the Semee efGed^ M4t.i6.\6. 
asifthis^weretheoDely objVAoffaith-, are 
not to beunderftoodexGlaiively» excluding 
; other ads of faith, which the Scripture m 
I other places fets downe clearly ; but iticlu- 
(ively , as^ fuppofing fhem to be contained 
herein,; for as we in our times defcribing 
faith by relying upon Chrift for falvatiob, 
do not exclude hereby our beleeving tJiat he; 
isthcMeffiah; but we incUidia it , w ^a^V 
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po(eit,becauretliitis not noMf qiiefl;ioned> 
t'faetrutkof the Gofpel being fo s^bundtntly 
'cleared ; fo in thofe times, they defcrtbed 
Faith byoneprincijptlliA, to belccve that 
he was the Sonne otGod^ and come into the 
Rtihi becaufe this was the maine and princi- 
pal! thing in queftion then : and if the Lord 
had not fet out faith by other a^s in Scrip- 
ture, we (hould not vary from our coQapifle 
in fuch expreflions in the Word in tkefe 
dayes , for their faith then, is exemplary to 
us now ; but becaufe the Word doth more 
fully fet ic out in more (peciall afts, hence 
we fet it out alfo by them ; for tis evident, as 
the Jews did belceve in a Mefliah toeome» 
fo they did alfo beleeve,and look for all good 
from him» lohn 4. 2;. Hr will teach us aB 
things when he comes ; and therefore their 
faith did not confine it felfe to that iuIloricaU 
aA that a Mefliah (hould come > or that this 
was the Mefliah 9 but they didexpeA and 
look for all good from him ; And hence the 
Apoftle expounding this faying, viz.^ belee- 
ving that Chrifl; \% dead and rifen againe, wee 
fhall hereby be faved: If then beleevefi({nx\k 
hej iri>^/^/»^^^4r^ this truth, thou Jbalt te 
fnveeU Now t$ beleeve with the heart \% it 
doth noi exclude aflent, fo it neceflarily in- 
cludes thratfls of the will and affcdliens in 
relying upon him, and comming to him. 
i^i)dhence,when?^r<r had made that con- 



The Sound !BeleeVer. 



UfH&m, A£ls \6.i6. Chrift tells him Th^n 
art Peter ; i. e. a ftone reding upon the rock, 
(is fome good Interpreters expound it) and 
therefore F^^^r^ faith did not exclude tliefe 
prineipall^iAs of rcfting on Chrift, cleaving 
to ChruV3 but did include ind (uppofe them • 
a; Some mn into another extreme, and 
make fiith nothing elfe, bHta perfwafionor 
afliirance thatCkift dyed for me in particu- 
lar» or that he is mine. ;That which moves 
fome thus to think,is the univerfall redemp- 
tion by the death of Chrift i they knov^ no 
ground or bottome for faith but this Propo* 
fition,Chrift dyed for thee^ and hence make 
Redemption univerfall : And hence the Ar- 
miniansboaft fomuch of theii ^od Hnnf- 
quifqmtenettircriderey&c. But 

I. This is a faliebottome,for Chrift hath 
not dyed for all, beciufe he hath not prayed 
for aU, hhn 1 7. "^f^ 

a. Tis a fandybottoiiC^nd foundation, 
which when a Chriftian roEs'upon^t Shakes 
under him , when the foule fliall think, 
tkoi^h Chrift hath dyed for me, yet no more 
for me then for ludas^ or thouftnds of repro- 
bates now in hell. Indeed alter faith^a Chri- 
ftian is bound to beleeveic^iif /t^/ did, Gal. 
a.2o, X Or. I $.1,2. 

I conceive therefore thofe holy men of 
ours who have defer ibed l^aithbyAgurance, 
have not fo much aymedat a defcri^tis^w ^^ 
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what Faith is in it felfe, as icpoflTciTeth us 
with Chrift ; but oFv/hat degree and extent 
it may be, and fliould be in us ; they defcribe 
it therefore by the mod eminent tft of it, in 
full aflurance : and therefore confult with 
the Authors of this defcription, andenqairel 
of them. Is there no doubting oiixt with 
faith ? Yes, fay they, mans doabtings fome- 
times are even unto a kind of-defpaire, but 
then (fay they^ it (houldnot be thus* The 
Papifts comoaend doubtings, and deny tfTu- 
rance> place faith in a genaall affent ; cxir 
champions that were to wrafUe with them, 
maintained it to be a particular application, 
(ttid not oncly a generalla(&nt)and chat 
with aful aiSirance of perfwafion, which be- 
ing the moO: eminent aft of faith, excludes 
not other infetiour afts of it, which as they 
are before it, fo QiaypoflefTc the ioulewith 
Chrift without iti^^Uhough withall, it is 
certaine,that t'he^siio true faith,but it hath 
fome affuraiiceTtPWhich afterward. 



Let me now come to the explication of 
the description given, where Bote thelefive 
things. 

I. The efficient caufe of Falth^ it isi 

work of the Spirit. 
a. ThciiibjeA, or matter in which it 

18 feated, vi^.thc ibule of an humUe 

firmer. 

%^ The 
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3 . The ferine of it, vi^. the Camsiing 
^ of the whole foulc to Chrift. 

4. The end of it, t//^. for Chrift and all 
his benefits. 

5 . The fpeciall ground and means of it, 
VI*. the Call of Chrift in his Word. 



I • The efficient caufe of Faith. 
Faith is a gracious work of the Spirit of 
Chrift, the Spirit therefore is the efficient 
caufe or principal! workman of faith ; the 
Spirit doth not believe, but caufeth us to be* 
leCTe ; tis not prhcipiam qhoi^ the princi- 
ple which doth belcevc, b\xt frincifinm qH9^ 
the principl<ft)y which we doe: the foules 
ef all the elcft (cfpecially when humbled J 
are, of all other things, n|oft unable to be- 
leev£: naylookash^recotnpundionand 
ihumiliation , Sataii^nM'the foule captive 
chiefly by its lufts anJmincs ; fo now when 
the Lord hath burnt thofe cords, and broken 
thofe chain>ts , all the powers of darknefte 
ftrengthen themfeWes , and keep the ibule 
under mightily, by unbeliefe; What doe you 
'tellme of mercy? ^faiththe fo«lc) tis cnercy 
which I havecontmually refitted, defpcrate- 
1y dcfpifca; why doe you perfwade coe to 
beleeve? Alas 1 1 cannot ; tis tiufc. all that 
which you fay is true, if I could bV;lceYC, but 
I cannot fee Chrift, T cannot come at Chrift, I 
I (eek hia ix\ the meanes , bat ht totCab^s V^ 
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me there, and I im left of God defolate : and 
here beloved, the foule had not formerly fo 
many excufes for its {inne> as now it hath 
clouds of ebjcdions againft beleeving; the 
Spirit therefore takes faftholdofthefoules 
ot all the eleAj dra wes them unto Chrift ; 
and therefore it is called the fpirh of faith, 
2 C0r.4.i3. and that by an omnipoteiit and 
irrefiftable power. EJkj 5 j, x. fVho hMh 
beUevid i and f wh$m u the armc 0fthe Lird 
revealed / that the foule mud and (hall be- 
leeve now. C^mpeS them to come w, faith 
the Lord of the Supper, Zii^r 1 4* ^3* Tliis 
the Arminians will not beleeve, for (fay. 
they) the Queflion is not. Whether we are j 
enabled to bcleeve^y grace? but, Wherher 
it be after this manner, aqd by this meanes , 
viz. modo irrejiftibile ? Confidcr tliercfore 
thefe Reafons, to cktre %is point. 

X. Whence detheuf call, and commiog 
to Chrift arife, but &om Gods immoveable 
and unchangeable purpofe ? the Lord there- 
fore mnft cither alter his purpofe^ or prevail 
with the foule to beleeve > and oyer-poWcc 
the heart thereunto. 

2. Is not Chrift JefusUbund by office & 
promife to his Father to bring in iU his loft 
Icattered fheep , that fo the Father and H 
may be glorified in them^ lohn lo.iS.Other 
/beef I have, thefe J mufi bring heme, and tbej 
/ball heare mj voice. You that complainc 

you 
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vouctnnotbelceve^ nty that you haTc no 
lieart to beleeve, t&e Lord mull fetch you in* 
and you (hall heare thcBridc'^groomes voica 
with joy. 

g. 1$ not the aft of bcleisTing wrought by 
t CTcating power? J?^A. I . p. Eph.2. lo. 
Efay 57. 18, ip. / create the frt$it of the 
lips fedce, peace te him that it near , and a far I 
^ff:. ^djs not a creating voice irrefiRiblc^ 
though there be nothing n)r it to work up- 
on ?'fo though you have no ability, hearty 
head » or ftrength to beleeve , yet the Lord 
will create thefroit of the lipsof Gods mef- 
feiigers Peace, Peace. 

4. Doth not the Lord let in that infinite 
and fisrpaflfing fweetnefleof grace, when he 
works the foiSe ta beleeve, ft anding in ex- 
treame need of that jgrsjcy hat it cannot but 

come and cleave to it ^!!&'-^3* *>*?• ^ '^*f 
t9 fie thee^ faith DavH^'fir thy loving kind' 
»ejfe U better then life; is it poffiblc for a 
man not to cleave to his life? muc^orc to 
that which is better then life : the light is fo 
dcare , it cannot but fee and wonder at 
grace, the good isfofweet, it cannot but 
tift and accept what Godfo fireely offers; 
*«nd therefore the poor Canaanitifh woman, 
'^at. 1 5 . could not be driven away , though 
Chrifl bid her in a manner be gone; but (he 
niadc all the ob/eftions tgzif& her argo- 
incnts for her (as ufually with doth^wKen I 
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under this ftrotkeot the Spirit j ThcvUUnt 
take the Kingdome sfheavin ij farce i the 
Spirit puts a neceflity upon them, andirre-^ 
(iftibly overpowers them , and this is the 
caufeofit. 

And is not this matter of great ceniblati"' 
ontoallthofewhofeele themfelyes utterly 
unable to beleevcPyou think the Lord would 
give peace and pardon » life :{nd mercy, if I. 
could belecve ; oh coniider the Lord hath 
undertaken tn the Covenant of Grace to 
worke in all his the condition of the Co* 
■ venant, as well as to convey the good of it* 
ji^.ji. 31)32,33,34. He hath done this I 
tor others by lin irrefjftible power^ He^. 1 2. 
1,2. Look up to Jefus the.jiuthor and fini-^ 
{her of your faith»he^eamQout of his Fathers 
bofiboie not onely^ give life by hisdetth^ 
but to enable his ty^jyand clofe with hioCi 
Jby Faith, that rJie^Aflpit never dje^Uhn 60 
5 o. fo that the Lord may work it in thee ; it 
is true alfo, he may not, yet it is unfpeaka^ 
ble com Art to confider^ that if the Lord had 
put it over unto thee to belcfevcj it is certaioe^ 
thou fliouldft never have belee ved, but now 
the work is pa& into the hand of Chrift; 
that which is impoffible to thee* is pofliblc/ 
nay ea(ie , with him; hee can comprehend 
thee, when thou canft not apprehend hims 
this is exceeding fweet when thy body is 
fick> and foule is dcferted , incredible things 

to 
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be beleeved are propoundeel,an impoflible 
ork to thy weaxneiTe urged, upon paine of 
odsibre&and moft unappcafable wrath; 

> cpnfider it is not in oiej but in the liords 
i¥ne hand, and it is his office » his glory to 
orkfaith^tnd as the Apoftle fpcakes , t0 
tw mercy unta themthst arc [but up , not 
lely under finne^ but alfo unbeleefe ; R$m. 

E. 3a; But why hatli the Lord made thee 
ele thy inability tobeleeve? truly the end 
ourwantsisnottosnilke us (in and (hift 
r our felves, bufto asJK and ieek for fup-^ 
y, and the tfA of the codtinuance of thofc 
ants i$,thatwe4hotiUi continue toaske 
id feek* And doft t|^ thinke thou (halt 
ek to the Lo^iL^yKis-awne hand to create 
ith and fetch toy in^ aqj will not the Lord 
kc his time to ^^^ia^^JtMe that believes'^ 

ith the Apoftles ^^B^^ ^ ^ * fl^^^ ^^' ^^^ 
hameJ; why fo^ be/^fj^he Lord, faith he, 
he is over alibis riebunt^ aBthat call upon 
m 9 verfe 1 2. If thou haft not a h^art (hut 

> from asking of it ; the Lord who hath 
>wer» hath not a heart (hut uptowiards 
ee from working it. 
Butwithallbe tKankfull exceedingly, all 

»u whote hearts the Lord hathdrawne and 
rcrcome; he came to his owne people the 
jwes, and would oft have gathered them. 
It they would not , and therefore he for- I 
ok them, and left their habitations defo- 1 
M4 . \^^fi\\ 
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late; oh how ofc would the Lord have git hcr 
red you, and you would not ! yet the Lord 
hath not forfitken you » but called you in 
whether you would or no; the Lord hath ta^ 
ken many a man at bis fiiil word , and left 
him at the firft repulfe, (hakcn off the duft of 
hisieet againfl: him pre&ntly , Map. io« 14. 
without any more intreaties te accept q^ 
him; yet tho^h thou haft not only retu(edj 
but even crucified the Sonneot God , yet hct 
hath not been driven firom thee,but his bow* 
els have been oft kindled together > when 
he hath been ready^o give th|e up ; when 
thou hail beenundijr thpihedges, and in the 
high- wayes that lea^o death|& didft never 

^ '* him, yet hce 

in ; hee hath 

am need of tiim^ 

ecdingfweet^that 

refifl: his love , but 

ou haft overcome me 

with mercy, I axA not able to re(ift any inore; 

nav which is more wonderfully when thou 

haft been gathered, and gone from him^ and 

loft thy feUe and him alfo ^gaine, and it may 

be haft bin offended at him; yet be hath gone 

before thee into Galilee^ and gathered thee 

up when thou haft been as water fpilt upon 

the ground; what (hould be thecaufe of this, 

but only this ? the work of faith lies upon 

iiim, both to b^in and finilb; he muft gather 

in 



think of him, noc 
hath compelled 
piide thee feel ft 
and made himjEe 
thou haft not bee 
to .cry out , . Lor 
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in^lbislott&eep, and therflfore hee hktli 

putforthan irrcHaible power of his Spirit 
upon tfiylieart, which muft carry thee c«[^ 
tiveahcrhim. 

I tm ifriidniy fiith bath been rither pse- 
fiimption, a work of my owne power , then 
faith wrought by the Spirits power ; how 
may I difcerne that f 

Ifyou are wrapt ^ in Gods Covenant, if 
any promife tic afltnlly yours, itisnopre- 
fumpcion to taWe-poflS^ipn by faith of what 
is your ojyy.d oft thoaj|];4pufly wiUGhrift, 



and refotift ng^er to gii 




I'c Lord reft, untili 

then fee, Ji*». aa. 

iiakfcfthetmter 

.hriit? then read 

'^■j. Jftmy mMi 

'mddrink,V/hm 

I, X. what 

weere^ thy (itaut ie 
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hcgive-thee- 

JJ.ffhafdf. 

Efiiif 55. I 
thirfijlethim 
Chrift /-. 
(tid he ? Sttine, 
ftrgiveii^ihc 

no prefutEption to beleeve pardon of linncs 
now then art come unto me, not onely for 
the healing of thy body , but efpcciaUy for 
pardon ot flnne. It is the great 5n of ma- 
ny Saints, when they doe thtrfl, and be- 
leevCj and cone to Chrift, and fo arc under 
theproinifeof grace; y(it they think it pie- 
fumption now to believeind take pefleffion 
ofallthofetreafuies that be in Chrift^ but 
, look thitt the Lord fliould jirft make ^so\ 
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feele, tnd then they will bcleeve ; whctets 
faith fhould novr receive ind drinke in a.- 
bundtDtlycfthcMnefTeof Cfarill : {ball it 
beaccou&tedprffumption for any man to 
eat his owne bread , ind dtink bis owne 
drink , and put on his owne cloatbes f the 
promife makes Chrift and all his benefits 
yoarowne, therefore it isnoprefutnption 
to apply them. ,' ; 

SuppofeyoucannoHincljiid^ felfe with- 
in any ptomifc, an^i^u^fip^toreafon to bc- 
leeve > anely you^e die'4ni;dccaU ind 
commzQdt0bdell9|doeypt)^oViii con- 
fcienceandobediei^t^^^^cofnmandj or 
toGodsinvit»ti^«ulimre«tyin the Go- 
fpell, bcleeve, beiC^iwEtbu^^gR: net d {(ho- 
nour God by rJufiog his gtl^? thoa doft 
therefore accept blit.this is'no preiiimprion, 
Hnleffeobcdieiice_b^reteihption; nay the 
moft acceptable o^HM^.which is the«^«- 
Jiencc 6f Faith ,7^m 6. 38. For what 
was the ground on which thofe 3000 bclw- . 
vcd? A£ts 1. 3 8, 3p, & c. Peter faid , Repent 
thMjeu m*j retevueremijjitn offinntt\ now 
what followes / thtj thatgUilj receivedthe 
wtrdjVftre hdftix^d; Ohthat Word* rtfent, 
i. e. u Be^ expounds it, return to God and 
CDincin, wasamoft Iwcet word to them, 
and therefore they received it; this was no 
preiumption, eithtr toe Peter to exhort 
them to repent, or for them to take the I-prd 
^ 
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(as that godly man faid) at his firft word. I 
know there is a fubj eftion to theGofpell ari* 
(ingonly from flaTiih fear and carnall hopes, 
PfAL66.^. PfaU 18.44. ^^^ °^*y ^^ in 
prefomptttous reprobates, but there is a fub- 
je^on arifing from the fenfe of the fweet- 
neflc and exceeding goodnefle of Gods call 
and promife, f/^/. no. 2 ^ 3. As 1 woman 
that is overcome with the words of her lo- 
ving ruitor,thrman is precious 9 and hence 
his words are very' fweet » and overcome 
her heart to think, winy (hould fuch a one asl 
be lookt upbn^by one pf fuch • place? it is no 
prefiimption now> but duty to give her con- 
fcnt: fo it is here; when the Lord is precious 
and his words '(loiy^ccept me, oh come te 
me3 are exceedif# fweet ; and hereupon 
out of obedience pi/iiy yeelds up it (elf e to 
the Lord , takes p<i|l^on of the Lord, this 
is no more prefumptjw^ then to fanAifie « 
Sabbath, or to pray, or h^Jpe the word ^ be* 
caufe the Lords commaircls are herein vei^ 
fweet. 

If Repentance accompanies Faith, tis 
no prefumption to beleeve ; Many know 
they (inne , and ^ence beleeve in Chrift, 
trufttoChrift, and there is an end of their 
faith ; but what confeflion and forrow for 
(inne, what more love to Chrift followes 
this faith ? truly none ; nay their faith is the 
caufe why they have none ; for they thitik^ 
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If I traft Co Chrift to forgive them ^ he will 
doe it^and there is an end of the bufinefle* Ve- 
rily this hedge faith^ this bramble faith that 
catches hold on Chrift, and pricks and fcrat- 
ches Chrift by more impenitcncy ,tnore con- 
tempt of him,' is mcere pcefumption, whidi 
&allone day be burnt up> anddeftroyed by 
the fire of Gods jealoufie. Fie upon tktt 
faith that ferves onely to keep a man from 
beii^ tormented before bis time. Your fins 
would be your forrowels, but that your 6dth 
quiets you. But if faith beaccompanyed wnA 
repentance, mourning for fin, moce eiteen 
of Gods grace in Chrift, fo that notbiiK 
breaks thy heart more then the thoughts ot, 
Chrifts unchangeable Iotc to one fo Yile,aid 
this love makes thee Idve much, and Iotc 
him the more ^ as thy fin increafeth, fo thea 
defireft that thy love may inaeafe, and now 
the ftream of thy thoughts runne^ hov^ thoa 
mayft live to him that dyed for thee. This 
I was Maries faith/ who fate at Chrifts feet 
weeping , waOiing them with her teares, 
and ioving him much^ becAnfe much was f&T" 
given;y/ho though (hee was accounted a 

Erefumptuous woman by Sim^ft, and Chrift 
imfelfe (iiffcred in his thoughts , for iuflfe- 
ring of her to come fo neare unto him • yet 
the Lord himfelfeclcares her herein^ and }u* 
ftifies her beforeGod and men: many a poor 
I beJeever thinks^if I Oiould bekeve, I (hoold 
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but preluBie^ and fpin a fpiders web of Faith 
Kiut of my owne bowels : and hence you 
(hall ebferve, this not belceviog ftops up 
the work oiE repentaicey mpuming and lore, 
and all chearfull obedience in them; and on 
th^ contrary^ if they did beleeve , it wouM 
be with them as themfelves think many 
timesi if I knew the Lord was mine» and my 
(ins pardonedj oh how (hould I then bleffe 
him^and love him, and wonder at kiml how 
would this break my heart before him l&c. 
nowlfay.lct all the world jadg,if that which 
thou thinkcft would beprefumption>benot 
rebellion^ becaufe it msuces thee Worfe ; and 
ftops up the Spirit of grace in thee. Where- 
as that Faith which lets out thofe bkflfed 
fprings of forrow, loVe, thankfubefle » hum- 
bleneffe, &c. what can it bee elfe but fuch a 
ftving faith as is wrought by the Spirit, be- 
caufe it lets in theSpirit more abundantly inr 
to a dry and deiblate heart?. 

2. The fnb je^i: or matter of Faith,' 
This is the fecond thing in the defcripti* 
on of Faith, the fbule of an humbled (inner is 
the fub jed or matter of Faith. I doc not 
meanc the matter out of which Faith is 
wrought, ('for there is nothing in man out 
of which the Spirit b^ets it ) but that 
wherein Faith is feated; I meanc alfo the ha- 
bit of Faith, not the principle of it j for that 
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is out of man in the Lord Jefu5,wko is there- 
forectlled ottr hoftjui wel as onr fireHgth;thc 
foule therefore is the fubkd: of Faith, called 
thehedrt^ Rom.io, p. Compared with Atst. 
6. 21. for we cannot goe or come to Chrift 
in this life with om bodies, we are hefe aih 
fent from the L§riy 2 Or. 5. t>ut the foole 
can goc to him, the heart can bee with hiibi 
as the eye can fee a 1 000 miles effj and re- 
ceive the fpecies or image ef the things 
it fees into it, fo the fou^e inlightned by 
faith , can fee Chriftafarre #flF, it can long 
fonchoofe, and rcA upon the Lord of lifcy 
and receive the lively image of Chrifts glory 
in it; 2 Cor. 3 . uh. If Chrift were prefent 
upon earth , the (bule (not the body) onely 
could truly receive him; Chrift comes to his 
eled: only by his Spirit, And hence our fpirits 
only are nt to receive him^ and clofe with 
him ; thoufands heare Chrift outwardly^ 
that inwardly are deafe to all Gods calls , 
their fpirits fee not , taft not , feel not ; it 
istherdFore thcfoMle that is the fc^jeft ot 
Faith: and I fay it is an hnmUed empty foule 
which is the iub jeft; for a full, proud^ nbro- 
ken fpirit cannot , nay will not receive 
Chrift , as wee have proved; and therefore 
£^14. thelervant is commanded to bid] 
the fooro^ h4lt, 4ni Hindi and Ume^to come 
in; they would not make excufes as others 
did: thty that were ftung to death with^^ry 

Serpents ^ 
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SerfemtSyyfttt the only menthatthe trufen 
Serftnt was lifted up for tbem u U^kufon^ 
andfoba he^iled; Mn 3. 14. and therefore 
the promife doth not run, If^^y ^^n huve 
wifiome let him askg »V|buC ij any. man W4nt 
mfiomjamfs i .5.fo if any man want light. 
lites want : peace^ pardoop want Chrifl; and 
his Spiritylet them aske and the Lord will 
give, away with your mony if you come to 
thcfe waters to buy, and take /r/^// ; Jf 4ny 
man would h wife^ let him ke 4 foBlt , ( (aith 
the bleifcd ApoftlQ ) an empty nothing ; a 
foule in a perifliing, helplefle, hopelcffe con^- 
dition^is the fubjed of hiith; fnch only feele 
their need of Chrifl:, are glad at the oiier of 
Cfariftj and therefore fuch only can and will 
receive Ghrift , and come unto Chrifl: by 
faith: and truly if we had bbt hearts^thecon- 
(ideration of this might be ground of great 
comfort & confidence unto allGods people^ 
whofefoules come unto Jefus Chrift ; for 
that which was in Themae^ John 2 1 .is in all 
men naturally, if we could ise Chrifl: with 
our eyes, and feel him with our hands , and 
embrace him (zs Mdry did) with our arms, 
if we could heare himfelfe fpeake, we could 
then ieleevc; as they (tidyifhewillcemefrom 
the Cf^ojfe, fy we fay, if he will come do wne 
from heaven thus unto us, we will then be- 
leeve; if we want this we fear we may bo at 
lz& deceived, becaufe we want (£o& ^ tsA 
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cannot come to c\ok with our eyes tnd 
hands the objefts of our foith ; but oh confi- 
der this point ^ we are made partakers of 
Chrifts lifej and falvation by him » only yet 



I PCM.8. 



John 6« 



/ 



^ certainly by faith. Now tlus faith is not by 
feeing him with our eyes , comming neare 
to him with our bodieS)but commit^ to him 
with eur foules; the foule is the feat ^ faith. 
Now this you may doe though you never 
thus fa w him ,' wh^m th9Hgh yp^fi^ i^^P^yet 
beleeving yc$$ rejoice : this comming of the 
foule to Chrifl: , doth make a firmer union 
between thee and Chrift^ then if thou wert 
bodily prefent with him in heaven. For ma- 
ny touched and crowded him , that never 
were tit^uly united to him, or received tertuc 
from him. If our foulcs were in the third 
hcsLvin with Chrlft^ who of us would then 
dou^t of our portion in him ? I tell you if 
yourfoulef gocoutof (inne and lelfe^ unto 
Cbrift JefuS) and there reft, this makeri you 
I nearer to him,then if your foules were under 
his wing in the higheft heavens. The poore 
Sea-man when hee is neare dangerous 
flioreSj when he cannot goe downe to the 
depth of the Sea to faften his (hip, yet if hec 
can caft his anchor twenty or forty fathom 
deepj and if that holds , this quiets him in 
the foreft ftormes; when we are tofled and 
cannot come to Chrift with our bodily pre* 
fence 1 yet if our foulcs can come^ if our 
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faith our anchor can teach bioiy and knit us 

to faint ^bia (hould exceedingly comtott our Hcb.4. i %^ 



hearts. 

How, and where (hould my (bule come 
to Chrift , who is ao w ab(ent f roin me ? 

Chrift comes to you in his Word and Co- 
venant of Grace* there is Us Spirit^ his truths 
goodnefle, lote, faithfulnefle ; receive this, 
you receive him ; embrace this, you embrace 
him ; a$ among our fclves, we fee great e- 
ftates are conveyed and furrendred by Bond 
and Writings. A^. a. 4 1 i When they rccei- 
vti the JV^riy they received Chrijl. l§h. 1 5 • 
7. If my wrds aMe inj^m, i. r. [f I abide in 
^ou by my words, you (hall be hruitf uU. 
^ By the Word let thine eye pitch upon 
ht perfon ; doe not oncly account the Pro- 
nife true, but with S^dk , account ,i0m 
siithfull who hath promiledi and then let 
fry heart roU it feUe upon tha^ grace and 
uthfulneflereveakd in this word ; leane up- 
^tithebreaftof this beloved: and thus the 
bole by the chariot wheeks and widi^s of 
:he Word, is peiTcflfor of Cfai;ift in it^and car* 
*yed up to Chritts crofle, as dying. Gal. 3.1. 
ind from thence to his glory in his Kingdom 
3yit,Hir^.io.i9,22, As a man that gives a 
great eftatc by fomc writing to us, we be* 
Iceve it as if he were prcfcnt • and by thJ!? 
we doe not oncly belccve the writing to o?: 
true, but the man to be be faithful! and lo- 



19,10, 
Otjelt. 



Hcb. XI. 

II. ' 




178 



The Sound ^ekever. 



ECiy iu 



1,2. 



Mat.n.tS 



/ 



Yingtoiis; ttui hereupon our lietrts are car- 
ry ed after the man hiinfelfe, though atfaroff 
from us. Thus we afcend to Chrifl in the 
cloud of faith ; as lacot ^ though he could 
hardly bdeeve^ yet as foone as hie was per- 
fwaded U/efh was yet alive^ his fpirit pre^ 
fcntly revived^and it wasimoiediately with 
bim^ before his body came to him : fo tis 
with faith ; the foule goes unto Chrift> be- 
fore our bodies and fomes both together thai 
hare immediate commuaion with hiim 



3* The formeof Faith. 
This' is the third thing in the dcfcrjption 
of Faith; the eomming of the whole foule 
out of it felfe untoChriftj is the forme of 
Faith) and that wherein the life and eflerce 
of itconfiflss and which doth differenceit 
from all other graces of the Spirit. The firft 
aftofFaith^asitunitesut to Chrift, is not 
aflfurance that he is mine, but a eomming to 
him with afTurance^that hereby he is become 
mine» Comie unU the vf4ters^ and fo ttq 
wine 4ftdmilke^ i.e. now make. them your 
o wne. The wcsry and hedvy IdJen Qiall nk>t 
have refi^ unlefle they come to Chrift for it. 
Faith doth nothing for life» (for that is the 
Law of Works J it onely receives him who 
hath done all for it, it comes out of all it 
bsth or dothj Oi^ Abraham^ that left his 
fervaats behind him, when he went up to 

God 
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Gbd in the mc^ant^ianto Chrift for life. Con- 
ceive it thus ; jidam had a principle & ftock 
oflifeinhimfclfe, in his owxie hand^ and 
therefore vfn to live by this, to live of him- 
felfe, and fram himfeUe , and therefore had 
no need nor ufc of faith ; he lived by the law 
of works, which the Apoftle fcta in a di- 
reA oppofitien to the Law of Faith ; but 
AJdm being now falaeihatblpfl: his lifejand 
became •hot like the man that fell among 
theeves betwixt J-enifaleffl and Jericho, 
ftripC, wounded, and halfe dead , but whoSj 
dtMd, Efhef. 2.1. fo that let any man feeke 
life from himfelfe, its impoffible he (hould 
Uve : for if there had been a Law thit could 
have given life, 'our righteoufnefie &ould 
hive bern thereby. Gal. j . a i . Hence it fol- 
lowes, i( any man will have l}fe» he'muft 
goe out of himfelfe unto aix)thcr, vi^. the 
Lord of life fot it, Aim 5 . 40. l^hn 6. 27, 

Now ebfenreit^ this very comming, this 
very motion ot the fbule to Chrift, fa grace 
which Addm neither had, nor had power to 
ufe) is Faith ; the Spirit of Chrift moving or 
drawir^thefoule, the foul is thence moved, 
and fo comes to Chrift, Uhn 6. 6^,6$. The 
ibule by finne i$ averted from God,aHd turns 
his back upon God; the turning or cotciming 
of the foule (not onto dutic2> of holincfle, , 
for that is obedience properly , but) unto God I 
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in Cbrift ig^iiie, is properly and formtUy 
Faith« All cviU is in mans feUe, and from 
himrdfe j all mans good is in Chrift, and 
from Chrift« The foulcs of all Gods de&f 
feeing thefe things, fotfake and renounce 
them^lves, in whom and for whom is all 
thdrevilUand come untoChrift, inwkMn 
and from whom is all their good. This mo- 
tion of the foule betweene thefe extreameSi 
through that Taft and infinite diftancc that is 
betweene a finfuU wretched man , and a 
blefled Saviour, isfaith; for by faith princi- 
pally we pajfffr0m dedth tc lift^ J^bn 5 . 14. 
Thci foule ef a poore finner woiuidtcl and 
humbled^fometimeknowes not Chrift, and 
then cryes out as thofe, yf ff.2.37. fVhdtJbdl 
J d9e f Whither fliall I &? ? fometimei dares 
not^fometimes cannot; it hath no heart to 
ftir or come ; it therefore looks up , and 
longs, and goes unto the. Lord to draw it, 
likepoore Bfhraim^ler.'^i.ii.Ohtmrneim 
L^d^MnithemlJhdlbctnrned. LMm.^^zi. 
and this is the loweft and leaft degree of 
faith. But at fome other time j the fbule 
mourning for want of ' the Lord, the Lord 
comes unto it with great cieamefle, g^e^^i 
and fweetneflfe of grace and peace ; & hence 
the foule cannot but come and dofe with 
him, and cry i?4^^^;«i, and fay, Oh Lord, is 
it thy good pleafure to have rcfpeft. to fiich a 
clod dearth, to tender fuch riches of girace 

to 
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to one fo unworthy , and to bid, nay to be* 
(gcck me to cone and take f Lord behold I 
come : This is faiths Would you have 
proofeot it ? Confider therefore thefc parti- 
culars. 

I • Confider thefe Scriptures i lohn S.^y. 
J am the tread of life ^ he tkat commeth to me 
fbat never hunger, and he that hiieeveth in me 
Jbai never thirft. Where you fee cemming t§ 
Chrifi and heleevijtg in Chrifi arc all one. So 
Jehn 7* 3 7* In the laft day efthefeafi the Lord 
Chrifi trjrsoHt with mueh vehemencie^ If 
anjmanthirfiy let him' cemete me and drink^ 
Now in the next v#r. 38. our Saviour ex- 
pounds this cemming ; for,iaith he> He that 
ieleeveth on me^ out of hie My, c^c. Soto 

cometo Chri{l» as upon this to drink in of 
Chtifts hilne^i is beleeviog in Chrift. So 
Heh. 1 1 .6. the Apoftlc (kith, Without f4Hh 
i$ if impofsihle toflea/iGod; and then in ren- 
dring the reaibn of this^ explaines what he 
meant by faith, vijc. to be our comming unto 
God, upon a double td!txmony,heleeving gtft 
that he ie, fecondly ^ that be id a rew^arder of 
them that feekjhim diligently: or ('which is 
all one) who doe come unto him. So lohn i . 
12. So many as received him^ (which is^all 
one with comming) &# adopted them as font, 
even to them that heleeve in hie Name^ And 
hence we (hall obferve, 'that the Scripture 
doth not attribute oar rightcoufaefle audlvfe 
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to our belecving ^'jCkifti. but to our bclcc- 
ving^»^ChriftfVChrift, f s phnfe prculiaa: 
to ketrcnly language, & therefore notfoond 
in any Humane Writer) bccaufritiarnotthf, 
bare beleeving of a tcftimony that favef biiir 
unleflc we fo belcevc it, as to bdieeve ifi 
Chrift^ which cannot bebut by coiTifnii^td 
him^ and as it were in hiai, or into kiai, 
our union with Chrilt bekig naacte complea^ 
hertby. • ^ 

2 . That upon which the Lord promiftib 
lif e^ and falvation^ and mercy^ eaon^t be 
works, but faith, GdL^.ii. Htk.ii.6. 
but throughout all the Old andNewTefta* 
lAent/ the iLord promifeth life andfalvition 
to commerSi or to tirmiithat retume, in^.j. 
11. £*rj^,33,io. iw"/ 2.12,13:. J/if^.y.ij. 

3* Ifunbericfebedothingeire but a de- 
parting from God y ftith can be nothmgelfc 
bat a comming untoGodi but that is this na^ 
ture of unbelieTe , Hek. 3.12. Hei. 1 o. 3 8. 
Uhn 6.6/^^6$, 66,6^^69. John 1 2. 37, 38; 
393 40. The Lords great plot is to gather all 
his tHeA under the wings ef Chrift^ Mat. 23. 
37. Eph. i.pjio. and therefore calilsthem 
to comeuoderthcm by the Toice of the Go- 
ipel. The comming under them therefore 
can be nothing elfe but f a'lth^ the proper o- 
bedicfice to theGofpehas works are unto the 
voice of the Law* 



The Sound (BeleeVer. 



m . 



i8j 



Thus faith is the <»>fluiiifig of the fenle to 
Chrift. But you will fay, Did not oiany 
cofiie to Chrift that were never faved by 
Kim? 

Yes» many came to him with their bodily 
prefence » that were excluded from him j 
j0bH 6. ^6. 

But you will fay^ X>oe not maay mens 
ibulescome^ arc not flsany mens hearts mo- 
ving towards Chrift, and yet excluded from 
Chriil i doe not many cry Losd, Lord ? are 
not many ioli^tned and taft of thi^ heaven- 
ly gift, and yet 611 away ? 

I confeile tisvery true ; and therefore it is 
let downe in this defcription of Faith>that it 
is the comming of the itfh^l^ foule unto 
Chrift. (4ever did any yet come toChrift 
and receive him with their whole fbolSiWith 
all their hearts, but they had fruition of him > 
and bleflfedneflfe by him ; faith therefore is 
not the coming ot the foul, but the coming 
of the whole foul unto Jefus Chrift : and this 
you may be eftabliflit in upon thefe grounds. 

I . The Scripture exprefly calU for this, 

Prov. 3.5. Trufi in the Lord with aU th) 
hisri^ Ml. 2.^j^ If thoH beluvefi withal 
thy heart than fidlt be fftvsd^ Joel, a. 13. 
Tur^t unto the Lord mth all jonr hearts , 
ler. 29. 1 3 . Tonfiaifinde the Lord vfihen jeu 
feek, him vvith f «Drr whele hearts. As when 
we have a great gift to beftow^aod we ask i 
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poor, man to whom we intend to giire it, 
whether he wil accept of it or no ? Ycs^faitb 
htj with all my heart ; io tis hcre^ the Lord 
askes thofe he intends to beftow his Son up* 

I on> and faith to them. You have lived thus 
long without him, and thus long abufed hioi} 
will you now have him^ and accept of hin I 
Yes Lord* with all my heart ; This is all the 
Lord requires. Doth the Lord require no 
more of me,but to come ? Lord, this voice is 
moft fweet to me, I come, with all tny heart 
I come* 

2. Becaufe Cbrift is worthy of the 
whole hrart ; 4M mufl be fold away to buy 
thisfield^this tredftir^. Ma 1. 1 3 . 44. He thM 
Uwthfatherormothirmore then me, is net 
werthf efnte. A filthy luft,a bafe haxlot hat h 
had thy whole heart, and doQ: thou think the 
Lord Chrift will have it divided i is not one 
heart too little for him ? are not ten thou- 
fand fouls too few tocmbrace him »or cleave' 
to him? 

3. Becaufe without this your comming 
to bim is but faigned. ler.^. 1 o.Thej return 
te me net with their whele heart, hut fdigned" 
{7. To cleave to Chrift and a luft , to Chrift 
and a proud heart, cannot be unf aigned faith; 
to goe to your lufts in time of peace> and fly 
to Chrift in times of extremity, is damnable 
hypocrifie. When confcience troubles you, 
you then goe to Chrift to eafe you;and when 
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your unruly wills tod lufts trouble voa, you 
goe CO the world t(» etfe you j tpd fo yoar 
hearts arcdivided^ and you come not whol- 
ly and onely unto Chrift for reft. Bcleeve it, 
it is fuch a faith by which you may as Ssmitel 
did 00 4^ 41^// ganaent, take hold of bim» but 
the Lord will never tidce hold of you. Set a 
branch in the ftock , ifitftayesloofely in it^ 
and is not fet very neare to it^ it will wither 
in time ; and this is the great cau&of withe- 
ring Chriftiass, and of io many Apoftates in 
thefeeviUtiines. Tbofe that cane to Chrift) 
Ubn 6. and followed him for t time> b«t af- 
tcrWard fell « way, t%rff 66. what was the 
reafon of their fall? c^i«. when they were 
ofiended at Chrift > they knew whither to 
goe from Chrift ; but what faith Peter f Lord, 
fVbither fjould y^egH t wr. 6%^ If you lay 
the pipes that are to convey water ftom a 
full f ount aine^ but one foot or one inch (hort 
of it^there cannot be any water derived ftom 
thence. Oh beloved, what is the reafon that 
many a mans faith doth him no good, de- 
rives no life, fpiriti blood, efficacy , peace, 
power from thi Lord Jefus? is it bccaufe 
Chrift IS a dry Chrift , and uawilling to 
communicate ? No, no, the wound is in 
their faith, that pipe is laid but halfe way to 
him, they fall one foot fhort of him, their 
foulescome, but their yfholc ibules doe, not 
come to him> tod hence they never reach x 
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Chrill;, they lye not in Chrift* tnd therefore 
receive not (roBi Chrift. ChriTt is prccionsi 
("here their foule comes) bot not exceeding 
preciouS;^ frtcUufnefft it felfe, ts the word 
is, I fet,^. 7. (here the whole foule dotfa 
not come) they cletve to Chrift, and reft up- 
on Chrift, (here their foules come) but Chey 
cletve not to Chrift onely , f thus their whole 
(bules doc not come.) 

4* If the whole foule by unbeliefe departs 
from God, then f he whole foule mufl: return 
and come again unto God . 

5* If the want of this be the great caufe 
why men are rejeded of God , then the 
whole (bale nmft returneto him : but this is 
the caufe why all men under the meanesare 
rejected of God. Ifr^el j90Hldn9n99fw$eJi.€. 
would not be content alone with me, would 
not tdkf f ^^ CBHUntment U me, (as the He* 
brew word (ignifies) the Lord was not 
good enoi^ for them.; but their hearts 
went out from him to other things, 8c there- 
fore theL9rigiive them up u $heir §wn hearts 
lufi, and they wslkfd in their ojvm ceunftls* 
The woman that forfakes the guide of her 
youth, and fets her heart as much upon 0* 
thermen as her husband, is an Adultere(fe| 
for which opely (hee (hall have a bill of di- 
vorce. 

6. Becaufe as the Gofpel firft revealei 
Chrift to the mind, and then of&rs him to 

the 
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the witl ; fo Faitb which mns ptrtllel with 
theGofpel, firft fees Chrift,(chere the mind^ 
ottt pditt ef the foidCi gjoesoor) then rectives 
Cbrift gliiclly,(ther£the other p«it,the \»iltj 
goes oat} and fo the whole fonle comes to 
Cfafift. The Gofpel comes to all the ekft, 
Btfk, in great daimlktai efidence of the 
tmth! of it, I The/. 1. 5, to which the ander- 
[landingaflcnts^andis perfwadedof^fecond- 
ly> in great grace and goodnefl^, fiirpaflfing 
beauty and fWcetnefle) Lsm. 3. 14. with 
which the will is drawn, and fo the whole 
(oule comes unto Chrift : for the Gofpell 
is not onely trne^ but glad tidings to all the 
eledf efpeciall when hombled at Geds f eet, | 
I Tim. I. i^. in wb^m, ftith the Apoftle , 
Eph. I . I Z) 1 3 • ypM biUevii , dfnr that jie 
heard the wenlrftrMth, (tibtte is the objeft 
oftheunderftanding)^iE»^(7^r/ efjonrfal^ 
vatien^ (thereisthegoodnclfeof itj the ob* 
je& ot the will) fo that the whole feule is 
drawne to Chrift in the work of faith. Hee 
(that underftands how liber$tm itrbitrinm 
; may be in two faculties, muft not wonder^ 
if one grace be feated in both faculties of 
onderftanding and will ; no grace can bee 
compleatly feated in diters faculties , but 
gradually and iiapcrfe6Uy it may ; the work 
of faith is not compleat y when the under- 
ftanding is opened onely to fee and wonder 
at the myfterie of mercy in the Gofpel ; but . 
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when the will idheres and clafpes about 
that infinite and furpaffing good it f«es;tlien 
itisperfeded and not before i| hhn6. 40. 
And this is the reafon why faving Faith (is 
it is called) doth not iookpnly to a bare to 
ftimonjr and aflcAt nnto it , as humane faith 
doth ; becaufe in the Gofpell not only di- 
vine truth is propounded to the mind to 
adcnt unto; but an infinite and eternall. good 
is offered to the heart and will of man to em* 
brace, and thence it is that it is not fufficient 
for a chriftiantobeleeveGodorto beleeve 
Chrift» but he muft alfc believe in hi m> or 
elfe he cannot be{aved;the objeA ot belie- 
ving of him being verum^Qtiitxiki theob- 
J eA of the kconiji^fmmfir good : take heed 
therefore a pooreloftfinner^ undone in its 
owne eyes for ever, not knowing what to 
doc, unlefle it be to lye do wne, and' lye ftill 
at Gods feet as worthy of nothing but hell; 
. what doth the Lord now doe ? the Lord 
ChtiO: by his Cofpellfirft lets in a new light, 
and it fees the Lord }cftts there bleeding be- 
fore its ey cS| and held forth as a propitiation 
to all that believe , to all that come to him; 
the mind fees this myflery , this exceedir^ 
rich grace and free mercy, and thinks happy 
ate they that (Hare in this mercy, but will 
the Lord look upon fuch a nothing as I ? can 
Tuch infinite treafures be my portion ? the 
Lord therefore calls s^nd bids him come a- 
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wiy and enter into the pofifeffion of it : Thy 
fins indeed are great, faith the I^rd , yet re- 
member blood-thirfty MaMQeh , perftcu^ 
ting P^l was pardoned; nay remember xny 
grace is free, for whofe fake I invite thee ; I 
befeech thee to come in, thy wants indeed 
are Oiany, yet remember that thou haft there- 
fore the more need and more caafe to come9 
and that it is I that have made thcexmpty 
and poore on purpofe > that thou mighteft 
come: it is true,I have an eternall purpofe to 
exclude many thoufands from mercy,yet my 
purpofe is unchaneeablei never to ca^ off a- 
ny that doe come tot it; I never did it yet , I 
will hot doe it unto thee, if thou dofl: come •* 
it is true^ many may prefsme i yet it is no 
prefumption , but duty to obey my great 
command; and it is the greatcft (in that ever 
thou didft> or canft commit, now torejeft 
it, and refiilie this grace ; come therefore 
poore, weary, loft, undone creature.Hercup- 
on the heart and will come,and reft, and roll 
themfelves upon theie bowels , and there 
reft; thus the whole foule comes i andtliis 
liayagaineisFaith. luft as it is with the 
loadftone drawing the iron, who would 
chink that iron (hould be drA wn by it ? but 
there is a fecret vertue comming from the 
ftone which drawcs it, and fo it comes and 
is united to it; fo who would think that ever 
iudi an iron, heavy, earthy heart (hould be. 
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d^wfleuntoChrift^ yet the Lord lets out 
a fecret^ veitue of truth and fweetnefle from 
kimfetfCf which dra wcs the (oule to GhrHl, 
andfoitcoincc* 

Mi^ not the confideration of this be of 
great confolation to thofe that want a&- 
rance ^ and therefore thinke they liaye no 
&ith ? oh f efiiiember that if thoa commeft 
unto Chrift^ as that poor woman of Cm4- 
4if , (he had no aflurance (he (hould be helpr 
cd of Cbrift^nayCfarift tells her toher teeth« 
that he would not csfi Mldrens bread to 
i\xc\kdogs, yet (he came tohinij and looked 
Mptofree'mercyjandclafpt about him and 
weuldriot away ; you will (ay, Was this 
faith ? ye^y our Saviour himfclfe prefdfeth 
it before men and Angels, Oh -wwmM^grtst 
isthjfdkh^Mat. 15. a 8. So I (aynntoaU 
you ^oor creatutes whofn the Lord hath 
humoledj and made vile in our own eyes^un- 
worthy of efaildrens bread as dogs ; yet yoa 
look up unto , and reft upon mercy wi:h 
your whole heart ; this ie precious faith in 
the account of Ghrift. 

But how (hall I know when the whole 
fottle comes to Chrift ? 

When the eye of the fode fo fees Chrift, 

and the heart {o embracrth and refteth opoo 

ChriftjUChatitriefterh in Chrift^ as in its 

portion and all fufiicient good : many reft 

upon Qrift that doe not reft in him, that is, 
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thac tee Mt abundantly (atisfied with kim; 
and hence tbetr foules goe out of Chrifl to o» 
ther things to perfeA their r«ft, tn^ fo their 
hearts are divided between Chf ifl: and other 
things; oh ffsre this , iiith the Apoftle, lefi: Kcb.4.x, 
thfrg being d pr^mife lift m pf ^ntrifig in$a 
hurefi^dHycfj$HfdHjhort pf'it; for ("faith 
he) rpe thai have MeevedJ§c inter into reft^ 
virfe ^. fo lay I to ydu; of all delufions, fear 
thisiJbft when you come to Chrift^ and reft 
upon Chrift for life and falvation t that you 
reft not in Chrift : JteMjcti , fakh Chrift to 
thofe that came to him^ and were cociftant 
followers of hioij John 6.$^* excep jouest 
thefiejh anddrinkethebUed of the Sonne of 
God, jom have no life in jouy what is this eas- 
ing and drinking ? Tcrxlyjfippii^ and raft- 
ing is not properly eating and drinking, taft- 
ing your oieat will not iatisfie you, and 
therefore will dot nourifh life in you; to eat 
and drink Chrift is (b to recdve hko^as to la«- 
tiate and (atisfy the foul with himito quench 
til your defires,your hungrily and tUrfting 
in him; untiU t^ foule faith, as he £iid ia a- 
nothercafe^fV J> tnomgh that Ji^ph Uves, 
(b Lord I haf e enough now I hare this lovei 
thisgrtceof Chrifttobe my portion; now 
you reft in Chrift. For if these be fome great 
goed a man en; oy es » if there bee any good 
wanting in it , it is not poffibie that his 
I wholehea^tihouldbe fet upon k ; Ex.. fr.\ 
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a man hath food, but if hee wants clothes, 
and his bread will not cloath hitn, his Whole, 
heart will not be fer upon his food, but ujK)ir| 
rhat Mrhich may cloath him alfo : fb on the^ 
contrary if there bee: an emioent good , 
wherein he finds all in one, no good out of 
it, that is wantingin it ; it is certain that the 
whole foule is carried after this good : (6 it 
is here, when the foule fo comes jto Chrift, 
as that it comes for all good to him , and £> 
finds all good in him, that he now only fnp* 
ports the fiakii^ foule, verity the whole 
foule is now come, becaufe as it felt Wore 
it came all wants and etills out of him, fo 
now it finds all folneiTe in him, and whither 
(hpuld the whole foule be carried but after 
fuch a good ? when the Lord calls to the 
foule to come and take all with nothing* 
^ake all or nothing. And hereupon it comes 
and drinkes, as it is lohn 7. ^y. fatisfying it 
felfe there> «id profefling^ Lord I now defirc 
no more, I have enough. Oh brethren, W[hat 
faith there is among men at this day I can* 
not tell, but this lahi fure was A^dhms 
faith , Gen. 17. i . and Davids faith^ % Sam^ 
a 3. 5. and Peters faith, lohn 6. 62. aod 
PdH/s faith, Phil.^. 8, 9. GmL 6. 1 4, When 
the foule thus reds upon the rock Chrift, the 
gases ofheB may avnile , but never frevaiis 
againft fuch a one:he that hath fet the whole 
world at his heeles, and fold himfelfe out oF 
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i\\ for this peirle , and this abundantly re-*- 
rcimpenceth all his loiTes ^ fuch a one hath 
IDhrift his o wne, and fhatl never be deprived 
>l him againc; the Lord never gives his eled 
anyreftout of Chriftjthat they may find reft 
It laft in Chrifl:. When thus the foule is 
^ntred into reft i the vir hole fbule is dra wne 
here, and this is the great reafon why many 
Dien famous in their generations and times 
inthecyesofothersforFaithj yet rotten at 
the heart atid thence tumeApoftateS} one 
jproves covetous, another ambitious^another 
Voluptuous^ another growes conceipted, a- 
noth^r growcs^ contentious, another growcs 
formall. What is the reafon of this? verily, 
they did reft upon Chrift, but did never find 
teft in Chrift, and therefore their whole 
foule never came to hiai; Chrift after fome 
time of profcfiiori grew a dry and common 
Chrift unto them, though at firft th<fy won- 
drcd at him, and he was very fwcet unto 
them ; and htncc they departed firom him, 
as from' an empty dry pit in Summer, time 
Where they found nothing tb refirelh them : 
but the Lord Je fus carries it towards all the 
faithfully as Elkfinah did toward Hannah; 
though (he was ii? a fit , much vexed and 
troubled for want of children , yet becaufe 
he loved her exceeding dearly, he quiets her 
acaine with this , Am not 1 better unto thee 
^hen ten fonnes ? fp though ihcy may be ua- 
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quiet for foroe odde fits for w^iir o^ a 
things, yet bcciufc Ghriftlovcs them, 
brings them back unto their rcO:^ %ing, 
not I better tken then til friends 5 lU < 
tures^tU abilities, all fpir it uall. created 
cellencies/ and hereby they find reft to t 
foulcs, in him againe* 

Bat it there any beleevers heart £0 
unto Chrift, but that there is a heart alfo 
other vanitiesPdoe they find fiich reft in 1 
as that they 6nd no difquictnefie ? is t 
not an unregenerate part and much anb( 
remaining? is any mans faith made pe: 
that the whole foole muft come>or die f 
is no true faith ? 

It istrue^there is an unregenerate and 
generate part in a godly man« but not a k 
and a heart {the note of a wicked ma 
Saipturephiafe)there aredifquietings ii 
heartsofSaints after that they be in CI 
even S^hmonhimteltc miy iometiaBe 
out of Chrift for reft in his orchards and 
denSi knowledge and wifdome; yet the 
a great difference between thefe that ai 
the Saints , arifing from the unregen< 
part, and thofe thit be in the wicked, ar 
from a heart and 21 heart, or a double he 
and this difference is chiefly feen'in 1 
things. 

A double minded man who hath a do 
Aifart makes not a dayly warre againft 
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iitfirt which canies btmairay fFon refting 
only in Chrift : for Chtift qtiietsiijs coaici- 
.ence, and the world comforts his hearts 
Chrift gives him foaiereft; and bccauld this 
is not fulU hit heart runs out to the creature, 
and to his lufts for more ; and fo betwecne 
them both i^ee hath reft, andhee is quieted 
with this^ becaofe he feeles what he fou^t 
fori and therefore he muft needs hare Cbrif]:, 
elfe his ccHtfcience cannot bequiet^and hee 
muft needshaTe his lufts , his ea& » and this 
world too, elfe his heart is mofl; unqnfet;but 
let him have both, he if noW quiet. Micdk 
3. II. The Priefistedeh fir hire, {thaxc the 
World quiets them) j^^^ir^^ wiM le^ne mp^n 
the L^d too 3 becauTc this alfo comfo; ts 
theoi; what doe they now ? doc they make 
waragainft this wofiiU&Mie? No^no^t 
t lelTe rfiemfdves ki k i %iiag> N^ eviMjidjt 
c^me ^9 Mr ; but a poore belc<rver whoTe h^uut 
is upright, it is Drue, there are many runtmigs 
out olt his heart after other vtnitiO, uiut 
much unquietnefle of fpirit,yet the regene- 
rate part makes warre againtt thefei &^<-'v)ds 
enemies, and the difturberr of the peace of 
Chrifts Kingdome; P/W)R^ 42. D^Wpro* 
fefleth, hii te^nsvferehiimeoi day andnigbtt 
verfe 3 . and hie heart -00$ vofmiy funl^ mnd 
fallen , yet what doth hee ? fiift hee chides 
himrelfe,fFJEr; ortthQtecafi iawn^^h myfenlei 
and then fecondly he makes his mone to the I 
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Lotd of it, vnrff j, 6. L^rJi my finlc u cdfi 
d§wneyohLordfity me; you (hall fee «lib> 
Pfdl.y^. 2. his eyes were dazkd withtke 
glory of the world , and the wicked in it, 
that he had ^Imojl f$rfakfn God; yet within 
t little while after he gets into the S^nUun^ 
ry ofGody and then loxths himfelfe for fuch 
f oolifii and brutifh thoughts ; and clofeth 
with God againe, %ing > Whom bsve I in 
hcAVin or enrth bmt thee ? verfe 2 5 . 

All the out- runnings of the hearts of the 
faithful! and their difqaietneife of fpirit 
thereby , make them to reterne to their 
reft againe , and give them the more reft 
in the conclufion : David was a Bird out 
of his neftforatime, and therefore when 
he confidered how the Lord had ftved hu 
eyes from teares^ his foule from heUyXtXxxstitZ 
againe 9 and faith » Return to thy refi oh my 
foule; PfdL 2 5 • 1 3 . it is faid , his fottle (hU 
dwell 4t eafe^ or (as the word fignifies J Ihdi 
lodge in goodneJfe;{otnc hard work full of 
ttoublet feme ftrong luft, or fad tem{)tatioflj 
dcfertion^aiflidion^the Lord exercifeth the 
foule withall for fometime, and fo long the 
foule is in heavineffe and much wearincffe 
of fpirit, as it is i Pet. i .; 6. yet when this 
dayes work is done, when the fin is fubdued^ 
and the temptation hath humbled him, then 
a beleevers foule (hall lodge in goodnefK^; 
he fhail have an eafie bed , and a foft pillow 

to 
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to reft on tt night; When have the faithfull 
fweeternap!^ inCfarifts bofome t^en after 
ibreft troubles > Jongcft eclipfes ef Gods 
pleafed face f \Aen doe their foules cleave 
clofer to the Lord^ then when they are ready 
to forfake the Lord^andthe Lord them ? Cer-' 
tainly fire is wholly carryed upward, when 
that which fkppre&th it, makes it at laft | 
break out into greater flame;F^/rr falls firom 
Chrift, yet he is Pettr^^ ftonc cleaving moft 
clofe onto Chrift^ above all other the Apor 
ftles; becaufe his fall being greater » his faif^h 
clave the clofer to the Lord Chrift for ever 
after it : SoUmons heart cettainely never 
clave fo unfeparably unto the Lord , as af- 
ter his fallf' wherein he did more experi-* 
mentally find and feele the emptinefTe and 
.vanity of thoffrthings, wherein he did imar 
gine before foaething was to be foilmd; but 
he that bath a double faeart^never enters into 
reft) but the longer he lives the more com- 
mon Chrift, his truth , and promiies growj 
they are but fading flowers s whole beauty 
and fweetnefTeaffcft him for a time; but 
they wither before the Sun fet : and there^ 
fere the longer he lives, the leffe favour he 
finds in thek things, and therefore takes lefle 
contentment therein; the Lord Tefus and all 
his ordinances grow more flat ' and dry 
things to him, and therefore though at firft 
he might rejojce ( as lobns hearers , Uhn ^ 
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5 35') i^ ^hc/e inrniffg dni JhininT lights^ 
yttlxishat f$r 4 fe^fon-^^Lt laft he difcofcFS 
himfclfcjnotby tMiicwc^cturning to bit 
rdR, but by 1 wcaryiQi fomking of it. The 
Raven never returned to the Arke agttnc, 
becaufe it could live upon the flotting canri- 
cm on the waters ; whereas the Dove find- 
ing no reft tficre; returns againe. 

Fourthly, thi end of Faith. 

This is thefourth particular in the defcrip- 

tion of Faith : The whole foule commeth to 

Chrift, For ChHjt dnd dU his bentifits ; and 

this is the end ^ Faith , or of a beleevers 

comming unto Chrifl: : the end of faith is 

foaietimcsexpreftby agenerall word JUfe^ 

\lohn ^ . j^Q.hxxt you muft remember that 

1 hereby is meant the Lord of life Mk , and fo 

idl theblcffings oHife. The falfacflf^itnd hy- 

pocrifie of Chrifls followers appeared in 

this, 7^1^11 6. 25. jcufeck^ me ^ faith Chriftj 

f&r loaves y that Was their end; as manjr a one 

inthefcdayesiftheybc in outward mifery 

feekunto Chrift for outward nrercy, com in 

time of fainine, health in time of frckneffej 

f>cace upon any termes in time of warre; 

and if they be in any inward diflreiTe^now 

they feek to Chrift for comfort and quiet, 

and lb like many (ick patients defire the Phi" 

fitian, not to have him married to them , but 

.forfomeofhispbyfickonly^tobe healed by 

/ WfT»; 



The Sotmd !Beleeyer. 



I 



^99 



him;but what faith our Saviour to thefe pief- 
{&n$? vctfc 27. LahMT^n^t fir the meat thai 
fcri/betb ^yjhtt Ihould be the end of their 
labour then ? he* tells them, tut for that 
tread that enJttres to evirlafiing life ; what 
isthishreadj fee the 334 and 35. and 48. 
verfes, he tells them, / am the tread of life^ 
feek for me therefbrej come for me; and look 
as none can (iavc life from the bread » ttnk(fv* 
hefirft feed upon the bread it fcHe , fo none 
can have any life or benefit frpm Chrift that 
comes not firft to Chrift for Chrift. Con- 
ceive of this thus ; God in Chrift is the com- 
pleat objed of faith under a double notion; 
Firft as fufficient, in being all we want unto 
US; Secondly, as efficient , in communica* 
tin^; all to us^ and doing all for us. In the firft 
rcfpeft^he is Eifiaddaiyin his promife; in the 
fecohdrcfpcAhe is Jehovah y Exod. 6. 3. 
in making good his all*{utficient promile; 
hence faith comes to him for a double end, 
firft that he would give himfelfe and be all 
to it. Secondly, that he would comosunicite 
all his bleilings and benefits alfo , and fo doe 
all for it. For in the covenant of Gf ace, the 
Lord doth not onely promife a new heart, 
pardon of finnc, with the reft of thofe fpiri- 
tuall benefits, but, alfo himfelfe, 1 will bee 
their God, and the j Jhatlbt, mjfeople. H^-nce 
Faith comes firft for that which the Lord 
principally promifeth , viz.. God himfelfe. 
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and then tor' til the reft of thofe heavenly 

and glorious benefits; and he^ce it iSy if any 

man come tor Chrift himfelfe Without his. 

benefits, and regard not the cdnvej ance of 

them»astheFamilrftsatthis day doe, who I 

abulnh all inherent grace s^and ib/ne of them 

all ordinances becaufe Chrift is all to them; 

or if any come for the benefit^ of Chrift 

withoDt Chrift himlelfe^ as many aaiong 

our felves doc , who never account them'- 

(elves happy in him» but onely by fome abi* 

litiesthcry receive from him; neither of thefe 

' come vvithafingleeyej nor fixe a right md 

in their dofing with Chrift: you mutl firft 

come for Chrift himfelfej ^ nd (b for all his 

benefits. 

For eftabliftiing your hearts in which 
truth, confider thtfe things. 

I. Confider what drives any man to 
Chrift.Is not fenfe of wants onemain thinp^ 
now what are a chriftians wants, whea the 
Lord hath humbled him/" are thty not, firft, 
want of Chrift ; and fccondly, of all the be- 
nefits of Chrift ? vU, righteoufnefle, peace, I 
pardon,grace, ^lory John 1 6. 9. 1( therefore 
the foules of all the eled feel a want of both, 
doth not Faith come to Chrift for both ? 

John J^. 10. J ftho» I^Hcwefi the giftofCifd, 
{i. #.tbe worth of him , and thy want of 
him J thou vfouldcfi askjy attdhce would give 
thee -mdtcr efUfe. 
I a .What 



" — — ^ • — ^ — 

2. What doth the Lord offer iKv the Gpf- 
pdl ? is it not firft Chrift hitnfdfei and then 
all the bcncfitrof Chrift? Iffj 9.6,j. Tsnsa 
Sonne u tome, tons a Sonne if given; in the 
receiving therefore 6f Chrift by faith, what 
fhcmld the foule time at 3 bu^ that it may 
have the Sonne himfeife, and fo all his bene- 
£ts with him ? 

g. Can any man have etemall life , that 
not only hath not the benefits fiowingfrom 
the Sonne, but that virants thi* Son hifmetfe i 
I am fure the Apoftle exprefkly affirmes it, 

I lohn 5 • 1 2 . JFfif that hdth the Son bath life^ 
he that hath not the Son hathnot life ; Faith 
therefore mufl come for Chrift himfeife : as 
in marriage the woman confents firft to 
have the man, and fo to have all other bene- 
fi ts that will neteifarily follow upon this. 

4» The happineffe of all the Saints con^- 
fifts in two things :Firft,union to Chrift; Se- 
condly , communion with Chrift. Faith 
therefore pitcheth firft upon Chrift himfeif, 
that it may have fure and certaine union to 
him (for our union Js not unto any of the 
benefits flowing to us from Chrift ; we are 
not united unto f orgiv'enefTcr of finnes , nor 
peace of confciehcct nar hoiinefle, &c. but 
unto the perfon of the Son of God himfeife) 
and then fecondly commeth, for the com- 
munication of all the benefits aridng onely 
from union; as Paul^ Phil. 3 • p, lo. efteems 
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sS things Jmng amd hft» firft ,. to be frmnd in 
him^ih^tfo he might have hie rtghte^ufnefe 
in judication, dndfeele the fewer efhU dedth 
MndreffurreElien in fandlification^&c in one 
wordy Ftich firftbuyesthe pearleit felf, and 
thenfeekstobeinrichsd by it; it finds the 
/rf47W'^ of grace, glory, peace , mercy, fa* 
vour, reconciliation in Chrift,but then buyes 
the jE^/^itfelfcthatit may hiTC tke trea- 
fore alfo , Mat. 1 3 . 44* the Lord Chrifts 
great defire is, that 4f hie, might ie with him 
tefee hie glerrjehn I7.a4«an(fpaithdefires 
firft to have him, and be tor ever with him, 
andfe to partake of that glory : the Lords 
great plot is firft to perfed; the Saints in 
vlkci&yCeL a. lo, yee are compleat in him; 
then to ofiake them like to Chrift by com- 
manicatinglife) grace, peace, glory from 
him: Cel.^. 3,4. 1 lehn ;• i, a. Faith 
therefore firft qaiets it fclfe in him , then 
feeks for life from him ; it comes fir(l for 
Chrift, and then for all the benefits of Clirift.. 
Oh that this truth were well confidered, 
how would it difcovep abandance of rotten 
counterfeit faith in the world, fome feeking 
for peace and comfort, and carchii^ at pro- 
miles without feeking firft to have the per- 
fon of Chrift himfelfe , in whemenlf dtthe 
frenifes are Te^9^ndjimen.Oth&:s delpifii^ 
the benefits of Chrift, efpecially grace > ho^ 
Itnefie , and life from him ; becaufe ( &y 

they) 
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they) Chrifi is M in M to them • Ask tbf n , 
Hive you my gricc , change of heart , &c ? 
tufli 1 what doe you tell them of repen- 
tance , tnd faith, and holinefle^ they have 
Chrift, and that \% fufficient ; they have <he 
fubftance, what (hould they doe. now with 
fliado wes ef Ordinances,MimfterieSs or Sa- 
craments? they have all graces inChr jft,wby 
(hould they look either tor being of :i^or evi* 
dence from any grace inherent in themfelTes? 
they have a living holy head^ but Cbrifts'bo*; 
dy they fay is a dry Skelei!on,a dead ctrcafe, 
and they are but dry bones: & is it fo indeed? 
then look that God ftiould {hortly bury thee 
out of his )%ht, afluredly you that want and 
dcfpife the benefits comming from him^ 
fhaU never have part nor portion in him at 
the great day of Account; Chrift ii a Saviour 
U fuve men fr^m their jins^ not f • J^V€ men 
and f heir fins ;Chn{i is King and PrieCl oi 
bis Ghutchyhol) andfefdraud frem finmers^ 
Heh.j. 2fS. and if you baveany part or por- 
tion in him, he hath made you Kin£s and* 
Pricfis alfo to God and his Father, and hath 
not left you in your pollution, botnenfityem 
frem it in hu awne kUod ^ : Rev. i\ 5 ,d. The 
/4ir efGediewrkten en the henrt ef Chrifi , 
/yi/.40. 8. with Beh. 10. 5, 6, 7. and if 
ever bee wraps you up in^he covenadtof 
grace, he win write hisUw in jeur hearts ai- 
fo,Heh.S,io. V 
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Let all deloded Ftinilifts tremble tt this^ 
tint in advancing Chrift himfelTc^ and free 
^ace,, aboli(h and defpife tbole heavenly be- 
nefits which flow horn him note «U the 
cleA. Let others alfo fiioume over thein- 
felves^ that have with aiuchaffcrdtioh been 
feeking after Chrifts benefits, peace of con- 
(cience, holbefle of heart and life, proaifes 
to tfiisre them of eternall glory, but have not 
(oi^t firft to embrtce and have the perlbn of 
the Lord Jefos himfelfe. 

Oh cone, come therefore anto the Lord 
Jefus for Chrifl himfelfe» and for all his be- 
nefits ; I fay for AM his benefits.This is that 
which the Apoftle prayes for mih itniii 
knees for the Ephefians, that they migh (not 
take in a little, hot) comprehend the height^ 
iefth^ lengthy kredth of Chrifts iove^ thnt fo 
they might h fitted with ntt t kef mine jfe of God. 

This is that which our Saviour exprefly 
with much vehemcncy calls for, leihn y. 37. 
Let nil that thirfl come unto me, nnddrinkf ; 
notyif nndtnfte a little, as Reprobates and 
Apoftates doe, Hek ^. 4, 5. but drinkf^ mU 
drinkf iUmndnntlj, as it if Cnnt. $.1. And 
obferve it, that upon thefe very termesthe 
Lord tenders grace and mercy , Rom. 5.17* 
the ApofUe doth sot (ay » Thej that receive 
alittle, but abundoMce ef grace ^ fljatt reign b} 
righteoHfne\^e unto eternal life. Ofen thj 
month wide andl wittfiU it , P/al.Sj. 1 1, 1 a. 

Aad 



The Sound Beleever. 



20J 



And moft certainely this is one princi- 
pal! difference between the faith of the Eleft 
and Reprobates^ (and if I miftake not^ the 
principall) the eled: ciofc with ChriR for . 
that end> for which the Father offers him^ 
which IS, that thejr inight poflefTe his Sonne^ 
and adl his benefits » and therefore come 
poore and einpty,for all ; thie reprobate come 
not for alljbut for fo much and no move then 
willferve their ownettirne; in mikrythtf 
would haveChrift todeliTcrthem^but what 
care they for fpicituall mercies ? itt trouble 
ofcoofcience> or after their foole falls into 
filthy lulls and (ins, they come to Chrift to 
forgive them and comfort fhem^ but what 
care they for holine& and a new nature ? 
fome (innes they would have Chrift fave 
them from J. but tHey regard not redemption 
from all ; they cannot come to Chrift, that 
all the powers of darknefTe may be perteAly 
fnbdued,that their owne (innes> and fclves, 
conceits^and wills, may be led away captive 
by this mighty Conquerour; that Chrift in 
all his authority, grace, peace^ life^-glory, 
might be for ever advanced in them and by 
them. 

It was Anjlins complaint in his time of 
many of his hearers, that Cbrifium 4jff^ui, 
to have Chrift was pleaHng to them ; W 
/fqui Chrifium^ to follow Chrift , this was 
heavy .To clofe with ChrUls perfon,i$ fweet . 
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to many ; but to clofe with his wilU and to 
come to him that he would give them ^ 
heart to lye under it, this benefit they defirc 
not. All Chrift is ufelefTeahd needieflc ; bot 
fbmething fro^ Chrifl is precious to them : 
for the Lord lefus fake beloved uke hc^dof 
diis delufion ; if any thing hath been boi^ht 
for US at adeare rate^ and coft much; if tiKi 
miin fliould ofier to hold any part of it backc, 
we will not abate hint any thing, we will 
ha ve it tfU» becaufe it coftdlei^e^ I tdlyon 
pardon of fin, peace withGodi the adoption 
of fonnes^ the fpitit of grice^ perfererance to 
the end, the kingdome of glory, the richesof 
mercy ^ have beene bought for you by a 
deare and great price , the precious blted 
of Chrift ; and therefore if the joftice of 
God (hould hold back any thine; , or thy 
owne unbeliefe tell thee thete ace too 
great and many for fo vile a creature as tkou 
art to enpy ,yet abate the Lord nothing ; (ay 
thou art vile, yet Chrifts blood that bought 
not fome, but ^1 thefe^ is very precious, aod 
therefore take them all to thy Cdlfe, as thy 
portion for ever, and kliffe the L$rd, as Da^ 
viddotkiPfal.iS.jahdt gave thee thisrM#* 
fell. Whiles you are in peace, it may be you 
may negleftfo great falvation ; but the tine 
of diftrefle and anguilh may come wherein 
you may feel a need of all, even of thofe hid- 
dcn depths of mercy above your reach and 
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reafon ; and therefore^ asbces, gather in your 
honey in (ummec time^ and with Itfefb lay 
ap in the fc times of plenty, wbercin the ex- 
ceeding riches of grace is opened, andpour 
red ouc at your heeles, for thofe ^iiaes of ap- 
f^roaching faniinei ami for thofe many yeers 
of fpirituall deiertion and diftrefife, wherein 
you may tbink,Cafi it fiand with the honour 
of God to faTc fetch a poore finfull creature 
■s I am ? what iron heart is^not drawn by 
tills love, for the Lord to Ipvire you topo^ 
ikffc AM at nothii9g i^ Diiia in hell was de^ 
(irons of a drop tocoole his tongue, and be- 
hold the very depths and feas of grace are o- 
pcOed for thee to come in and partake of, if 
theLord Jefus (hould be ofiered unto thee 
to pardon feme iinncs, but not all ; tojpar- 
don all RnncSy but not to heale thy nature al- 
fo ; or to heale fomc back-flidingS| but not 
all.j tofupply thy fpirituall wants, but not 
outward alfo, as may be beft for thee ; or to 
fupply outward, but not inward and Ipiritu- 
all ; iP he ihould oflfer to doe thee good in 
this life, but not in death nor after death, 
you might refufe tocome in ; but when all is 
offered, all that mercy, which no eye ever 
fawtopittythee; all that love^ wherewith 
Abraham^ David^ Panl^ &c. Were embrai- 
c^d, now to refufe to come up and poneffe 
thefc J how can you efcatpe the foreft ven- 
geance of a* jealous Sod^ that negkd So 
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, ^rcat falvation ? Oh Lord ! what extremity 
of anguifli and bitterneflfe wilt thou one day 
be in> When the contempt of this grafce^ 
glowing upon thy cenfcience^ (hall prefle 
diee downe with thcfe thoughts ; I am now 
ander all mifery, but I might have had iil 
Gods gracei all Chrifts glory^ but wretch 
that I ami would not? Me thinks i^ your 
owne good hereby (hould not draw yon. yet 
the exceeding great glory the Lord fliall 
have hereby, mould force yoa to accept of all 
this grace ; for if thou didft receive a little 
grace, bcleeve a little mercy toward thee , 
this makes thee {bmetime exceeding thank- 
fully doth it not ? and the very hope of tcmxi 
makes thy heart break forth into a holy 
boafting and glorying in Chrift, ivhe is a gU 
like HHto rArrfSuppofc therefore you drankin 
all, and received all that which theLord free- 
ly ofFers> lliould not the Lord be exceeditig- 
ly magnified then ? couldft thou contahie 
thy k^t then, without crying out. Oh Lord 
now let thjffrv4ntdefMrt in fedce, jot mine 
ejes hdvejeene, and my foule hath now pof- 
kdlonotthjfatvaMn ? wouldfl: not call to 
the hills, and feas, and earth, and heavens^ 
and Saints, and Angels , to break forth into 
glorious praifes, and bicflc this God ? 

But what have I to doe to come, that am 
fopcore, and empty, and full of woes, and 
wuatSjzm finncs ? never was any fo mifcra- 
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blc, aild blind y and naked as I. 

If Faith commeth for all to Chriftj and Anfw. 
fetcheth all from hiai, then never be difcou- 
raged becanfe thoa hiA nothing to bring un- 
to him ; let all thy wants and cniferies be ar- 
guments and motives therefore to come 
unto hiffii RiveL 5 • 1 7, 18. Becaufe thou drt 

Mtfi^ and art not aflfeded with it/ therefore 
come unto mCi and b»j ije-falvct 4nd gold^ 
and white rajmcnt. Lord fMrdon my finne^ 
faith 7) avid ^ l^efoufe it u great: Mve mercy ^ , . ^ , . ^ ^ 
tifen mijor 1 dm c^nfumed with griefe ^ and & 3 1 .9* 
4m in treuhle. Let mercy dndtrHthccntink' P&l. 40. 
aUyfreferveme^fer innumerable evillshave 
cemfajfed mee round dbout. Let us returne 
Hnt9 the Lord, becaufe hee hath wouttded tu. 
I am 4 dogge ^ therefore let me have mm/, 
faid the woman of Canaan : oh this is croflic 
to fenfe and reafon» and we caonot btleeve 
while we are fo exceeding poore, empty, 
vile, that the Lord (hould look upon us ; but 
bdored » you little think what wrong you 
doe to your felves, & theLord Jefus hereby : 
for by this means Chrift \s not lo much exal- 
ted, nor the creature humbled, both which 
concurring in faith, make thofe ads of faith 
mod precious ; for while you (l^nd upon 
(omiethinc^ , and would have iomething to 
bring to Chrift, you hereby exalt your fclvcs; 
but when you come with fenfc of nothing 
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elfe but wots and wants,ind fee Chrift now 
making of you welcome, oitthis is not 
only mercy , but ravifhing mercy, I( you 
{hould come with fenfe of fomewhat to 
Chrift, and to fee his love to you; yon might 
.glorify mercy in the height, and length, and 
breadth of it, but not in the depth of it, un- 
lefle you fee it reaching its hand to you^ 
when you are (alien into fo low and poof 
a condition as nothingnefR! and empti- 
ne(fe« and mifery it felfe. And therefore doe 
not come to Chrift only for the benefits c^ 
the covenant, but for the condition of it al- 
fo, whenyoufeelea want of faith it (cUe; 
as Hez^ki^h did, Ifaj 38.14. Lord I Mm 9f- 
prejfed, undirtaksf^r mt. i Kings 8. 57,5 8. 
Doe not undertake to hilfiU any part c^ the 
covenant or any condition in it » or any 
duty required of thee , ofthyfelfe, butgoe 
empty to Chrift, and fay as David , Lwi 1 
win run the y^ajes cfthj falvati$n , if thmt 
mlt fet my. heart at Uhrtj. PfaL 1 1 9^ 3 2, 

3 3 * ^li^i^ke^ ^^ 9 ^^^ J^ "^^^ ^^^^ ^f99^ ^hj 
name. P/i/. 80, 18. BeftxongintheLord, 
and the power of his might, but not of thine 
owne. 

But I come for all, and ani never a whit 
the better, but as poor and mlferable ftill as 
ever I was. 

If the £ord keeps you poor and lew , yet 
j the fame motive that made thee; come, let it 
J makcl 
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friakethecftay;it may be the Lord fees thotj 
wouldft grov^ full and lifted up if he^ould 
give thee a lit cle^& therefore keeps thee low; 
better be humble, then full and proud. Let 
us goe untc the Lori^ becMufe hee hath wbhh^ 
dedybroken, andjlaine m. But they might ob- 
jeft, we doe come, but find no help,iio cure. 
It may be fG;yct it is faid, After tii»$ ddjes he 
wii revive Ht^ and the third day wee /haMlive 
in hu fight y and we /baK l^naw him^if we follow 
en te knew him^ verfe 6. His goings forth arc 
prepared as the morning, it may be night for I 
a time, but the Sun of tighteoufneffc willa- 
rife gradually andglorioufly upon thy feule. 
Truly brethren, when 1 fee the curfeof 
God upon many chriftians that are now 
grown full of their parts, cifts, peace, com- 
forts, abilities, duties; I ftand adorif^g the 
riches of the Lords mercy to a little 
handful! of poore beleevers, not only in mz* 
king them empty, but in keepiAg of them fo, 
all their dayeS ; and therefore come to the 
Lord, paore, cmpty^ naked> nothing, ciirfed, 
in the (en fe of thy want of all thipgs, for all 
thinjg$| and then receive with gladneflc, yet 
boloncfle land holy confidence, not only par- 
don of fomefins.but of all ; bcleeve, anfwcr 
not tofome prayers t but alL Embrace in 
thy bofome not fome few promifes, but all. 
It is a great cafe of confcience. When may a 
chriftian take a promife without prefumij- y 
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tiontsfpokentohimi and given to him in 
particular; and the rule is very fwect, bat 
certaine : whenhee takes all the ScriptMre 
and embraceth it as fpoken unto him , hee 
may then take any particular proper proinife 
boldly ; my meaning is « when a Chriftian 
takes hold, and wrafUes with God for thtf 
accompliftvmcnt of all the promifes of the 
New Tcftament^ when he tets all the com- 
mands before him, as his rule and compai& 
itid guide to walke after ; when he applyes 
all the threatnin^s to drive him nearer unto 
Chrift the end ot them ; this no faypoaite 
can doe, this the Saints (hould doejsnd by 
this may know« w(ien theLord fpeaks in tfiy 
particular unto them;go Ifay again therefore 
untothe Lord for all, and in the fenfe #f all 
your emptinelle be abundantly comforted, 
that though you doe not find fupply bom 
Chrifl> yet you come unto the Lord Chrift 
for it: it is a certaine mlep you (hall not al- 
way want that good which you come to 
Chrift to iupply , nor alway be maftcred 
with that finne which you come to Chrift 
with, to take away : only then be ibre you 
come for aH; otherwife you doe not come 
trely : come firft for Chrift himfclfCf and 
then (as I faid^ for mII his benefits. 

To conclude; this is the direft and com- 
pendious way of livir^ by Faith^ib much ur- 
ged andpref&dofGodsfervantSjfor to live 
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by fiich properly is colirc upon the promiTe 
ipthewantofthe chii)g« or to tpprehend 
the thing in thepromifi;,Hif^, ii. i. now 
the promifes are not given to the eleA im<* 
Qiediitely without Chrift, but firft Chrift is 
given|#.^. offered intheGofpeli ind receir 
ved by Filth, dnd then with him all things 
alfo; and therefore the Scripture runs thus3 
Ipif $$• I) ^)3>4* C^m^ unf$ the -wMers 
anddrinkfy andtheny I wiS make an ever lafi^ 
ing Cevenanty f which containes all the pro- 
mifes^ even the fur e mereiej of David: the 
Apoftle expreflely difputes the cafe » and 
(tlthyWhere there ieaTefiamenty(mntiv[i\x\g 
Gvangeiicall promifes j there mmft firfi bee 
the death ef the Tefiater^ Hei. p. 1 5 » 1 6. to 
whom wc muft firft ceme tj Faith , btfore 
we can have right to any promife; Hek. 7, 
22. 25. and 10. \6y 17, 18. 22. Being jnfii^ 
fiedby Faith, now we havefeace with Ged , 
nay, rve have acceffe te Ged, nay now we are 
fure of fianding J now we. hope in God^ and 
g lory to come- Rom. 5 . I > 2^ 3 ,4. all f ollowcs 
the firft. 

How (hall a Chriftian therefore live by 
Faith? truly, firft receive Chrift and come 
tQ him for the end I mention; and then thou 
maift be fure all other things ftiallbe given 
to thee. As for example.- doft want any 
temporallblefling? fuppofe it be payment 
of debts, thy dayly bread, provifion ror thy V 
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come to favc that which is loft, fecketh it out 
in vocition, or callin;^ ; SandiflcatioD is the 
r^ftoring of us to the image of God we once 
had in Adam, as corruption is the defacing 
of that Image; Vocation is the calling of the 
I foulc unto Cbrift , this voy cc Adatm never 
beard of; he did not need any call to come to 
Chrift>and therefore was immediately fan- 
ftified , as foone as he vras made : but wee 
need Vocation unto Chrift, before we cao 
be fanftificd by Chrift; wc need this call to 
make us come to Chrift , to put us into 
Chrift, and therefore much : more bcfow we 
can rtceive any holineflc from Chrift^ the 
ground of our coming by faith is Gods call* 
a Thef. 2, 13^1 J^xhofen tofalvation ttrcu^b 
fanUification . ("the remote end ot Vocation J 

andhelcefe of the truth, (ihttitTit end of It) 
-mhereunto he hath called jeu^ there is the 
ground of it. The explication of this call is a 
point full of many fpirituall difficulties; bot 
of lingular ufe, and comfort tot hem that are 
faithfull and calk d;I (hall omit many things, 
and explicate only thofe things which fej:?e 
oar purpofe herein thefc three particulars. 

1 . I ftiall (hew you what this icali 
is, or the nature of it. 

2. The neceflity of it, 

j.How it is a ground cf com- 
ings and what kind of ground 
for Faith. 

/ \ , The 
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1. The nature of this Call I fhallopen 
for your more diftinft undcrftanding In fe- 
verall Propofitions,orThefes. 

Our Vocation or Calling is ever by feme 
word or voycc, either outward, or inward, 
I or both; either ordinary or extraordinary; 
bythcminiftery of feen, br by immediate 
vifions and infpirations of God. I fpcak not 
now ofcxtraordinarycalljby drea'mesand 
vifions I and immediate infpirations , as in 
Ahmham, and others, before the Scriptures 
were penned and publiftied; nor of extraor- 
dinary call, by the immediate voyce of 
Chrift : asln PauljxiA fome other of the A- 
poftles : for thele are ceafed now> Hcb.i . i . 
unlcfle it be among people that want ordina- 
ry meanes,and cleft infants, &c. whofe call 
muft be more then by ordinary meanes , bc- 
caufe they wwit fiich means; we fpeak noW 
of ordinary call by the miniftcryof men. 

2. This voyce in ordinary calling home of 
the.clefttoChriftjis not by the voycc of the 
Law, f for the proper end of that is to re- 
veale (inne and deaths and to cafl: down a (in- 
ner^ but by the voyce of the Gofpell bring- 
ing glad tidings; written by the Apoftles, 
and preached to the worldi He hath talUi 

JOH bj OHrGojpell. Thefe things are written 
thMj OH might beleeve. Bj the fooli/hnejfe gf 
preachings the Lord faves them that beleeve. 
I meane, preaching at the firft or fccoud tt.- 
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bound, by lively voyce, or primed Sertnaps 
it the time of hearing, or in the time of deep 
meditation, concerning things heard;, the 
Spirit indeed inwardly accompanies the. 
voyce of theGofpell^ but no mans call is by 
the immediate voyce of the Spirit without 
the Golpell^ or the immediate teftimony of 
the Spirit breathed out of free grace, without 
theword.f^ki. 12,15. And therefore, 
that a Chriftian iliould be immediately cal- 
led without the Scripture, and the Scripture 
only given to confirme Gods imimediate 
promue^ as a Prince gives his letter to con- 
iirme his promife made to a man before; 
(as Pdldif^ would have it,) is both a falfe 
and dangerous aflfercion*. 

This voy c? of the Gofpell is the voyce of 
God in Chrift, or the voyce of Jcfus Chrift* 
although difpenfed by men , who are but 
weak inftmments for this mighty. work icnt 
&fet inChrifts flead;but the call,the voice is 
Chrifis; its the Lord^ call : Rom. i.i5« it is 
certaine fome of the mci&ngers of Chrift 
called the Romans by the GofpelU y et f 4W 
faith, they r^eri called of Chrifi leftisj^be dead 
heare his vojce and arije and live* and whcQ 
the tiqie of calling comes, they liften to it as 
^^ call: and hence it is fty led, He^.. 3. i.be- 
caufe the Lord Chrifl: from heaven fpeakes, 
'takes the written word into his owne lipSi 
as it were Cant, i . i .a. and thereby picrccth 
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through the eares, to the heart > thronglh all 
the noyfe of fcarcs , forro wes, objedions a- 
gainft beleeving; and makes k to be heard as 
bis Toyce; the baw(els of Chrift now yerne 
toward an humbled loft Hnner (deeding at 
his feetj therefore can contain no longer, but 
fpeaks and calls, and makes the foule iinder- 
ftand his Toyce : fo that this call is not a 
mean buHncflf^, becaufe the Lord Jefus him- 
felfe now (peaks>whofe voyce is glorious* 
. The ft^sftancc of this call, or the thing the 
Lord calls unto ^ is to cgme unto him : for 
there is a more common calling ^or as fome 
tearmeit, a particular calling) of men^ as 
fome to be Msftcrs or Servants^ i Ccr.'j. 
2i^» 20, 2 1 . or to o^e in Cbmrcb or Com" 
men^wealth , as Aaron , Het 5 • 4. and the 
voyce there is to attend unto their work to 
whichthcy are called.There isalfo a i:emote 
endbf vocation^whichisto^/fn^jf^r^i Thof. 
4.7. and onto glory alfo ) 2 7'^^jf.2. 14. 
Phit.^* 14. but we now fpeak of more fpo- 
ciall calling , the next end o( which is^^ 
come nnto Chri^^ the fouie hath lived many 
yeares without him ^ the Lord Jefus will 
no w have the loft prodigallto come home, 
to come to him; the jfoule is wenrj andkeavy 
Udin, and the Lord Je&s could cafily eafe it 
without its conraoing to him : but this is 
his will, he muft eomt to him for it: Mat. 1 1 • 
27, Ur. 3 .7, iijfaidsftorjbcf hoi done thefi 
tV)w jt \ 
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things tfirne unto meiC§meMnt§ me ye backc 
JlidiHg children^ lleheale pur tdckzflUUngs^ 
Jer« 4. 1 • Iftb^n returnef:^ returne mnt^ me, 
Tiiis roicc,Ceme unh meM one of the fwe6- 
teft words that Chrift ctn fpctk^or mm can 
heare^ full of Ma/efty^ mercy , grtcey anti 
peace; a poor finner thinks j Will the Lord 
ever put up fiich wrongs I have offered hifla, 
heale fuch a nature , take fuch a viper into 
his bofome; doe any thing for me? if therebe 
but one in the world to be forfaken, is it not 
I? the Lord therefore comes and callSf 
C^mi unt§ mee dnd 1 witt psrd§» sB thy 
fins 9 1 mil hi4LU dll thy buekrflidings ; 1 mil 
he ^nfry n§ mmn. Jer. }• I2« 1 3. Though 
th$u hsfi eommittek wbaredome with mduy 
Uvers, yet returns unto me fdith the Lord, 
7^r.3.i. Though thou haft refifted my Spi- 
rit^itfufcd my grace, wearied me with thine 
iniquitieSy yet come unto me , and this will 
make me amends; I require nothing of thee 
elfe but to come : for Gods call is out of free 
graceyC74/. 1.6. and therefore calls for no 
more but only to come up and poflefTe the 
Lords fulncffe, Z»i^ 14- 17- i C-V. i.p. 

This call to come^i^ for fubftanceallone 
with the offer of Chrift ; which confifts in 
three things* 

t • Commandement to receive Chrift as 
prefent and ready to be given to it: as when 
we oHrr any thing to another , it is by com- 

xcvinding 
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minding them to take it: ilohnj\. 23. and 
this binds confciencc to beUeve^as you will 
tnf wer for the contempt of this rich grace^ 
at the gteat day of account. 
- J. Perfwamn and intreaty t6 come and 
rtceive what we oflfer ; for in fuch ah offer .^ Cor.f . 
wherein the perfon is unwilling to receivCj i9«2o. 
and we are exceedingly defirous to give^ we 
then perfwtde; fo doth Chrifl: with us. 

3. Promife:to offer a thit^ without a 
prooaifeof having it, if we reccire it, is but a 
I mock-offer; and hence you ffaalKind in Scri- 
pture (ome promife ever annexed unto Gods 
offer, which is the ground of fait h^ i/r. 3 .12. 

This call or oflfer hath three fpcciall quali- 
fications : firftf it is inward as well as out- 
Ward, for the Lord calls thoufands outward- 
ly who yet never come 1 becaufe they want 
an inward call to come; an inward whifpc- 
ring ft ill voyce of Gods S|)irit : and therefore 
it isfaid,Hr thut hath heard and Usrmd (not 
of man only, but) of the fdther commeth un^ 
r# me, Uhn 6« 45. The Lord doth not ftand 
at t he outward doore only and Call to open, 
but the Lord Jeiiis comes io, hecomesneare 
unto the very heart of a poor finfier & makes 
that underftand , Hof. a, 14. and the Lord 
makes his grace glorious, and his mercv 
fwcet unto the hearts of his Eled ; Look 
("faith theLord Jcfus) how I have left thou- 
fand thoufands in the world , and have had i 
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greater caufe Jb to htte left thee; but beh 
I am come unto thee ^ oh come thou n 
unto me* 

2. It is a particular call • for there is a ; 
nerall call and offer of grace to every o 
Now though this be a meanes to mak< 
particblar, yet the Spirit of Chrift whicli 
wont to apply generalls unto particul 
particularly, maKes the call particular, t 
the foule fees that the Lord in fpaciall me: 
me, (ingles out me in fpeciall to belceve ; 
therwife the foales of the eleft will not 
mtach moved with the caU of G«d , fo Ic 
as they think the lordoflfers no more me 
to me then to any reprobate; ind theref 
the Spirit of Chrift makes the call parti 
lar . jB/47 43 . 1 . 1 have called thee by nan 
John 10, 5. Heeatteth aU his Jheef by nai 
not that the Lord calls any by thdc chrif 
name (as we lay) as the Lord did extraoi 
narily call Saninel^Samnely and Fduly Fa 
but the meaning is, look as the Lord fr 
before all world^ writ down their names 
the book of life, and loves them in fpeci 
fo in Vocation, ("the firft opening of Ele 
Qn)the Lord makes his oflfcr and caU fpcc 
and folpeciall as if it were by name ; tor 
foule at this inftant feeles fach a fpeciall ( 
ring of the fpirit upon it which it f tels nc 
and never felt before ; as allb its partici 
/ cafe fofpokcn unto, *nd its particular o 
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ftions fo aiifwcrcd , and the grievoufneffc of 
itsfinne in refufing grace fo particularly ap- 
plyed,as if God the ontly fcarcher of hearts 
onelv fpake tii^to it , and fo dares not but 
thinke and beleeve that the Lord meaneth 
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' 3. It is efFeAuall as well asinwar4and 
particolar. LMl^iJ^t^.c^mfeB thim tocomt 
ifK John 10.16. Cbrifts »iher fieep /ball 
htari Chrifts voice , and thofb he mnft bring 
home ; for every inward call is not efFefto- 
all. There came a man in^ without his wed- 
ding girment, Main 22. 6,7,8. Virhence our 
Saviout faith, Many are called ^ but few che^ 
y^n; butthislnowlpeakof, is a calling oftt 
ofpfirfofe, Rom.S.iS. and therefore never 
leaves the foule^ until! it hath red! ^oflcfflioh 
ot Cbrifti and refts there ; this call falls upon 
a finncr humbledjrtot hard hearted ; & hence 
the call is efFe(ftuall, Mat.^. 12,1^. 1 Chron* 
36. 10, 1 1, it is fuch a call as was in creati- 
on, fi^^'^.iy. And hence thefoule cannot 
but come, and when tis come it cannot de- 
part, like Peter yLord^ whither [ftould wegQe ? 
and therefore though it hath never fomany 
obj£(5lions in comming to Chrift, never fo 
much weaknefle or heartkfnefle to clofe 
with Chrift^ yet the Lord brings it homeland 
there keeps it, and now it infinitely blcfl&th 
God that ever the Lord gave it an eye to fee, 
an heart to come and feek after Jcfus C^hrift. 
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Thus mDch of the tatnire of this CalI,now 
follows the neceflSty of it« which appears in 
thefe three particulars. 

I . No man flaould come uoleiTe firfk cal- 
led ; a^ it is in calling to an ordinary office, 
fo tis in our calling much more unto fpeciall 
grace; the Apofilc faith , Hek 5. 4. that 
No mm takfs this honour ^ int he that is csSed 
of God ; fo what hath any man to doe with 
Chriftj to make himfelfc a fonne of Ood,and 
heire of glory thereby , hut he that is called 
oi God ? what have we to doe to take other 
mens goods^ unlefle jcalled thereto ? what 
have we to doe to take the riches of gracie 
and peacejif not called thereto ? tis prefump- 
tion to take Chrift whiles uncalled, but fiot 
when you are ciUed thereunto. 
. 2. Becaufe no man would come without 
the Lords call. MAt,20,6j. fVhj ftani jon 
here all the day idle ? The anfwer was. No 
man hath hired ^ or caUed m thereto i When 
there is an outward call onely > yet men will 
not come in. Mat. 23.37. and therefore 
there mud be an effeduall call to bring men 
home, £/4; 5 5 . 5. and therefore you fliall 
fee many, let there be a legall command,fup- 
pofe to fanftide a Sabbath , or to fpeak the 
truth ; they have no ob jeAions againfl: obe- 
dience unto this: but prefle them to beleevei 
£hewthcm GodscalUor it, they have more 
f earcs and objections riling againll this then 

there 
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there be haires on their head, becaufe the foul 
would net clofe with this, 

3 • Becaufe no man could rome unlede 
called. Ioh» 6. 44. No man can come to mcy 
unlefe the Father draw him ; and how doth 
the Father draw any man, but by this call ? 
if the Lord fliould not comaand fpeak him- 
felfe, and make his call themoft joy full ti- 
dings and the fweeteft meflage that ever 
ctsne to it, it would fay, I haVe no heart, I 
cannot, I am not able, for Rom. 11.32. wee 
arejhut up under unbelief e^ and therefore the 
Lord ^t{}XSiLuki 15.5, Btuift bring his (heep 
home upon his (houlders, clfe it will dye in 
the wildernefle of its own droopings; w here- 
as when the Lord eSlclnally fpeaks,the foul 
cannot but come. 

Laftly, how this call is a ground of faith, 
and what ground of faith. 

For anfwer hereunto, I doc not make tfiis 
Clll con(idcred without the promife » the 
ground on which Faith refts,(tor that isGods 
free grace in the promife) but the ground bj 
which it rcfls, or wherefore it rcfts upon the 
prosnife. The mind k£t(i.) the frecnefle 
of mercy to a poore (inner in mifcry, and 
this breeds fome hope the Lord may pitt^it. 
(2.) The fulneffe 9nd plenteous riches of 
mercy, and this gites very great encourage- 
ment to the foule to think. The Lord (it I 
come to him) furcly will not deny me a 
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drop, PfdL 130. 7, 8. The ProdigtU com^j 
home bcciufc oi bre^i enough in his fathers 
henfe, though he was not cerctine he fliould 
htve any. f 3.) The preciaufnefle and f weet- 
neffc or mercy makes the foule long vehe- 
mently for it, FfaL^6. 6,7. and makes it fet 
all other thiogs at a low rati?, to enjoy it • 
but when unto all this the Lord knds a fper 
ciallcommandement, a fpeciall mefTagcoo 
potpofe, and calls it to come iHy and accept 
of it, and take mercy as its own, and that for 
nootfaerreafon,butbecaufeit is commanded 
and called to accept of it ; this puts an end 
unto all doubts, all feares , all difeourage- 
ments, and the foule anfwers as thofe./rr.}, 
2 2. BcboldfWe come^for thorn art the Lord omr 
God. As a man in great want of bread . one 
comes and freely offers him bread to pre- 
ferve his life, the man takes it ; if you askc 
him. Why doe you take it? you are t poore 
feUow, unworthy of it, never did yet one 
hoiires work for it : he aBfwert^ Tistnie, I 
am unworthy, but yet becaufe it is o&red to 
me to preferve life, 1 gladly take it ; the man 
doth not promife abfolutely to me, that this 
bread is mine, and fliall feed me; but heteb 
m^ if I doe receive it, it (hall certainly be 
mine to feed me^and this is the maia ground 
of his receiving of it • J uft fo it iB in r aith ; 
Aske an humbled finncr. Why doe you be- 
leeve ? Why doe you take Cfarift as y^or 
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owne ? Hath the.Lord fsid abfolutdy thtt he 
is yours ? No, faith the fouk, but tfee Lord 
freely offers himfclfe unto me, who atn un- 
done without him, and iaith, if I doc receive 
him, he (htli be for ever mine, to g vc life to 
ine,tnd therefore I thankfully accept of 'him; 
this is the ground of Faith. The Scripture | 
(etsottt this in a lively fimilitude x>F 41 gvs^t 
Sufpir^to which many were invited ;whtt 
was the ground of their cocnming to it ? Be- 
hold, all things are ready if you come aiid 
eate, thay are not yours if you doe not como j 
but if you come at my call and invitation* 
then ail things (hall be yours. And benc« it 
is that they that came not, wc^re excluded ; 
they that came were received with wel- 
come. 

I know tis a qucftion of fome difficulty a- 
mong fome, t//*. Whether an abfolu:c tefti* 
mony of aftuall favour and /ullification be 
not the firft gfound of Faith ? They that 
make Faith to be an abfolute afTurance of 
Gods favour, muft df neccflity mai»atain this 
affcrtion, and then thefe things will follow. 

I. That a Chriftian muft be j xftificd be- 
fo>ehebeleeve;fbrth(? caufcr of Faith muft 
goe before Faith. This propofition , Th^f$ 
art juftijied^recoHciUd^ \% according to this 
aflettion thecaufe of faith ; for Uv) propofiti- 
on can therefore be true, becaufc we are p<;'r- 
fwaded that it is true; but it muft be firH true, 
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before I tm perfwaded of it ; the wall is not 
white, b'eciufe my eye fees it fo, but it muft 
firft be white, and then I fee it fo. Now to 
make aftuall juftiScation before faith^ is 
croffe to the whole current of Scripture, 
PVe telecvt that we might hjuJUfai, Gdl. 2 . 
1 6. we are not juftined that we might be- 
leeve. H^e pajjefhm death to life by fkitb^ 
/•^if 5.24. we are not inaftateoflife be* 
fore taith. fVhen the Lerd leftu faw their 
faith, Mat.pa, he tk^nfaid, Beofgoodcom^ 
fore, thyfinnes are forgiven thee. The Word 
faith, lie that beleevethnotyU condemned al-- 
ready, Uhn 3.18. and therefore (unleflfe the 
Spirits witnefle be crofle to the Word) it 
doth not fay to one that belecveth not, that 
he is labfolvcd already* To be jfiftifiod tj 
faith, and to bcjuflifiei ty Chrifis righteonf 
mejfe is all one in the Scriptures phrafe and 
meaning, G*4/.i. 16,17. ^^^ therefore we 
may as well fay that we arejuftified before 
and without Chrift^ is before and without 
faith. And indeed this doftnne of being jUr 
(liiied by faith, and by this mcanes to have 
remiflion of (innes,the Apoftle Peter tffiriBS 
to be the dodftrine of all the FrophctSj ^^// 
I o. 43 . 7"^ him give all the Profhets witnefe^ 
that whoffever beleeve in him, Jhai rocdvi 
remijjien ofjinnes : not that they had remit 
fion of finnes before they did beleeve.I know 
not any one Proteftant Writer that main-^ 
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taiincsoar /unification before and without 
faith, except learned Ckamier; who not 
knowing how to avoid the blow olSe/lar" 
mines horne^ argument, that if Faith be an 
aflixrance of our aduall juftificat ion, then we 
arcfirft /uftificd before we belceve; he af- 
firmes we are jufUfied before faith : and 
therefore that, when the Scripture laith we 
drejufiifiediy faith, thereafonofthat ("faith 
he) is not becaufe our faith dotke fficn^jufli^ 
ficatienem, i. e. is a caufc (meaning inftru- 
mentall) of our juftification ; but becaufe 
eJpehMrinjuftificat^, i.e. is wrought in a ju- 
uified perfon ; but if that be the reafon of 
thephrafe, we ohayaffirineourjunification 
to be as well by love, and fanc^iiication, and 
holy obedience, as by fajth, becaufe thefe are 
wrought i n a j ufltified perfon alfo. 

Then no mans miniftrynor the doftrine de- 
livered by the faithful Miniflers of Chrift fro 
out of the Scriptures, can be any ground of 
faith, for before faith no Minifter of; Chrift 
tan fay to any man in particular, orany men 
in generall, that they are already juftified, 
and reconciled, and therefore bclecve it • but 
I to deny that doftrinc which is opened out 
of the Scriptufesby the Minifters of Chrift, 
to be the ground of Faith , is exprcfly croffc 
to the teftimony of Scriptures, and the end 
of the Miniftery, arid of the meflengtrs of 
Chrifl, who have the keyes of office given 
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tc\ thefri^that vrhat they hind§n t^rth^is i^nnd 
mhedr^H; rphsuthtj U§fe 0neArth^ islooftl 
in heMven • y^h§fejins they remit, th^f Mrefrr^ 
given y yphefe (ins they retain^ they are retained.' 
Mat. 16. 16. loh, io. 13, Mcft excellent for 
this purpolc is the Apoftlcs difpute,Rom.io. 
T^on need net go kfte heaven^ nerdswnt^helly 
to fetch Chrtft himfeife to tell you -wl^th^r jcu 
fhallheJHlufedandfa'i^d. 'yt:t.6yj. For the 
ixifriis "nigh them^ mrft 8, that 6pcns Chrifts 
heart unto thy htmit. But whit word might 
fbttK'fay is this? Isitnotthcinfcrnallword 
ofihe Spirit oncly ? The Apoftlc •flfwcrs, 
It is th*t tvord rrhich we preach : hereby you 
(hall know whether you fliall live or 00; 
but what i$thjt word Prfw/ preached ? is it 
not an abfolute teftimony ihit, all j oar fins 
are alreaify pardoned by Chrift, and therefore 
jbekcvcil ? No, but Jfthoa heleevc^ with 
thine he Art that GodraifedHp Chrififrom the 
\ dead^ thonjljalt befaved^ verf^, 11,12. What 
can be irore full? yet confiJ^-rt. at one place 
more, hhn 17.20. 1 fray for aU them that 
JhaU heleeve on me^ t hrongh their word. What 
is the around or mcancs of bclctvirg in 
I Chrift ? It is faid here cxprcfly, Their word : 
Is it not the word of Chrift, rather then the 
word of the Apoftlcs and of their fuccefTorSi 
in the dodrins they delivered , is it their 
word ? Truly that which they delivered, wis 
the word of Chrift, and that which is ope- 
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ned from their doArine iathe Scriptures is 
the word of Chrifty yet ts they open it, and 
apply it^ fo tis th^ir word : and this Word is 
the ground by which all that Chrift prayes 
for, doe beleeye in Chrift; the bare Word 
I grant cannot perfwade without the Spi- 
rit, yet the Spirit Will not give ground to 
Faith without the Word, but as by it , fo 
ttpon it « will build the fouls of all the eled, 
who are tuilt upon thef&unditti$n oftke Apo^ 
files ani Prophets Jefm Chrifi heingthi chief 
corneT'^fleney Eph.2,20, How C4n thej helteve 
vithoMt 4 Preacher } Rem*\o.iJ\. 

3* Then when wicked nien and repro- 
bates are commanded to belecve, (as they 
are commanded, loh» j. ip. Lttk* I4* ^7* 
John 6.^^. Hei.^,2.) they are commanded 
to beleeve a ly c^viz,. that their finnes are par- 
doned, and they adually juftified j for if this 
teftimony be the ground of faith, then when 
they are commanded to beleeve , they are 
commanded to be perfwaded of this ttfti- 
mony. But the (innes of wicked men, cfpe- 
cially Reprobates, are not nor neTcr ifhall be 
forgiven, and therefore this cannot be the 
ground of Faith. 

4. Then the Spirit of adoption , which 
witneflcth that God is our Father , and that 
we We his fonncs reconciled to him, goes 
Before faith • bat the Apoftlc exprcfly de- 
ny es this, T^4r^ the children of Goit J JMhi i 
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GaLi.i6.AndbetaHfej€aref0nnes^ he hath 
fent nntoj§m thejpirit of [otims frying Akk^ty 
Father^ GaLj^,6. 

5. Itfucha teflimony (houli be the firft 
ground of faith, then no man (hould belecve" 
but he that hathfuch a teKimony tntecedent 
to his faith; but this is crofl'c to the Scripture; 
JEfaj 50. 10. He that Jits if$ darkneffe^and 
fjtes no light ^ let him flay himfelfe upon hu 
God. When Jonah is caft out of Gods fight 
to his ownefeeling, yet h^ is boqnd tolQok 
againc unto the Temple. 
" 6. This abfolute teftimony is either the 
teftiroony of the Word,or of the Spirit; Not 
of the Word, as is pro vid; If of the Spirit, 
then let it beconfidcred, whether that can be 
the teftimony of the Spirit which is not ac- 
cording to the Word, nay contrary to -the 
Word, for the Word to fay none are juftificd 
before faith ; for th<r Spirit to teftifie fome 
are juftified before faith, if it be faid, that 
the Spirit doth n^t witncflc thcfe to any man 
before and without faith ; but yet it is with- 
out rcfped: unto, or flicwing a man his faith, 
(forthofe that exclude Sandification from 
being any evidence, they meanc Faith as 
well as any other renewed work of holices^ 
and fb exclude that alfo) then I fay the te- 
ftimony of the Spirit (which of it fvlfe is ex- 
ceeding cleare) isanobfcure and dark teftt- 
wony^ becaufe it cleares up the pi ^dicate of 
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thisPropofition,^^*!^ bdeever art JHfiified,' 
it witncflclh to t man thou art jnfiifUd ; but 
j clearest not up the fubjcft of iit ; viz,. th§u 
hleeverM makes a manbcleeve ateftioiony 
without undejfbanding the full meafiifig of 
it; for the Spirit tcftify ing to any mad thon 
art jufiifitd; his meaning is, thou hleeverart 
jufiificd: and I doe befeech the God and Fa- 
ther of all lights^ that his poore people may 
be led into the truth in this particular ; for 
want of cftablifhment here > ypu little think 
how many delu(ions you may fall into a- it< 
bout your fpirituall condition; I remember 
that when Satan came to overthrow the 
Faith of Chrift in his fecond temptation, 
^4^.4. 6. he brought a promife out of the 
Scriptures to him, becaufe he faw hee held 
clofc to them, •z'^A 4. and by this promife 
fought to lead him into temptation, how fo? 
obfervethe text, and fee if it was not by hi- 
ding part of the meaning of the promife 
from him, and in fpeciall^ that very conditi- 
on required in the perfon to whom the pro- 
mife is made; for he tells him, that if he cafi 
himfelfe dovPHc headlong i the Lord hath not 
only faid it, but writ it; Hefhattgive hia An- 
getts charge over bim^tok^ef him from dafh- 
ing his foot again fi aftone : whereas if you 
confult with the place whence it is cited, 
vi:S. P fa/me s^i, ii. The condition is fet 
downe , in aO, thy vfajes , which hce 5j>ax- V 
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pofely hides humour Saviour as mi 
him lay. 

Oh'ttke heed therefore of receiv 
teftiinony from Word or Spirit wit 
mdaning of it , without knowing 
fon thus md thus ^liBcd, to whoi 
longs; btherwife Satan will hurry y 
long to t world ot dciuSonS; and ; 
find the word of Goi appointed 
you > ( through your mif-applic 
it } the word ot Satan , to dec 
damneyou : doe not think that this 
ding faith upon works ; but to bele 
they that believe in Chrift are j jfl 
conciledi and faved ^ is building fa 
Gods promife; yea^and his free proi 
for faith the Apoftle , Jt is of fait 
might be •f grace, Rom^ 4. 1 6. It is 1 
to have the end by the tneanes^ not 
without the mean of Faith. It is 1 
may fee Gods ftYour and love to 1 
caufe as well as in the tffc^s cA (an 
on; but what is that caufe ? the mc 
ciufe is Chnfts righteoufnefle , an( 
ftrumentall caufe of applying this 
Faith; (b that at we are judiBcd by 
feeing this^ we may fay affurcdly w 
Being juftifieeitjfHiih, wee have pt 
God. Rem. 5. i» It is true , we c: 
our juftification by faith ^ nor ther 
Fiithi withoQlthefliiaing of the 
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to our hearts; but the queftibn is not whe- 
ther the Spirit helps us to fee our juftified e« 
ftttCjbutbywhat mcanes • by what Pro- 
pblition m the word wee come to fee it; 
which we fay is not^y any fuch abfolute tc- 
(Umony :thou art juftided iLlra(dy,and there- 
fore believe; but if thoubelieve and come to 
Ohrifl:, here is then pardofi of (inne , peace 
with God, yet all thebleffingsotChrift rea- 
dy for thee, which God intends to give and 
oerertotake away, if Hjipu thankrally rc- 
cciYc what God freely offers, and as it were 
layesdowne at thy feet. The callof Chrift 
therefore is the ground by which wee firft 
beIieYe;andthatyovimay be confirmed far** 
ther herein, doe but conlider the glory and 
excellency cf this ground* 

It is a conftant ground of faith, for if you 
con?e to Chrift becaufe you have affurarce, 
or becaufe you feel fuch and fuch graces, and 
, heavenly impreflions of Gods Spirit in you, 
you may then many a day and yeare keep at 
a diftance from Chrift , and live without 
Chrift; for the feeling of graces,and afliirance 
of fa vour are not conftant ; but this call is 
al way founding in thine yeares, 9h com$e, not 
only becaufe thou feeleft holinefife in thee, 
but come, becaufe poore, hungry, empty,na- 
ked, loft, blind, curfed,f(Brfaken; full of fin; 
there is not one moment ef the day of grace, 
but the Lord beiieecheth thee to receive tvU 
^^c^ 
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grtce, 2 Cor. 6. 1,2,3. this is an open door 
to Chrift ac til times^an open harbour to put 
in at in aUftorms^a heart-breaking word; oh 
thou tofled with tempefts and not comfdV 
ted, come unto cne and thou (halt find reft to 
thy foule. Many aske^how flxould I come to 
Chriftyfceingthat I have no promife belong- 
ing to me ? what have dc^ges to doe with 
childrens bread ? be it fo « yet Gods calli 
command, btfeechings^to come in^Qiould 
be ground unto thee » to come ; as a poore 
begger, that hath no promife abfolutely gi- 
ven him of reliefe> yet if a rich man (ends to 
him, and bids him come to his doore and 
waitj he thinks he hath good ground and 
warrant to come. 

It is a fure ground againfl: all f cares , all 
doubts of prelum ption , all fenfeof unwor* 
thinefTc, and of thegreatneffeofthe good 
promifed, &c. For the Saints have many 
tcarcs whereby they dare not come , they 
feare they may prcfume , they fee thcm- 
fclves moft vile, and unworthy of the leaft 
(mile; the benefits arc fo exceeding great, to 
whichthey are called, that they think it is 
too good for them, ice. but beloved, when i 
the foule fees evidently , the Lord invites 
me>perf wades me.comjnands me, waits 
formcftriveswithmethat I would come 
in, aiidbecaufc his grace is free, therefore re- 
quires no more but only to comcf^ take^ome 
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aiid drinks : this forceth the foul to confefle, 
i tm fure it is no prefumption to obey the 
call of Cbrift ; and in^hat though I tm un- 
worthy , and this good is exceeding great 
and prectous,7et irit be the Lords grace to 
call fuch a poore wretch to receive and ac- 
cept of it, why ftioald I not rather thank- 
fully receive it, then out of my ewn head fu- 
perftitioufly refufc it ? but this I am fure 
and certains of > the Lord calls me, thus to 
doe; if God fiiould fpeak from heaven to 
you to come unto his Sonne, it is not fefure 
a ground as the call of God from out of the 
Oracle of his word, in theblcffcd GofpcU 
of his deare Sonne. 

Itisaftfonggroundiand of great power 
and efficacy to force the foule to come; for 
you may ob; eA , no man can bdi(sve , or 
(hould believe, and come of faimfelf. I &y Co 
too; but how would you have the Spirit of 
CfariH: enable you to come i verily , it is by ' 
this call; and therefore f 7^r. 3. aa.when 
the Lord faid, Rnurne jt iAckrfliding cbiU 
drenythty prefently anfwered,Z^ri/ >rr comt^ 
thi deddJbaUkeare this vojce of the S^nne^f 
God, and /iV;Tohn 5.25. th$HfsUdftt Seeke ye 
mjfAce^ mj heart anff^ered^ Lord thj face 
vfiiU I fee\e. Oh iron^ftony, Adamantine 
heart , that canft jieare fo fweet a voyce as 
this word come, and yet not be overcome! 

This call honours grace moft, for what 
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more free then for the Lord to fay, C0m$dmd 
takf of the vpAter of life freely ? what more 
free, then for a rich ni«n to require of his 
debtor only to receive fo many tboufands of 
him to pay his debts, Ac to fet him up again? 
Verily brethren^ as theLord honors his grace 
by commanding us to conne,fo we konoiir 
it» when through the mighty power of the 
fame call we doe come. 

Thus much for Explication of this call, 
now let me put an end to it in a werd of Ap- 
plication. 

Let this perfwade all forts o»f perfons/ 
youQg and old ^ one and another to whom 
the Gofpell is fent , to come in to Jefus 
Chrift; for thofe that God calls fliould come: 
but the Lord calls (at Icaft outwardly J all 
forts of perfons ; nay every individaaU pet* 
fontocome vm MarkeiS. 15^ i6.'Pa$tl 
told the ftout Jaylor^ If thon beUevefi thon 
/halt te ftvedi and look as the Law fpeakes 
particularly to every man , Thorn fialt have 
no other Gods^ (^e. fo doth the Gofpell alfo, 
Rom. 10. 9. thatfo every man might look 
upon himfelfe as fpoken ta in particular. 
And indeed if there were not iuch t par* 
ticular call, then men fhould not fm by rchi* 
fing the Gofpell, nor (hould the Lord be 
angryiar fo doing, but their (in and condtm^ 
nation is great that (o doe, lohn 3.19. And 
thtf Lord is more wroth for this (in then any 

other; 
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In one word ^ citl:tir ths Loid would have 
thee (who ever thou irt^ to receive CUrift, 
ortorej,cft, and fo ddpifc Chtifi;aad if ihc 
Lord would havt y^m reject him , he Vf^iuld 
then have you (in, and continue in it, ^faich 
cannot (land either with the honour of 
Gods holinefle,or of his rich grace ; I (hall 
here therefore open two things. 

r I • Set downe means to enable you to 

come. 
I a. Shew ycm how and in what fnan- 
I ^ ner you fhoold come. 

The mcanes. 

I. Gon(ider9Who it is that doth call you; 
is it Man or Minifters think you? you might 
never come then; no» it is J efus Chrt(l hun- 
fel£c that calls you by them : Why doe ma- 
ny di(couraged Spirits refufi: tocomc ? it is 
becaufe they think dcceitfidl man, or chari- 
table men call them ^ but the Lord hath no 
refpeft unto them ; Oh foolifli conceipt ! I } 
teU you their Miniftery is not an 2l& or their | 
chatity,wi(hing weUtothefalvation of all* ; 
but it is an td: of Chriftsloveand ibveraigne } 
authority ; v^4m8. i 8^ip>20. So that what j 
they doe, it is i^ Chrifis ftead, 2 C^r. y • 15^. ' 
20. it ChriA wasprcient^fae would call thee 
to him with more bowels then any compaf* 
(ionatcMinifl:ercan:& I nSmt you^torf^rm 
them, is to receive Chrifi; to dejpiji them, is 
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to dejpife Chrifi, John 13. io. and thcrtforc 
Bfh. 2. 14. although the Apoftles pretched 
toxhcEfhejians^yttit is faid, that Chrift 
cAme and preached to them. If sny Mimifier 
freacheth any 9ther doEtrine ef grace tbtm 
what Chrift hath delivered, let him he decmr^ 
fed; But it they publifti his mind and his call, 
look upon them as if the Lord himfelf cdled 
unto you, left the Lord accfirfe you , and all 
their Miniftery to you: the Lord Jefus did- 
not caft off the J ewes for crucifying of him 
and flicdding his blood y untill the Gofpell 
of grace publiflied by his mefTengers , cain& 
to tfaem> and that was rej eded ; thcb Psml 
waxed bold, and faid, iecaufe yen pnt gtwaj 
the word frem yen , wee leave y4H ; AU$ 

Oh beloved, if you did bcleeve Chrift cal- 
led you poore prodigalls ("that have run riot, 
and (inned againft him as much as you 
could j home unto him; fuppofe Chrift was 
prefenf, would it not dra wyou inPfuppole ke 
was with thee in the chamber , where thou 
art crying after him, or in the Church, where 
thou art waiting tor him, and he ftiould ap- 
pearevifibly before thine eyes , opening his 
bofome, and bowels, and blood before thee, 
and calling unto thee to this purpofe, I doe 
befeech thee and intreat tbiee by aU thefe 
teares I have (hed for thee in the dayesotmy 
ikfli, by all thofe bitter agonies I hive fut- 

fcrcd 
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fered for thee » by tU chcfe tender bowels 
which htvt been rowled together toward 
thee, come unto me ^ embrace me , lay thy 
wearied head in this bleffed bofotoeof mine* 
cn^cifii me no longer by thy (ins, tread me 
not under foot by thy unbeleef any more; and 
I will pardon aU thy finnes though as red as 
crimfen $ I will heale thy curfcd nature, I 
will carry thee in my owne bo wells up to 
glory with me , where all d^s and teares 
and forro wes ihall be aboliftied . &c. who 
weuld not now come in to him r let me fee 
tfcr man that bith a heart oF Adamant that 
would Dot melt and come in at this ; Oh my 
beloved; this Very call is done as really by 
Chrift in his Minifters now, though not fo 
vifibly and immediately as I now defcribe : 
and therefore take heed ho\y you rdufe to 
kcxce him that ficskfs from hcavsn , Htk. 

Confider whom the Lord ctlls, and that la 
thee in pxrticular^who ever thou %rr,towhom 
th€ Gofpell of Clurift is fcnt : for if yoa 
think Chrift calls fonle only that are (o and 
fo deeply humbled only to come, and not 
onto you in particular, you will ntver come 
in; but we have proved this , that the Lord 
calls all in generall, and confcquently each 
man in particular; the confidcration of this 
may bring you in; Men fear to commit mur* 
ther and fteale, &c. but you fcare not uiibe- . 
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leefe; bat the Apoftlc bids youfiarethzt-Jinr 
the GojpeRid f reached (fayth k!i)unuy0m^M 
weHasHHt0ti9ofethMtfeB%yu^eli€fe: Het. 
4. 1 , 2. doe not {iiy^he ctlls cne indeed^ bat it 
is no fflorethcH what he dot^to reprobates; 
true, in the outward call it iafo^ yet upon 
this ground you may think the Lord a»- 
mands not, calls not you, to fanftific « Sab- 
bath, or to honourGods name » becasfe tlus 
is as common to reprobates as onto you; 
doe not fay , I am not able to c^me , tnd 
therefore I am not called; no more arc yw 
able to attend the rules of theaxiorall Law •* 
yet you look upon them^ "as appertaining to 
yoUj and becaufe you cannot doe tfaem,yM 
intreat the Lord to enable you > and fo be- 
caufe you catinot come^ you fhould looke up 
to the Lord to draw you r and Ycrily many 
times the great reifbn why the Lord dotk 
not draw you , is , becaufe you doe not 
deeply cooflder that he doth really and a^ 
feftionately call you : doe not fiy J am a dcj 
tree , the Lord cannot look upon me , jnkott 
condition is worfe then ever I heard or read 
of, yet remember what the Lord fpeaksto 
fuch; Jfaj 56. 3,4, 6, J. Look not thou to 
thy barren & dead hcart,but^it;#^/#ry MM$i 
God, as Air sham 6\A,Rom.^k ip^ao.tiul re* 
ceive his grace with more thankfulneflc thco 
any elfe, becaufe none ever fo miferabk il 
tAy felfe; you young men hearethis^ though 

you 
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you have fpent the flower of your yctres in 
vanity, mtdrvfTe , and filthy luft^ , yet the 
Lord calls you in to him ; you old men 
grown gray-headed in wickednefleithcugh 
it bo thelaft houre in the day df your lire» 
yet behold the Lord would hire you , and 
cidls you to come in, before the foreft wrath 
of along provoked God break out upon you; 
you that have defpifed Gods xneflengers, 
crucified the Lord Jefus afreih , embrued 
your h;ands in his blood , fcorned and hated 
the SaiAtS) and tlie word of Gods grace;hca^ 
what mfd^ faith, Prov^ i . a 2» 2 3[ . Return 
pefifmirs; oh confidcr, you that arc ignp-_ 
rant of Chrifl:, that never /^ivj^i'i^ after Chrlfl: 
tnany a yeare together, tlut have t^ntiimaij 
frovdkfdbim uhu f4C€^ how the Lord calls 
you, I/ky <Jy . i , a, 5. you , even you , are 
tfaofe the Lord caUs, and will you not 
come f 

Confider why the Lordcalls theC;^ is it be- 
caufe hee hath any need of you to honour 
himPI tell youj^he could have gone to others 
that would have given his C^ofpell better 
wtlcom then it hath had frona you; h« could 
have gone to many Kings and Princes t aind 
out of that golden mettle have tntide hioi- 
felfe veficls of honour , rather then out of 
fuchbafeoiould as thou arc made of; hee 
cteld have honoured hioafeUis in thy mine, 
as in many millions of other i^fi, tnd lo(e . 
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*43 



k 



244 



^-r 



/ 



The Sound !BeleeVe 



r. 



I 






nothing by thee neither : he could have been 
blefled without you in the bofbme of bit Fa- 
ther; or is it becaufe thou haft done tny thing 
for hifn?alasl thou haft not returned him thy 
nutihcHs^ thou haft not had fo much ts a 
forme of Religion, thou haft done as much 
mifchiefe to him as thou couldft, ler. 3 . 5 . 
thou haft wearied him with thine iniqui- 
ties, an^ made him ferve with thy fins , and 
haft faddcd his heart exceedingly by ftrai^e 
impeniiency ; I fay 43. 24. The only reami 
that hath moTcd him to call to thee, hath 
been pit^ to thee^ feeing thee running to the 
fire that never can be qucncht, without ftop 
orftay; 2 Chron.i6^ 15, \6. and becM^e 
tb^H art fallen ty thine ini^uhies^ Hef. 14. i . 
And ftiall not this bring you home f 

Confidcr for what end the Lord calls 
thee; is it not to come and take pofleflion of 
all the grM€e ofChrift^ GM. i .iJ.nay of all the 
jj/#ry ejCkrifi^ 1 Thejf.2. i a. nay to a moft 
neare* fweet, and CYerlafting feKefwJhif with 
Chrift himielfe ? i Cer. 1,9. and can I (ay 
any more ? can you defire any more then 
this ? it the Lord (hould fay unto any of us> 
Come into t he garden^and there watch and 
pray with me, forrow and fu^r with me; 
who of us would not account our Iclvcs un* 
worthy of fuch honour ? but for the Lord to 
(ay y Come and enter into your reftj the land, 
rliejkingdomeof grace and glory is before 



yau,goe up and poflfcflt it, oh where are our 
hearts 9 if this call Will not dravv ? if the 
Lord Oiould fay at the day of jadgcment, 
when the heavens and earth (hall be on a 
light fire, and the Lord Jefus (et upeo the 
throne of his glory > admired of all his Saints 
and Angels; Cooae yoij blefled and take the 
kingdoine prepared for yoD, would you not 

gadly come at that call i oh beloYe4 • the 
»rd J efiis now in the throne of his glory in 
hcAven J behold he calls you unto a better 
good then that kingdome ; he calls you to 
come and take him^lfetnd all his predous 
benc^ts , prepared for you, though in thy 
felfe accurfed; and would he have you take 
poffeffion of all this ? is it not the prsift •/ 
the riches of hu gntcii Efh. i. If this be his 
end, then if thou wilt not come for thy own 
good, yet for his fake, his grace fake come 
in. 

How long the Lord hath called thee, how 
oft he would have gathered thee ; he hath 
/foe J fo long untill hie loekf are wit with 
deiv eft hi night : Cant, y . i, 2. It may bee 
you are afraid, it hath been folong,that now 
time is paft; oh Do»for whiles the Lord calls 
by his word and fpirit, now is the ncceftabfe 
time^ 2 Cor. 6. 2. 1 confeflfe there is a time 
wherein the Lord wiU«not be founds but 
whiles the Lord is neare unto thee by his 
Miniftery#, by his Spirit, convincing , affi^- 
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1 aingjftirring , kno6king at thy heart ^ the 
timeiYnot yet ptft^the Sun is not yet fet^ fe 
long ts thole betmes tppeare* ij^y 55. 6. 
thole thoughts which difcoatige thecfroin 
coming to Chrifl: , Whiles the voyce of his 
ctll is heird y cannot beet Chrift but Satan^ 
whole principall work is to lay fuch ftumb- 
ling hlocka in our way to him. 

Confidcrthe^'^featnefltf of your (inne in 
notcofiiingtohim. 

1. Thisis thcx^fuUmning J!ft ; for no fin 
0\ould condemnethee> if thou didft c^e to 
him^ hhn 3. 17, 18, 19. thou (honldft 

?>leafe hini>and as it Were make him amends 
or all the wrongs thou' haft dene him^by 
coming to him ; Bet. 1 1 • 5 » ^> ?• 

2. This aggravates all other lin*; Ifl hsd 

notfpAketothem, (faith Chrift) thtj hsihdd 

fftf j?iy; j.r.Comparativdiy;^»/ now tkij bsve no 

cloakfor$hcirJin:Ctnthcfin ofdcvillsbe fo 

'great as thine^ that never had a Saviour fent 

unto them? yet thou haft one fent and come 
out of heaven to thee, calling to thee from 
hetven> and yet thou defpifeft him^ 

3. This provokes the Lord to moftunap- 
peafable & unquenchable wrath^ Het.^^i . 
Jfwiire inmj wrMtb thijfhouldmot emttr into 
mr^r^; after (ins againft the Law, the Lord 
did not fweare that man /hould dye, (for 
thatnotes an unchangeable purpofe) but let 

/ Chtilt be defpifed^the Lord now fweares in 
' Ki« 







his wrtth tesinft fuch t ODe : he that dravfcs 
Ih^k^ymj fomle/hMgtskf no fUafure in hiwy 
Hti. lo. 3$. after (in tgainft the law, the 
Lord took pleafure in glorifying his grace 
Bpon BiM fallen , but if you draw back 
Jrom the grace of Chrift in the GofpeU, the 
Lord will take no ^leafure in you. 

4. It provokes the foreft and oaoft un- 
fupportable wrath, Taks heed yon Jejpife not 
himthat fpeaketh y for if they Mdnoteffape 
vfho refkfed him tha$ fp^kf on earth , much 
leffe/baM we that dejpi/e him that jpeakfs from 
heaven; Het» 12* 2j* Take heed therefore 
you defpife not him that fpeaketh; the word 
d^Jpife (igniiies in the originall to defpife or 
Tckic apoD fome colour of reaCon : every 
. man hath fome feeming reafon againft be- 
leeving ; one thit)ks time is pail> another 
thinks he isexclud^d by fome antecedent de- 
cree of elcftion,another thinks he is nochum- 
bled«nor holy enough^another makes cxcule 
not by pretending his Ale-houfe and Wiiore- 
houfe, but his'Farine and Merchandize^ 
Mat. 22. another thinks he is well enough 
without Chrift, &c. Oh take heed , for the 
wrath of God moft intolerable is your por- 
tion, the lo weft dungeon of darkneffe is thy 
place in hell for thisiin;H>4r jedejpi[ers and 
wonder , for 1 wiM worke (faith the Lord) 
a worke inyourdayes^ which you fhaUnot he^ 
leeve though it be toldjou, AEts i\. 41. I 
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priy you what is this wcrkt ? certainly x 
work of wrath and vengcaoce; but what is 
it ? J9n TviO. not hUcve though jpm bt told of 
iiy oh you fccurc finncrs; bat what is it that 
they will not bdccvq ? nay truly the Lord 
hoiLifiiie is niqnt there > and (aitli nothing, 
asiHt wa9 ib great and dreadfull y that the 
glorious Lord hixnfelfe is not able to ex- 
prcffe it;and truly no more ami ;oh tberfore* 
6c not worle then that generation of Pifors 
that cam^'into loh» becaule foaie htd for- 
war.ni them to efcafe the wrath to como^AiMt, 
3. but come unto a Saviour, that you may 
be eyer bleifed with him. But you will fiy^ 
How Should W^ come to him ^ 
Come to him mourning and loathing your 
fclves for ycur long continuance in remfing 
ofhim, /^r.3i,9.£^i(L. 6.9. come mourn- 
ing for all thy linnes , but eipecially for this, 
that thou hail flighted him and not fought 
him> &ed his bloody rent his bowels ; and if 
thou canfl; not come, yet come to him and 
make thy moane to him of thy unbelcefe apd 
inability to come. 

Come with confidence that they that doe \ 
comeh will never cafi away , and that thou 
being come he will never caR: thee awayi 
lohn 6. 1'j.Heh. 10.22. 

Come gladly and willingly ,glotifying his 
grace, but abafing thy fclfe, JViih glad- 
Hi jfe Jball they be brought and enter into the 
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Kings frefeneci Pfil.^^. 1 5 • doc not receive 
Gods grace as a commoD thing > bat thank- 
fully and with all thy heart; for the end why 
the Lord gives Chrift to any min is the glo- 
ry of his grace^ if the Lord attaioes this/ end, 
he defires no morCi for why (hoold he^wlien 
he hath his end? 

Doc not come atul taft , but ceme and 
drinkfi Uhu y. 37. you may famiih to death 
and pine away in your iniquities, and prove 
Apoftates, even to commit the unpardona- 
ble iin, if you doc but Mjf of him , as thofe 
didj Hei.fi. 4* 5. but drinks nbmniamly ^ Oh 
je Mwedrfthe l^rd^ Cant.^.-i . If you can- 
not (atisfie your ibulres by what you feel al- 
ready deceived from him, then fatiate your 
foules by what you may find in him; J fay 
45 • 14. tai<e poffcffion of all the grace, glory, 
peace, promifes of the Lord J efus, and leave 
not a hoofc behind theej and be for ever re* 
freChed and comforted therein. 

So come to him;ai that you kfefj$ur com^ 
fidence^ and keep your favour of him and joy 
in him, Hi^^j.i^.with 6. hi the word that 
called you be ever fweet & precious, as 2>'tf- 
vU faid, PfaL 1 1 p. 5 3 . 7 n^ j# ntverfotgit thj 
Frecefts^for hj them thni bafi quickned wu. 
Let the Lord Jefiis be ever frefh, Heb. 3. 6. 
and as an ojntment fowred pmt • take iieed 
that the Hood wherewith you arc fanft ificd, 
doe not grow acomtHon thing , and pro^ii* 
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fcs witkered flovrcrs.tnd Sermoos of Cbrift 
acd his grace (anlefle there be fome new no- 
done iboHt them) as detd drinke, for this is 
the greatfin of this age; the old troths about 
the grace of Chrift^and the (implicity of the 
GofpeU it as water in mens (hoes; Miniftert 
mufl: preach novelties, and make qointefltn- 
tiall extrafts out of the Scriptures , and it 
may be^ pre& ^/W out of them fodsetime 
rather then milk^y orelfe their doffaiaes are 
to many as Almanacks out of date > or as 
newes they heard feren yeares finCe $ and 
they knew this before: Oh the wrath pf God 
upon thi( God-glqttedyChrKl-gluttedj Gof- 
pell^lutted age; anle0e it be amonjg a very 
fewpoorebeleevers » whofe fotiles are kept 
empty, poore, and hungry by fomecontinu- 
all temptations or afHidioos, and they are 
indeed ^lad of any thing, if it be any thii^ of 
Chrift ! Verily I am afraid fuch a difmal night 
is towards of fpiritnali defertions , aod of 
outward^ but fore affliftionsof famin, war, 
blood, mortality » deaths of Gods precious 
fervants efpecially • that the Lord will fill 
the hearts of all Oiurches^ families, Ghrifti* 
ans, that fliall be &ved in thofe times* with 
fuch rendings, tearings , ft\akings , anguilh 
offpirit,aslcarce never more in the word 
dayes of our fore-fathers; and that this (hall 
continue^untijU the remnant that efcape (hall 
/ lay, Bleffd be ht thdf ecmmeth in the name ef 
I tbi 
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^h0 Lord ; btlMt bee the face and feet 
bF that Minifter , that (hall cotne onto us 
in Cbrifts name3 and t^U uc, that there is a 
Sariour for finner^, and that he calls ifs for 
to come* 

And thus I have done with this Divine 
truths t/i^. That the Lord Jcfiis in the day of 
his power> favcs us oat of our wretched and 
finfuU eftate; by fo much con viftion , as be- 
gets coinpunAicn-fo much coflDpunftioD> 
as brings m humiliation ; fo much humilia^ 
jtion, as makes us to come toChrift by Faith. 

C H A F • 2. 

That every finnerthnt ieleeving in Chrifi^ 
m ^t thde inftdnt tranJlMted into a mojt 

Hefedandhdffyefi^fe: John 5.24. Pfal. 

2. uh. 



IF the Qufftion be 1 What is that happy Quefi, 
condition they are made partakers of? 
I anfwer, this appeares iii theii fix privi- ^;^, 
ledges or benefits, principally. 

1 . lujlijicntion^i their finnes are pardo- 
ned. 

2. /2rr«ivrf7i4h*«», peace with God/ 

3 . Adeptien, they are made the Sonnes of 
God. ' ^ 
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4* SdnSHficdtufw^th^y^zxtrcStottdtoiht 

linage of God. 
5, AuMeneerf ni their frajtrs to GqA. 
6^ GiorificMMn , in the Kingdome of 

JieiTcPj inctemaU Commttnion with 

God. 



Se c T. I. 
Firfi^ lufificMtion. 

s 

THisisthe firft benefit whicb ifiimedi- 
itely f ollowes our union unto Chrift by 
Faith, that look as we are no foono: children 
oUAiMnfii, branches of that root kiy naturall 
generation » but W6 immediately contmft 
the guilt of his fin^aod fo originall poUotioD; 
fo we are no fooner made branches of tht 
fecond Aidm by Tocation » and fo united 
unto Chrift by Faith » but immediately wee 
have the imputation of his righteoo&efle to 
our J ufttfication» after which we receive in 
order of natqre (^not time j our fimdificati- 
on; There is no truth more neceflary to bee 
knowoe then this ^ it beii^ the principidl 
thing contained in the Go^elU ^•m. i • 17. 
the Law (hewing how a oian may bee jiul 
and live; but it hath not the leaft word how 
a finf uU man may be j uft and not dye » tfiis 
is proper to the revelation of the Goipell: 
let me therefore give you a tail of the nature 
idEix. Our 
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Our Juftificitibn is wrought by a double 
id, X .on God the Fathers part ,he by a graci- 
>as fentence abfolves and acquits a (inner3& 
Lccepts of him as righteous ; i« oq God the 
Sons parti procuring the palling of this fen- 
rence by his fatisfaAion imputod tnd apply-^ 
:d: the rather being the perfon principally 
Nf ronged hath chiete poWtr to forgive » j^ct 
in jttftice he cannot acquit , nor in truth ac- 
count a man uflrighteous as righteous y un- 
Icffe the Sort ftep in and fatisne ; fir i»h$f€ 
^^ks k^ fir gives : as the 'Apoftic exprcflely 
faitb, Efh. j^.ult. fo that our Juftification is 
wholly outofourieives, and we aremeerly 
paflive in it. ]uftification is apt to make us 
inwardly juft^ as the Papifts dreaoie;but it 
is a Law-tcarfne^ and is oppofed againft c^H" 
dtmntitien^R^m. 8. 33. now look as r#if- 
dBmnMtion i% theicotcBce of the Judge con- 
demning a man to dye for his of&nce or I 
(in; fo JuflificMti§n is thefenteoce of God the ,' 
Father, abfolving a man from the guilt and 
puniihmentof (inforthefakeof ti^righte- 
oufncifle of Chrift:Thatyou may mote pani- 
calarly underftand me> take this defcriptioo 
of it. 

lufiific^tUn ii thi grtl€i$tti SenUnce ef 
God the Father^ wbereky fir the fitufiSHen 
#/ Chrifi, spfrebemded ij faith, sttd imfnted 
f the faithfully he ahfilves them fiem the 
gniit andcendemrtstieH ef aU fin^ and accefts 
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thim M ftrfi^lj righte^m u etirnai life. 

Let me open the particulars heneia briefly 
in feveraU qucries.^ 

Whit it is in genettll, tk jufiifie. 

Tisto paflfc fentenceof ibfolution^M wo- 
nouncc a (inner righteous ; tis Gedi pardon, 
reoiiflionof (innes; this appeares from the 
oppafition nentioncd it ftands in unto con- 
cbmnationj as a ludge pardons a man wlien 
he faith he (hall live ; or as a iaoan manifeftly 
forgives another when he gi?es him a pro- 
cnife* or a bill ef difcharge ; fo that (note 
this by the way thit^our lufiiiicationisnot 
Gods eternall porpofe to foi^ivej but it is 
Gods ientence publifhed^ a (inner is ju(Hfied 
intentionally in eleAion^ but not adually 
till tbisfentence bepaft and piibli(hed ; The 
difficulty only here is. Where this fentence is 
pronounced ; for anfwer whoreof not Cj that 
there is bttt a double Court wWein tis paf- 
fed ; I . Publikely in the Cwrt of Heaven, 
or in the Court-rolls of the Wprd; (for there 
is no other Court of Heaven where God 
freaks, but this.) i.PrivaFidiy^inthaCont 
of Coructence. By the firft we are juftified 
indeed from parfonall guilt • by the fccond 
Wc feele our feives juftiited by the removall 
of confcience gyilt.The firft is exprefly men- 
tioned, ^£F. 10.43. tndR^m* i.ijvtheie-' 
cond is exprefly fet downc aUb» Pfi^* 32*4 
The firft is the cau(c %xA ioos^vCyssasA. ^^NdkV 
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fecond; the fccond srifcth from the fit ft s 
other wife peace of conscience is a cneec# 
ddttfion : the firft is fometiines long before 
chefecondy TfdLiZ. ijf. is the ientence of 
condemnation in the Word is fortietimcs 
long before a man f eeles that fcnteiice in his 
own coafcience j thie feccxid comef in a long 
tinae after in fome Chriftians : The firft is 
conftantand unchangeable; the iecond very 
changeable: he that bath peace in his con-* 
ficience to day, tnay lofc it by to morrow* So 
tiuityoiiare not (inteeking the teftimony of 
your juJR:ification) to look for a feotence 
from heaven immediately pronounced of 
Ged , but look for it in the Court of his 
Word, ('the Court df Heaven) which though 
we heare ootj fometimei yet it rings and 
fills heaven and earth with the found of it, 
vi:c. There ie n^ C0t$demnMtien,$e them thdt 
beleeve : for hereby the Lord mercifully pro^ 
videth for the peace of his people more a- 
bundantl^. As when a poore.Creditor is ac- 
qoited, or a oaalef aftor pardoned^ I beieech 
you (iaithhe) let me have an acquitance, a 
difcharge, a pardon under your owne hand, 
and this quiets him againft all accufers: fo tis 
here ; the Ij&td gives us an Acquitance in 
his V Vord under his owne hand and feale, 
and fo gives us peace,H^^.^t 1 8. 

VVhoisitthatiuftifieth? a. 

T]$ God the Father ^ Rem. S^^^. Father Anfwi 
^ for^vut\ 
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\f0rpvitbem,(tithChxiSt» And faence Ckiift 
ii an Aiv0CMte with tht Father ^ i /«Aii 2.2. 
All the three Perfons were wronged by fin ; 
ycc the wrong was ehiefly againft the Fa- 
ther^ becaufe his manner of wotking appear 
red chiefly in creatibn^fiom the righteoiiuies 
of which^ nan fell by finne. The Father fisir- 
gives primarily by Soveraign authority ; the 
Sonne of Man Chrift Jefut (orgires by im* 
mediate diipenfation and commiflion from 
the Father, i#iErii 5.22. Mnf.9.6. theApo- 
(lies and their fucceflbrs forgive iainifterial«* 
ly, lohn 21.13 '^^c Father forgives by gran- 
ting pardon , the Sonne by procurii^* the 
Miniftcrs ('where the Spirit alfe is) by ^ub- 
lifliing or applying pardon t fo that tms is 
great 'Confolation^ that God the Father the 
party chiefly aneenfed , tis be that juftffiethy 
tis hethat paifeth this gracious (entence^ and 
then w ho can condemne i 

Why doth the Father thus jaft ifie i 
Tis meerly his grace»and om of grace. And 
hence I call it his grachtu fentencij R0m.^. 
2/{.JMfiifiedfreelj hj hugrMce. What is hiS 
jfT^rc? The Prophet -E/47 expounds it to be 
notour grace, or works of grace,( although 
wrought by grace) but hu owntnajme fdkgi 
In fome refped indeed it is juft tor God to 
forgivctt'^^. in regard of Chrifts fatisf adlion. 
I loh.i.j. Rom.^.io. The Mercy-feat and 

I the Tables of the Law in the Ark^ may well 
/ ftand 
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fttod together ; bat that Chrift wis fent to 
fiitisfie juftice^ and that thy (innes were fa^ 
tisficd for, and not anothers : thus its wholly 
of grace: It therefore you think the Lord 
pardons your (innes becaufe you have been 
Icflfc finners then others ; or if you think the 
Lord 'will not pardon your finncs^ becaufe 
yottire greater finners then any elfe^you (in 
•xccedingly igainft the riches of Gods grciee 
in this point. 

What is the meane by which the Father 
doth thus juftifie ? 

Tis iorthefatisfaAion or by the price of; An/w^ 
the redemption of Chrift^ Rom. ^.2^. Rom, 
5.10. JEpi?. 1.7. tor Mercy would, but Ja- 
nice could not forgive^ without fatisfaftion 
for the wrong done j Hence Chrift fatisfies> 
that Grace and mercy might have their full 
fcepe of forgiving. So that^ neither works 
before converfion, which are but glittering 
fins, Rom. 1.18. nor works of grace in us af- 
ter convcrfion, can be caufcs of our Juftifi- 
catipn : for Abraham when he was fuftified 
andfanftified, yet had not whereof to toafl^ 
but beleeved in him that jnfii fed the nngodlj, 
Rom.^.$. And the Apoftle Paul faith ex- 
prefly sWV that belie ve have heleevcd, that wc 
might be jnjtified, GaL 2. 1 6, tis therefore 
thcprice of Chrifts redemption which doth 

I procure our juftification. But uaderftand 
this aright , for this price is not applyed to . 



\ 



«ii 



258 






The Sound fBekey^er* 



•mMH 



/ 



/ 



etch particular mtn as thcc^mmen frice^ re* 
deeming •ll,Cfor then every Bcleevcr fhould 
be accounted i faviour^ and redeemer of ell J 
but as the price of thofe foules in particular, 
to whom it is (pccially intcnded^and parti- 
cularly applied. Chrifts righteoufnefle is 
fufficient to juftifie all to whom it is impu^- 
tedjbut it is no further imputed then to the 
attaining the end of imputatlon^v/'^.to/u- 
ftifie and fave me in particular, not to mate 
me a head of the Church or a common Savi- 
our : it argues a man weakly principled^that 
denies the neceflity of Chrifts fatisfaftxon 
to our JuftiBcation, bccaufe forfboth every 
Beleever (hould then be a Redeemed 

By SatisfaHUn I underftard , the- whole 
obedience of Chrift unto the very deaths 
which is both aftive and paffive» by which 
we are jaftiHed; Heb. i o.io. Phil.%.S. that 
righteoufnefle of Chrift ('wrought in hisft- 
tisfaAionJ is imputed , which (atisfiles the 
Llw and divine Juftice,C74/»4. i'i^2 3,4. 
which is both aAive and paffive -: the ¥ery 
reafon why ;he Law requires perf eft fobedi- 
ence ofuSj which we cannot poffibly brii^ 
before God ; is^that wee mijght, feck for it 
in Chrift, that fulfilled all righteoufneile : 
and therefore he is csiUed the end ffthe Zmr 
f0r ri^hte^nfnejfe , Rom. 10. 3,4. And tt if 
ftrange thgt any fhould deny Jnftifxcatioa 
by Chrifts adivc obedience » upon this 

ground; 
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groand; v#*. bccaufe that tj the work/ ofthi 
Ldw f which (ztvsSyt\ithtiV9)Jb^no finner 
he juhifieii and yet withall> fay that wc are 
juftincd by that which fatisfiestheLaw. 
- This righteoa{he(reof Cbriftis not that of 
thf God*hcad , ("for thtn what need was 
there for Chrift to doe or fufier? ) but that 
which was wroi^ht in the Man-hood. And 
hence it is finite in it felfc^ though infinitte in 
valae ^ in that it was the righteoufneHe of 
fiich a perfbn. This righteoafiiedc of God- 
man aiay be confidered two wayes i f^irft^ 
abiblutcU injt fclfe^Secondly » refpei^ivelyi 
as done lor ui^. 

I . Chrifts abfolute righteoafneflfe is not 
imputed to us, vIk. as he is Mediitour» Head 
of the Church » hiviDg the Spirit without 
meafure ('which is next to infinite^ &c. for 
though thefe things are applyed for our 
geddjyet they are not imputed as our righ- 
teoufnefle; and therefore the objeAion vani- 
(heth, which faith we cannot be /uftified by 
Chrifts righteoufne(r<j,t)e€aufe it i^of fuch 
infinite perfeftion. 

a. The refpcftive er difp.^fative rigk- 
teAifnefle which fome call ;/ii;^iVm fideju^o* 
ria , is that whereby Chrift is j uft f^r m 
in fialfiltiflg the Law 5 in bearing Gods I*- 
niage, we once had , and have now loft by 
ftn; and thus we are truly faid to be as righi-' 
ceous as Chrift by imputation, becaule hee 

S 1 V^^x\ 



^59 



mm 



/ 



K 



b«HI 



I 260 



*^ 



2 Cor.J» 
lo. 



/ 



The Sound ^eleeVer. 



ria 



/: 



kept the Ltw for us : and here obfcrre that 
the queftion is not whether all that Chrift 
did and had is imputed to us as our rlghte- 
oufneflfe, but whether all that he did fro no^ 
^Ar,forus,asafurety in fulfilling the Law^ 
be not for yi^jf 4iff^, our righteoufneffe; tnd 
therefore to think that we arc not juftif yed 
byChriftsrighteouIncfle, becaufetben we 
arc juftifyed by his working of miracles, 
preaching of Sermons, which women are 
not r^ularly capable ot, is but to call blocks 
before the blind; fo that though Shrift doth 
n^ bcftow his perfonall wifdome and ju- 
ftice upon another ,• yet what hinders, but 
that $haf which Chrift doth by his wifdome 
and righteoufneffe for another , the fame 
(hould ftand good for him for whom^ is 
done? for thus it is in fundry cafes anu>ng 
men; Chrifts cflfentiall righteoufhefle > infi- 
nite wifdome , fttlneflfe of fpirit without 
meafurCi &c. is not imputed to u$; yet thefe 
have confpired together to doe that for US| 
and fuffer that for us» by which we come to 
bet accounted righteous. before God 9 hce 
(hall be called tke Lord our righteoufnefe^ 
lir.i^.S, This righteoufnefTe therefore im- 
puted tons juftifiesus,^^ffi?.5« x8. we are 
faidtobemade the rigbteoufnij[c of God in 
him t not the righteouinefle oi God whereby 
ho it ,jkfi, but whereby we are j»ft ; oppofed 
to the righteoufnefleof man which is called 
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our0wne righteoHff%effe. Rom. lo. 3. Ji^iH. 
X . 17. Ni*t rightcoufncfle from him (t% the 
Papifts dreame J bnt righteoufneflfe in him; 
norremiflionby ChriftpDly^but righteoaf- 
nefle in Chrift • this iniputed juftifies ^ as fin 
imputed condemnes. 

Who are the perfons the Lord doth jUt 
ftifit? ' . 

They arc belcevers ^ wc are juftifyed hy 
faith, Rom,$. or for Chrifts righteoufnep 
affnhendid h fdith, PhiL 3 . 9. it is by faith 
notasaworR#f grao?j,butas by aninftm- 
ment appointed ofGod for tliisend. Chnfl 
did not dye that our (ins (hbuld be adually 
and immediately pardohed,bnt mediately ^7 
Faith, lohn.^. 1 6. John ij. 20. and the Lord 
in wifdome hath appointed this as the only 
,meaQS of applying righteoufne5,becau^ethis^ 
above all other graces caft down all therigh- 
teoufnelTe of man in point of juftifieation, 
and fo all caufe of boafting , and advanceth 
grace and merq^only , Rom.^. 27. Rom. 4. 
1 6. Rom.^. 5 . Rom.^. 30^ 3 1 * 3 2* ^b^* faith- 
full account themfeives ungodly in the bufi* 
nelTe of juftification^and thence it is faid that 
Akraham ('though a godly man in himfclfe, 
yet) heleevedin'him that jfifiifcs the unfod- 
Ij : he only is righteous whom God pre* 
nounceth and faith is righteous. Now Faith 
above all other graces bcleeves the word; 
and a Beleevcr(aith,lbeleevelamrighte- 

S 5 oxw 



Anfw, 



\ 



\ 



rrforcGcd,not3«3x:fc If«le it fo in 

E3V kirV, but bcci^'e God iiirh I am fe is 

feis Sen , fo tfca: yea are rot jbcixc brfoce 

.voab?:kCTC:ncrthenorlTj when vcu bs%t 

pt'Lrzrrd mzny holy ii\nts , be: at the firft 

irirantef vcurclcCr^ with ChrifttVoo are 

thcr. tc icf it, ani b v Faith : j aioiire Gods 

richg-?c*feri*', 

^- WnarisrhcfxtcEtotthiils^tenc? 

-^» w, Thi iciicrirtion iai£>,:lut Chrii^tsiatis- 

. fadicn thus apply cd, the Fithcr dcthtvo 

X. He ab.cly^ :h«sc frooa lU guilrand 

cocdemroticc ct !?r.; io thit i:: this fcnfe, A» 
ftiiM^imiipiinULffvi'j chaitiisrfficTts tkif 
may now havt thcz jatiikaiicn, but bo 
pui^iihaiirti ; CTciTcs, rot curll-5: iixh IS 
icitrcy their iirSi ro pi2ai:nz:ir.ts to dcftrDV 
. their L'ulc?: herxc th^: -e phraics in ScripoirCj 

rfm^mirin^ them no mare , ,^;rtirr riiw m 

•jrrtf lir £j} v >jm tee ^Vr : :jc Chrxft 

fccin^ n:a;ic i^n fcf his people, mc thisiseiag 

iiipuzcd, k^airtiylru^ i^ijiMj ij jMeaflgrMga 

He!;, 1 0, h€rc^ aii i:c rcrgivar* j and hence 

i: is :hit there car; be cc ildc in ill v agaii^ft 

i (innert the law 'aeii^g iatisfied, acd the fin- 

- oerablblTed; asy hence tin is condr— icd, 

, and the {Inner ipored, Rem. %, }. as Chnft 

I dyedfcTiiSjlbhcwas ac<q ii teed for as^ind 



/ >*%..^lu£B; we in hiis in re^npdon, we 




by him in aftuall faith «nd tpplication. 

Whether ill fIns9ptft>preieDt,tnd to come, 
ire aAutUy forgiven at the firft inftant of 
bcleeving, I will not ■, dare not determine; 
this is fate to fay^ i. That the fentence et 
pardon of all thy Cms, is at an inftant, R^m: 
8.1. but net the fenfe, nor execution of par- 
don: Aftuall fentence of pardor^ not aftu* 
all application of pardon.till they beaftual- 
ly committed) C9I. 2. i j . Heb.^. 1 1. tich. 
10. 1, 2. Rom. 3. 2;. There is a pardon of 
courfe (iomt fay) for (ins of ioHrmities , I 
fay there is alfo a pardon of courfe for.tins of 
wilfiilncffe, all manner gf finsj but not fcnfc 
ofpardon alwayes. / 

Hec accepts' and accounts as perfeftly 
righteous, Rom, 4. 3» Faith is accounted far 
^righteoufneffe, not the aft of Faith , as the 
Arminians wouldibut the t>bjeft of it ap- 
prehended by faith, Rom.^. 17. The Lord 
acqmants us as righteous , through Chrift^ 
ci^teoufnelTe , as if wee had kept all the 
Law I fufFeredall the punifliinents tor the 
brejich of it ; IVho cmh Uj any thing to the 
charge of Gods ctiH, whooi God hath jufiifi'- 
ed? faith the Apoftle , Rom. 8. Satan may 
anfwer, Yes,I can,for the Law (ixihj'hefout 
that fins mufi dje : Chrift anfwers , . but I 
hav« dyed for himj and fatisfied the utmoft 
farthing to juftice in that point : True, m^y 
Satan fay, here is fatis&ftion for the efi&pce, 
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but the La.v muH be kq>t tlfo; the Loid 
Chrif: ar.fwcr^, I am the er.d of the Law 
icT right e^iifoe-.Te, I a.-n ptrf'cAly holy wad 
r'gr.t;CL:5, no: fcr my lelrV, (?rr I am com- 
rrcr.pir.'cr) bu: fc: :bis pjcre Hr.rer who 
inhinr.eUeisffxcecdinglyani wholly pol- 
luted, iri k^rxc the LcrJ coreis limes, 
asvrcll-s parior-s iir.s ; cisAshes \:s with 
ChrXt, as wlL as rcasirs ;:r. f jr Chnftsfake; 
ar.dl iS Wc arc accounred iir.ncrs iry imputa- 
:io:: of Aixms k giU unrghrtculrciTc, lo arc 
we acvo.:rted ngh:cc^s ry the iVccnd A^ 
is^jv-f ri*c^ U I Jahrecoh: fi~r , ir^d i hat uoto e- 
rcmal! l:fc : R^m, ^ . 1 t, 1 S. 

1t.]iS\cuUtiki n*.:urc^ncv: the Lordo- 
pcnycurejtsicfec thtgl^rj ci th-s prifi- 
i:dae: vou that rcvcr i^it the hc^vie lc:ad ot 
::r., tf.r terrors c r a Q-i:r: :'^ d cor/ciiixr ari- 
i:n:; f:Gm tLricrlr or in Lr.cr»" Gcd.cao- 
notpriicthisrri^ilrjge ; ru: :t you have, 
vou car not but fa v as he J id , O a^ lUefjed mt 
thej wriffe ifdtjuitUs ^refor^iy! x . Mnd wh§[i 
jIn id irzcred'^ and again. Birred is xhewumu 
wh§mJre LcTAimrmtesno ::n : P k/. 32.13. 

The Lord piry uS : how many biec there in 
thcretimesthsti'nDVv there :5 ro juftifio- 
tioT! bu: by C: rifrs ::ghteouih: iie , and yet 
tftetm it no:? let i:>e ircretorf give you one 
glin pfe of the glcry of 1: i:: th-Ac ptrtica- 

krs- 

a . This is the righteouincs by which */«- 

mer 



firr is righteous, the Law (hcwcs you how ) 
1 1 man may be righteous , but there is not 
the leaft tittle of the Law , which (hewes 
you how dfinner may become righteous, 
this never could have entered into the 
thoughts of Ai^ells how this could be; it is 
crofletofenreaDdreafon, for a mantccur- 
fedandfinfuUinhimfeliCitobe at that very 
tim^ bleflfed and righteous in anuthei) to fay> 
Lord depart from me for 1 dm d'Ji^Miman , 
Luke 5.8. is the voyce oJF paturaU cbnfci- 
ence awakened , not only concerning God 
out of Chrift, but even when God appeares 
in Chrift as he did then to Fetcry but that the 
Lord (hould become our righteoufneflc , 
when we think nolinners like our felves : 
r.o cafes , no af flidions , no defertic^ns like 
ours, who can bcleeve this? yet thus it i^; the 
very fcopc of the fourth Chapter to the Ro^ 
mans , is not to (hew how a juft man may 
be made righteous , but how ^ finntr may; 
durowne duties, works , and reformation, 
maymakeusatthebeftbutlefie linfull, but 
this righteoufnefre makes a (inner (inle^^r. 

a . By this a (inner is righteous before the 
judgement feat of God: what man that hath 
awakenings of confcience^ but trembles ex- 
ceedingly when hec confiders of the judge- 
ment feat of God , and of his Arift account 
there ? but by this Vvee can look upon the 
face of the Judge himfelfc with boldnefle. 

It 
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It ii God$h4t jnfiifies ^ wh9 JbaBc§nicmne i 
R§m. %. 3 2. can Chrift conciemne ? bee is 
our Aiivdcttc. Can Hn condemn? why did 
Chrift dye and was made j^n tken?canSatan 
condemne, if God (umfelfe j«ilifie us ? if 
(he Judge acquit us 9 what can the Jaylor 
doe ? can the Law condemne ? no, the Lord 
Chrjft hath fuUilled it for u$ , to the utmofi; 

] Qh theitings that oiany have, faying, what 
(hill I doe when I dye and goe down to the 
dttft ? may not the Lord have fomethiog a- 
gainft me at the day of reckoning that I ne-: 
rerfaw, nor got cancelled? oh poore crea- 
tures 1 is Chrift now before God witheitt 
fpot? hith he cleared all reckonings f verily 
as he is before him, b are you, through that 
rightraufoefTe which is in him for you. 

By this you have perfed ri^hteouC 
nede^ as perfc^ly righteous , as Cbrift tin 
rightioas^ i Uhn 2.1,2. and 3.7., All youi 
owne righteoufiiefle though it bee the fruil 
of the SIpirit of grace, is a blotted ^ ftained 
righteoufnefle a very ijDperfed and little; 
but by this, the faith of D^vidyPaer ^ PMi 
was not more precious then thine is , be* 
caufe thou haft the fame righteoofheiTe a^ 
they had. ^Pe$. 1,%. What fiacere £9ul 
but efteems of perfed holinefle more then ol 
heaven it felt e? oh confider then haft it C ir 
this fenfe I no w fpeakof) in the Lord 

I fus. 

/ ^^ Bj 



Si 



•^ 



The Sound ^eleeyer. 



267 I 






By this jrou have continutll rigbeouf- 
nefle; what deft thoa compliine of dayly ? 
is it not bectufe thou f^felcft new (inf| or the 
fame (ins confefled^ind lamented., and in 
part (bbdued ? nay fome to thy feeling^ 
wholly fubdued; but they return upon thee 
againe^ and the fprings in the bottooit fill 
thy (ovAe a^aine^ that diou art weary of thy 
felfe and life •* oh but r^meniber, this is not 
tcifterne>but4 f§UHtaine §fened,Zacif. 13. 
J • For thee to waih in ; as Jin ahtrnds , fo 
grace in this gift of righteoufne{& ahmn^s 
much wure ; the Lord hath shunge^ ^fg^^" 
nuntsvcxtlitti ZsKk,^. 1,1,3,4^5,6,7. by 
ffleanes of which, there (hall never enter in- 
to the Lords heart| one hard thoi^ht toward 
thee of cafting thee oS, or of taking revenge, 
upon any new occafion or fall unto (in. 

By this you have eternall righteouf- 
nefle, that never can be loft ^ if the Lord 
fhouid make thee as perfeftly righteous as 
once Adam was, or Angells in heaven are^ 
and put on thy royall apparell againe^ thou 
waft in danger of Ibnng this; and of being 
ftript naked againe; bat now the Lord hath 
put 'your righteoufhefle into afaferhand 
which never (kail be loft, Hf^. p. 12. Dan. 
9. 24. 

By this you pleafe Gad | and are tiAre 
amiable before him,theii if you had it in^^your 
felfe; doe not fay this isapoorerighteouf- 
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nefle, which is thus out of my iHfein \ 
ther; why doe you think dghtcoufncfl 
yoqr felfe would be bcft ? isi^t not bee 
hereby you think yeii (hall pleafe 6 
Suppofe thou hadfl: it, yet thy righteoud 
(hould be at the beft but mans righteoui 
but this is called the righteenfne^e pf i 
which cannot but be more pleaiing to I 
chenthatinthyfelfe, i Cer. 5. 20. wh 
Angelicall righteoufhede to the righti 
of God? tis but a glow-worm before 
SunnetthefmelloFjE/^M/ garments,ther 
of this rigkteoufncflfe of the Sonne of ( 
are of fweeter odour then thine can be 
ever (kaU be» EfL 5. i, 2. tisfaid^jrj 
Abel^Enaeb, &c. flcufei God: their 
foBS were finfuU , their o wne duties ^ 
weakj yet by faith in this they pleafed ( 
thou thinkeft when thou g6e(t to Prayei 
had no finne but perfect holinefTc in 
furely God would heare me. I tell you y 
you bring this offering of Chrifts righti 
neife, the Lord had rather have that, the 
yoHcandoe, you bring that which pic 
him more, then if you brought your o 
For aske thy owne confcience if it be 
(ible for the righteoufneiTe which is do 
thy felf to be more pleafing to God, the 
righteou(helIe of the Sonne of God, the 
of Glory bimfelfe , done and perfeAe 
I thee. 

' 7 



^■Mtfii^H^i^HiiM*Mi**>MH«ataaw£8*«teat 



f rh ■ 



t J -^ 



71^ Sound Meeker. 




f. By this yoa glorific God exceeding- 
ly^ as AkrAhdm bttteveiy K^m. 4, unA g4V€ I 
|/tf rj ivif /« G§dr In the L§rd fhuB si the feed 
^flfrsiel ke juftified^sndJbdU gl^rj^Efnj 45 . 

25, For, 

I ; By this you glerifie him pcrfcdly in ) 
an inftant^ for you tontinue to doe all that 
the Law requires that inftanf you beleeve. 
The Apoftle propounds the Queftion, Rem. 
3.11. whether aChriftian (y faith dotbmdke 
v0idtheLaw? ^o, faith the Apoftle, but 
ivr efiabliji the Litm. Hpw is that ? Farstus 
(hews three wayes : One is thii , becaufe 
that ptrfeft righteoufneffe which the Law 
requires of us, we perf^roie it in Chrift, by 
f^ith. So that in one inftant thou continueft 
to doe all that the Law requires, and hence 
arifeth the impoflibility of a true Beleerers 
apoftacie, asfroffi one principalIcau(e:They 
that deny fatishidlion by Chrifts doing of the 
Law, becaufe by our own works and doings 
we cannot be juftified before God, may as 
well deny fatisfaftion by Chrifts fufferings, 
becaufe by our owne fufferings wc; cannot 
be juftificd; our obedience to the Law in 
way of fuftcring, is as truly the works of the 
Law, as our obedience in way of doing. 

1. By this you giorifie Gods juftice ; 
what ever Juftice requires to be done or faf^ 
fcred, you give it unto God, by faith in 
Chrift. 
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3 • By thisyou glorifie grace and mercy y 
Efhif. I • 7« for by this meanes mercy may 
oYer-abound toward you, and you may tri- 
umph in it u fure and certaine to you. Whit 
a blefled myfterie is this 1 DotH it not griey^ 
you that you cannot glorift^ God is your 
times and places ^ Be&ldthc Way, if thou 
canfl; not doe it by obedience, tMon maift by 
faith : and thereby make reftitution of aU 
Gods glory loft and ftolne from hiiti by thy 
difobeaience to Urn. 

By this you hare peace i^ your con- 
fciences ; by this, Chrifts blood is fprinkled 
upon them, and that cooles the burning tor- 
ments of them, R$i». %. i.Thecommers 
unto the Leviticall facrificcs and WaAiings, 
(types of this ofl^ing of Chrift) could not^ 
thereby be pcrfedied and bee without the 
guilty confcience offmne,npneef your du- 
ties can pacific confcience; but aschey cany 
you hither to this righteoufnefle , but the 
commers to this have no more tenxHirs of 
confcience for finne, I mesne th^ have no 
j uft caufe to hare any; this Rdin^hw appea* 
ring over y our ^eads^ i$ n certaiueftgneof 
fair weather^ and that there &all be ao more 
JelHge of wrath to overwhelme thee. 

By this all miferies are reinoved;* 
when thy 6nnes are pardctoed,thereis fome- 
thing like death, and (hame, and licknefle, 
but they are not ; it's faid, 7/4; 33.0/;, 
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There Jball ke neneficke smpng them • why 
f»? tecsmfethej Jknll be fergiven their inim 
quitiee : lis no fickndfe in a imnbcr, no 
forrov/y notfflidion^xif the vcneme, fting, 
and carfe be taken away by pardon o( (inne ; 
thy ficknelTe^rorroWf lofTeSt dtath it felfe is 
better now then health » joy , abundance^ 
life ; you may here fee dtsth, hell, grave, 
Jwallewedttf inviElerj I and now tread up«' 
on the necks of them, i Cor. 1 5 . You may 
fee life in deaths heaven in the deepeft hell, 
glory in fliatne : when thou feeft all thy 
Bnnes done tway in the blood of Chrift Je^ 
fus. This is the Uei&doeflfe of all you poore 
beleevers and- comnaers to the Lord jl'fus : 
what (houldyou doe but belecve it, and re- 
joyce in it ? If the wicked that apply this 
. right eoufiiefle prefumptuoufly fay , Let us 
(inne that grace labay abound, and make no 
other ufe offorgivenefle^ but to run in debt, 
and (inne with a lioenfe : Why (hould not 
you fay, on the other fide, Letoae beleeve 
and oWne my portion in this righteoufnefle, 
that a$ my (inncs have abounded, fo my love 
may abound ; as my Unties have been ex- 
ceeding great, fo the Lord may be exceeding 
f weet ; as mv (innes continue and incrcaii^ 
fo my thankfiilnefle, glory in God, triumph 
over death, grave, (inne, through ChriiljOaay 
alfo increafe ; as you fee rightcoufiicfle in 
Chrift for ever yours , fo you may from 
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thence expert from l^im facb a righteouf* 
nefle as may make you righteous alio as hee 
is righteous. Tretnbie thou hard-hearted 
impenitent wretch ^ that didft nerer yet 
come to Chrift, nor fcele thy n<ed of hioii 
or prize his bkxid ; this is none of (;hy por- 
tion, all thy (innes are yet upon theci ^^i 
(hall on6 ixy meet thee in the day ot the 
Lords fierce wrath, wheti he ftall appeare 
as an evetlafting burning before thine ej^esj 
and thou (land guil^ before hiki as chMSc 
andftubble< ^ 

• \ 

SicT. a. 

Secondly^ Reconciliations 



This is the fecond benefit which in order 
of nature folio wes our Juftification, al- 
though fometime in a large fenfe it i$ taken 
for the whole work of Juftiication; ftrifUy 
taken, it foUoWes it, -R^w. 5.1. Being jufii" 
fied kj faith, we have peace with God, i.e. 
not oncly peace /rtf» God in our confcien- 
ces, but peace with God in our reconcile- 
ment to him 9 and his favour toward us : 
Being jufiificd, wejhall befavedfrom wrath, 
i.e. not onely the outward fruits ot wrath, 
but wriithfrom whence thofe come ; Chrift 
is firft Kingof RighteoHfnejfc, then King of 
Feace^ Heh. 7. 2. for is not finoe the caule of 
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Godstnger? moftnat finne tkercfore bee 
firft rcmored inonr juftification^ before vfcc 
ciB faire Gods tngcr lUtyed in eur recon- 
. cilittion ? fo that as in our juftificatien the 
Lord accounts us juft» Co in oar reconcilis'- 
tion fhimielfe being at peace with us^ hee 
accounts us friends ; indeed our meritori- 
pus reconciliation ii by Chrifts death ; as 
the Kings ion who procures his fathers f a-- 
voujT toward a Malefador > who yet lyes in 
cold irons and knowesitnot ; and this is 
before our j uftification or being> Rtm* 5 . 9. 
but ad:uaU and efficacious reconciliation 3 
whereby wc come to the fruition and pof- 
feflion of it« is after our juftification, R§m. 
3. 24^15, Chriflis a propitiation byfaith, 
and here the Malefadlor hath tidings of fa- 
vour, if he will accept of it, Efhef. a. ly, 
17. and of this I now fpeake : God and 
mtn were once friends, but by finne a great 
breach is made, the Lord^ onely bearing the 
wrong is juflly provoked, Jfa. 65.2,3. man 
that onely doth the wrongs is notwichftan- 
ding at enmity with him, and will not bee 
intrcatcd to accept of favour, much Icfle to 
repent of his wrong » Icr. 8. 4,55^,7,8, 
theLord Jefus therefore healcs this breach 
by being mediator between both ; he takes 
up the quarrellj and firft reconciles God to 
man,and man to God,ii^ himfclfe in redemp- 
tion, and after this reconciles God and oiao 
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hj himfelfc in Cor immediately upon) our 
juftification. 

This Reconciliation con(ifts in t wo things 
chiefly : 

1 . In our peace with God^ whereby the 
Lord layes by all a(SEs of hoftilrity againft us, 

2, In love and favour of God, I doe not 
ineane Gods love of g^od wiU^ for i;his is in 
eleftion, but his iove of complacencie And 
delight^ for till we arc juftiicd, the Lofd be- 
haves himfeUe as an enemy and ftrtnger to 
us who ire polluted before him, but then he 
begins thus to love us, i hh. 4. 10,16. CoL \ 
I. 21) 22. A Gardiner may intend to lurnc 
a Crab-tree flock into an tn Apple-tree, bis 
intention doth not dter the natureof it, an- 
till it aftually be ingraffcd upon : fo we are 
by nature the children ofwrath^ Ephef*.!*;* 
The indention of God the Father, or his love 
of good will doth not make us chilclren ot 
favour and fonnes of peace, untill the Lord 
aftually call us to and ingraffe us into Chrift, 
and then as Chrift is the delight ofG^ ; fo 
we in him are loved with the fame love ol 
delight. Peace with God and love ot God 
are different degrees of our reconciliation \ 
A Pribce \% at peace or ceafeth warre i^ainft 
a rcbell, yet he may not bring the Rebcll bc» 
fore him, into his bofome of fpecii^il favour, 
delight, and love \ but the Lord doth both, 
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towards us enemies, ftrangers> Rebels^ de- 
Tils, in our reconciliation with him. 

Oh confider what a blefTcd eftate this is to 
be at peace with God : It was the title of 
hdnour the Lord put upon Abraham to bee 
the friend §fGod^ Ift . 4 1 • 8. 1 am not able to 
expreflewhatapriviledgc this is, tis better 
felt then fpokenof^ as Mofis faid, P/aL 
go. fVhe knowes thegreatneffe ofhu wrath f 
So I may fay, who knowcs the grcatncffe of 
this favour and love ? 

I. That God fhould be pacified with 
thee after anger, this is exceeding glorious, 
7/4. 12. 1,2. What is man that the Lord 
(hoald vifit him, or looke upon hion^though 
he never had finned ? but to leok upon thee, 
nay to love thee, after provocation by (inne, 
after fuchwrath,which like fire hathconfu- 
med thoufand thoufands, and burnt downe 
to thebottomeof hell, and is now and ever 
(Kail be burning upon them j Oh blcflcd are 
they that findethis favour. 

. 2. That the Lord jhould bee pacified 
wholly and thorowly 1 that there ftiould 
be no anger left for you to feele. The poore 
affliAed Church might objed; againft tbofe 
fwcet promifes made her , Ifa. I'j. 1,2, j. 
that {he felt no love : You are miftaken* 
faith the Lord, Fmrj is n^t imme, verf.4.In- 
deed againft bryar$ and thornes, and obfti- 
nate (inners that prick and cut me to the ve- 
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ryhciitby their impenircncie, I have, but 
none againft you : Oat of Chrift^God is 4 
c§nfumingfire, but in Chrid he is nothing 
clfc hoxlove^ I Joh«4.i6. and thoughtherc 
mtybce fatherly trownes, chiftireaaents^ 
reproofes> and rods, though bee may for a 
time hide his face^ ftiut out thy prayers, de- 
ferre to fulfill promifds, &c. yet allthtfe 
are out of pure love to thee, and thou fhalt 
fee it, and feele it fo in thy latter end, Htk. 
II. 8^ 9. Never did Ddvid love Undthdn 
(who(e love exceeded ) as the Lord loves 
thee from his very heart : No^ thou art in 
Chrift by faith. 

3. That the Lord ftiould be ptcificd eter- 
nally, never to cafl thee off againe for any 
(innes ormiferiesthouhilcft into ; this is 
wonderful! ; Thofe whom men love they 
forfake, if their love be abufed; or if their 
friends be in afBidion, they then bid them 
good night ; but the Lords love and favour 
is evcrlaftinp, If^. 9. 7. Tht meMntatHes mdj 
defart •Ht §f tf^eir fUceSy und tkt hits Cdft' 
i0wnt t9 V Alleys , but the Lords l^ndnep 
never /hdi^ never cah ; He hath hid hie face 
M Uttte moment whiles thou didft live in thy 
finnc and uobeleefe, but now witU everU" 
fiing meercy he will imkretce thee ; nay which 
is more, the abeunSng §f thj finne is^now 
the occafion of the Aiennding §f hie grace, 
Rom, 5»io. thy very wants and miseries I 
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are the rery caufes of his bowels and tcfnder 
mercies, flir^. 4. 15, \6. Oh whataj^rivi- 
ledge is this ? Did the Lord ever fhcw 
mercy or favour to the Angels that finned ? 
Pid not one (inne cafl them out of favour 
utterly ? Oh infinite grace, that fo many 
thoufand thoufands evtry day gufliing out of 
thy heart, againft kindncde and love, nay 
the greateft,deareft loveof God, ftiould not 
incenfehis forefl: difpleafure againft thee 1 
the Lord that po wred out all his anger upon 
his own Soni tor thee , and for all thy CmntB, 
cannot now poiareout, nay he hath not one 
drop left f though he wduld } to poure eat 
upon thde for any one (inne. 

4, ThattheLord (hould be thus pacified 
with eneonies ; a man may be eafily pacified 
with one that offends him a little, but with 
an enemy that ftriket at his life (as by every 
finne you doe) this is wonderfuUi yet this is 
the cafe here, jR#«^, 5 . 7 , 8 . 

5 * That the Lord {hould be pacified,evcn 
with enemieSi by fucb a wonderful! way 
as the blood of Jefus Cbrift, R^m. 5. 7, 8. 
this is fuch lore, as one would think the in- 
finite wifdome of a bldTcrd God could have 
devifed no greater ; by this (tf. 6.) he c^m^ 
mAndei and fet out hk levt ^ which though 
now it grow a ftale and common thing in 
oar dayes^ yet this is that which is enough 
to burft the heart with aftoniihment and 
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amazemeotj to thinke that the party ofSsQ* 
ded, (who therefore had no caufe to feieke 
peace with us againe) fhould finde out (uch 
t way of peace as this is ; woe to the world 
I that defpifc this peace. 

6. That being thus pacified ; yea may 
come into Gods prelence with boldneffe at 
any time, and asKe what you will : I won- 
der what he can deny you if he loves you, 
R^m. 5 .2. and which is yet more» that now 
all creatures are a$ fcsce vfithjoH^ 7d^ 5. 23. 
as when the Captaiiie of the Army is paci- 
fied^ n<)ne of his fouldiers piufl: hurt or itrike 
that man ; nay, that herebjrall your enemies 
&ouldbe forced to doe good to you;' Oh 
death where is n9w thy fling ? , 

I have oft wondred^ if Chrift hath borne 
all our miferies and fuflcred death for us, 
why then (hould we feel any miferies or fee 
death any more ? and I could never fatisfie 
my owne heart by many anfwers given, 
better then by this,^ W^c. that if the X«rd 
(hould abolifh the very being of our miieties, 
they {hould indeed then doe us no hurt ; but 
neither could they then doe ulaoy good: 
for if they were not at all » how could they 
doe DS good? now the Lord Jefus hath made 
fuch a peace for us, as that our enemies (hall 
not oijy not hurt us^but they ihall be forced 
('himfeUe ordering of them) to do« much 
good unto us; all your want$ Oiall but make 
. s you 
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you priy the more, ill you forrowcs fliall 
but humble you the more y all your temptati- 
ons (hall but exercifc your graces the more; 
all your rpiritualldefertiojis (hall but make 
you long for heaven, and to bee with 
Chrifl: the laote : it is now part of your 
portion, not only to have Faul, and Afehs^ 
undworldy but diath it felfe, to doe you 
good : Oh Lord what a ble(rcd eftate is this ] 
which , though thoufands living under the 
Gofpcl of peace heare of,yct they regard not; 
they canftrain their cenfciences in a rcftlcile 
purfuit of the favour of men, and in feekii^ 
xworldly; yet peace to this day ("though 
born enemies to God) never fpcnt one day, 
it may be not one houre i in mourning af- 
ter the Lord for favour from him , nor 
care not forit,unleiTeicbeupon their owne 
tcArmes,t/i'C. that God would be at peace 
with them,bat they may ftiU remain quietly 
in their (ins and war againft God; and thence 
it is , that the Lord will ihortly take tway 
peace from the whole earth, and plague the 
world with war and blood-(hed : and as it 
h in Zuch. 1 1 . 6.deUvtr evirj man into the 
handffhu n§ighb§Hr^ dndint$ the hand iff hie 
King, dndthef/haUfmite the Land; even for 
this very caufe, for defpidng the peace and 
reconciliation, with God,/you might and 
fliould have accepted in the Goipell of 
peace. 
T4 SEct.y 
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This 1% the third benefit^ which ia order 
of nature foliowes our recoociliition , 
whereby th/^ Lord tccounts us Sons » tnd 
gives us the Spirit tnd priyiledges of Sons: 
tor in order, we muft be firft beloTcd before 
we can be loved fo as to be accoooted Sons; 
I loijH 3* 1, 2. for the Lord of onjoft to ac- 
count us jmjt in our /ttlUfication i% nuch; 
bat for the Lord to account as hereby as 
fri€mds, this is more** bnt to account us 
S0n/9l[o, this is a higher decree tnd a far- 
ther priviledge ; and hence , our Adoption 
foUowes eur r aith; l0hH i. 12, Gdl. 3. %6. 
andif Adoption^then the Spirit of Adopti- 
on oinchlefle doth not precede Faith. By 
ChriftsadbTe obedience (our Divines Cuf) 
we have right un^o life ; by Adoption wee 
have a farther right; the one deftroyes not 
the other; for a nun may have right onto the 
fame thing upon fundry grounds: we knew 
there are 2 forts of Sons : i .Some by nature, 
borneofourownbodies^tod thos wee are 
not Sonnet of God, but children of wrath. 
1. Some by Adoption which are taken out 
of another family, and tccoiinted freely of 
us as our Sons ; tnd thus M0f€s was for t 
time the fonne of PiMroBks daughter, tnd of 

this 
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this Son-(hipby Adcptioal now fpetk, the 
Lord taking m ont ot the ftihily of hcllto be 
hiS adopcel Sons. Cfirift til Gods Soa by 
cternall generttioo, ^i^av by creation ; all 
bciieycrs are Sons by Adoption.NoW Adop- 
tion IS two-foW, 

X » Extcmalli whereby ths Lord takes a 
people by outward coTcnafit and difoenfa- 
tiontobehis Soni^and thus all the Jewcs 
were Gods j?rjf*i^frii#^ fx&d,^. is. and onto 
theoi (lid hi0H^ thJ^p^i^f^i ^^^' 9* 4^ 5 • 
A6d hence their children were accoanted 
S^ns^ as well as Saintei and b9ly : x C&r. 7. 
14. EzAfch. 1 6. 10^ 11. but many fall from 
this Ad,option,as the }e wes did. 

1* Internally whereby th^ Lord ott of e- 
verlaftingloYe^ to particular perfone infpe- 
ciall, he takes them oat of the family of Sa* 
tan /and by intemall lore and fpeciall ac- 
count reckons them in the number of Sons; 
makes them indeed S9ni$ts , as well as calls 
them fo i Ifdoc^bj fpeciall promise was ^- 
cemnttif$r thi fcidyRem. 9^ 8. and of this 

we now fpeak. Now this is double. 

X. Adoption begun^ x 29km^. i, i« now 
we are the Sens of God. To fome of which, 
(though Sons indeed^ yet the Lord behaves 
himfeue toward them for fome time, and 
for fpeciall rcafons; as unto yJrv^/*^/.exerci- 
fing them with many fearcs: Gsi. 4. x^a. 
fome fpirits will not be« the better for the 
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loTe of their father, bat worfe; and thcrefon 
the Lord keeps a hard hand' over them : to 
ethers, the Lord behaves himfelf with more 
fpeciaU refpefl^ in oaakiag thetn cry with 
more boldneflfei ^^^^ Father^ R^m*%. 15^ 
X 6. who will be more eafily overcome^ and 
bent to his will by love. 

2. Adoption perfeded^when we ftali 
receive all the priviledges of fons^ not one 
except ed J i{#i».8« 23. where we are faid to 
rpHstfor mr Adeftion, the Rednnftion^f $nr 
^0i^>/;£y thefirft we are ions, but not feen 
nor known fuch , t lohn 3.1, %. By the 
fecond, we (hall be knowne before all the 
world to be fuch .* we now fpeak principal- 
ly of Adoption beguni whereby we are fons 
in Gods account, and by reall reception of 
the Spirit of Sons: the manner ot this Adop- 
tion is thus, 
i . God loves Jefus Chrift with an un- 
fpeakable love, as his only Son^ and a$ 
our elder brother. 
1 • Hence when vft are in Chrift his SoHi 
he loves us with the fame love, as he 
doth his own Son. 
, 3* Hence the Lord accounts us fonnei, 
Efh^ I. 5, 6. Gods love is not now 
towardusastOi^<i4»ihisfbn bycr^ 
ation, vi^. immediately difKifed upon 
US; but in loving his owne Sen imme* 
diately > hence 1^ loves us^ and hena 
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tdopts us, and accounts us children. 

Oh that the Lord would epen our eyes to 
fee this priviledge; Bthddlt^ faith hhn^ 
I Uhn J • t . (land amazed at it^ that children 
of wrath fhould become the Sonncs of the 
moft high God ; for a begger on the dung- 
hilU a vagabond , runnagate from God , a 
prodigal!, a ftranger to God j whom the 
Lord had no caufe to think on; to be made a 
Son of 6od Almighty* 

If Sons, then the Lord doth prize and e* 
fteem you as Sonnes : if a man hath twenty 
fonnes , he efteems the pooreft, leaft , (ick 
child he hath, more then all his goods and 
fervants, unlefle he be an unnaturall father; 
I tell you that theleail of you , the pooreft 
and mod: feeble beleeycr, is accounted of 
Godjandmore eft eemtd then ail his houf^ 
hold-ftufFe ; then heaven, earth, and all the 
glory in it, and all the KingSj and great men 
in the world ; Ifsj 43. 4, 5, 6. not becaufe 
thou hall done any thing worthy of this, but 
only becaufe he accounts thee freely as his 
Sonne. 

It Sons, then the Lord furely will take 
care for you as for f9ns; a godly father hath a 
double care of his children. Fit ft, of their 
temporall ; Secondly , and chiefly of their 
eternall eftate ; we are ready to <iueftion 
in times of want, what we fliall eat , drink, 
^ho W we ^ftiail live ; oh confider, art thou a 
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Son of God^nd will not he thttfteJs theRdi 
vtns^Md clothes r/rrZfJfr/, provide for thee? 
yes Tcri^y^he wil tike care (or th? Cemporall 
good. It is true yon mty be b^oi^ht into out- 
ward ftraits, wints^ miferies , f et theo tiie 
Lord is thereby plotting for tky etemall 
gciod^ for hence come all Gods correftions, 
Diut.S. 5. Hik. 12. 8. the Lord took all 
I they had from them by their enemies in 
warre, and carried then away captive into 
a flrangc landy yet //r • ^4. 5. this was for 
their good; we think the Lor4 Oitnj times 
takes no care for us,& (b make himof^i Worfe 
nature then the (avage bcafts, or bloody 
men toward their young, but this is certain^ 
he ntver denies any thing to us in outward 
things, but it is to further our eternall blifle 
with him^ to doe us good in our latter end / 1 
what fay godly parents ? it is no matter 
what becomes of my children ^ when I am 
deadj if the Lord would but give them him- 
felfe to be their portion; if at Uft they may 
fee the Lord in glory : doe not wonder then 
if the Lord keeps you (hort fometimes* 

If SonneSj then he loves you as Sons • as a 
father doth his fons ; you think the Lord 
lores yoB not , becaufe yon doe not tlway 
feel his loSre, nor know his love ; is thy fon 
not thy child g becaufe whiles it m young, 
it knowes not the father that begot it, or be- 
c^ife thou art fonc time departed from ii, 

and I 
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andhaftjtnot alway in thy ownc xrraipt? 
Jfrdil /Mh^my Ged hdth farfakin mi and 
forg$tt€n mt^ If 4. 4p. 14. and yet no mothn 
tenders her child, as the Lord did them; you 
think becaofe you have fo many fins and af- 
flidlions one upon another , that the Lord 
loves you not : judge righteoufly , hath thy 
child no father becauCe it is^ck long toge- 
ther^ and therefore kept under unto a (pare 
diet ? no, he knowes our xnej^ld , and that 
we arej)ut dud ^ and freely chofe us to be 
his SoiiSj and hence loves notwithftanding 
all our fins : Pfal. 89. 3 2^ 3 j. if hec fees £- 
pjbr4i> bemoaning his ftubborne{le> as well 
as his fickncfle and weakpeflc ^ Ur, 31. ao. 
doth not the Lord profefle^ // h n$i mj onely 
Sonne ? 

If Sens, then WC are hcirei and ca-beins 
with Chrifl faith the Apoftlc, R^m* 8. 17. 
fonnes by nature are not alway heires, bat 
all fons by Adoption are : wee are hfires 
with Chrift, the Lord ChriO: as oar elder 
brother B^anaging all our eftate for us, be- 
caufe unable to doe it our (elves ; wee are 
keires I .efthe Kingdeme ef glory ^ i Pet. 1 .4, 
5 . a. Heircs of all this vifibk worlds i Cer. 
3 . 22. not that we have the whole wprld in 
our own hand (it wpnld be too cuaaberfome 
ao us to manage,^ but the Lord gives us the 
rent of it, the bleffing and good of it, thoi)gh 
it be poffefled by others. Thirdly , wee are 
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hcires o?thc fromife : Heb. 1 1 . 9 . Hit ,$aj. 
whereby lehovah himfelfc comes to be our 
Inheritance and portion for eTer;and look 
asChriftwasinthe world an heire ofalli 
though trod under foot by all , (9 arc wc; 
what can we dcfirc more ? 

If Sons, then we have, and (hall ever have 
the Spirit of ^ons; Rom.i. i y , 1 6. and what 
arc we the better for this Spirit ? truly here- 
by, Firft, we <ry unto him , we arc enabld 
to pray who could not pray before > becaufc 
guilt ftopt our mouths. Secondly, Wc cry 
Atbd Father, and this Spirit witncffeth that 
wc are Sons of this Father ; it is not faid 
that it witnefleth te our fpirits^ bat ffy^Aml^Tu^Sy 
itwitneflcthw^iV^our (pirits; #. our renew- 
ed conrcience,thus; All beleev^rs called and 
juftiHed of God are Sons, bcit I am fuch a bc' 
leever^thereforeIamaSon;now the Spirit 
beares witncffc with us in every part , both 
premifes and conclufioh only, it being the 
cleared and ftrongeft witneffe, it tcttifies 
the fame thing our confciences doe » but yet 
more clearly, more certainly, more cooifor- 
tablyandfweetly,rayi(hing the foul^with 
moft unfpeakable peace and joy , tfpecially 
in the conclufion. I know there is a Nm- 
/#Vi^teftimony> but it is laftly refolved into 
this; He not now difpute it, only this iscer- 
taine; that this teftimony all the Sonnef of 
God hare by meanes of their Adoption. 

They 
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They may not indeed fomctimc hcare it ; if 
they doe, they may objeftagiirtft itthrodgh 

I the unbelect in pirt remaining in them ; or if 
it be fometimes fafpended , what yoQ want 
in the witneffe and comfort of it, you have it 
in the holincfle of it; tod therefore the Spirit 

I {ealing is called rAr h^lj Spirit : Efh. 4. 30. 

1 I Pet. I .<$,7,8.&is not this agreat privilcdge? 
Thirdly, hereby you are led and guided, and 
that continually toward your la(t end. Far 
as {{Adam had ftood> he (hould have had the 
Spirit ofGod, this very Spirit to have kept 
him and all his pofterity from UUing at any 
time ftomi God, fo Chrift having (rood for 
US) juftified us before God; fends the immu- 
table conftant afliftancc of the Spirit in A- 
doption, which though it doth not alway 
quicken us , nor comfort us , nor aflure us> 
&c. yet it is every moment guiding and lea- 
ding of us unto our utmoft end.From henqs 
it is, that the fame (ins which harden others, 
at lalbhuoableus, the fame temptations by 
which others fall and peri(h,ferve at laftto 
purify US; hence our decay in grace leads us 
to growth at lad , hence our feares and 
doubts ferve to (labliQi us at laft , hence our 
wildrings from God,fbra time, make us e- 
(leem more of the prefence and wayes of 
God at laft; becaufe this Spirit of Adoption 
isthatby.whichwe are led, and conftantly 
afliiftcd and carried toward our latrct end : 



Rom.8.14 




\ 




The Sound SekeVe 



r. 



oh oiottrne tboo tli«t xtd ts yet no Son» 
flave to Stt»n, «nd unto thy filtky loft 
feryant at beft, working for wages oiil) 
fearcof the whip, who flialt not alwi 
bide in Gods hoiife f s Sons fliali doo z i 
snay be haft hated tod rerikd the SoDa< 
God; time CKall come that yon &aU \ 
der at their glory, who are net known i 

S B C T. 4* • 

Fourthly, SMiii^s$i$n. 

This is the fourth benefit which foUe 
in order of naturejouc juftification, rcc( 
liation^Bod ad0ption, for opon our fa 
Sonnes in Adoption, we receive the ic 
of our heavenly Father in Saiiftification 
caufe wc are under grace.Hence it com 
pafle that we are treed from the r^ig 
f0wer #//», 2{#ss«(5.l4« fothat our Sam 
cation foUowes our Juftification, and A 
tion goes not before it. In juftification 
have the love and righteoufntflc of the 
in reconciliation^the love of the Fathci 
Adoption, the love of a Father and prel 
of thcSpirit affifting,witneffing;in San 
cation, the image of our Father by the 
fpirit : and this I conceive with (ubmi 
is thi fiale ^ftkt Spirit mentioned, Ep 
1 3 . the ffsU feeling , is the Spirit it : 
the fcdU fioledy confifts firft in the exp 
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dti of it in Adoption, Secondly , in the im- 
preflion oFic in iSan6Vificttion;4nd that h^e 
only (hall pafle as curf ant coyne y thac-hath 
both thefe; I know the moft full and cleare 
expreflion and teftimony of the Spirit is af- 
ter tU Gods work is finifhed in glorificati- 
on, but the beginning of it is h^e in Adop- 
tion, afullcrmeafuFeof it in Sanftification; 
Gods feale is ever fet to fome promiie (as 
mens feales to fbme bond , not tO( blanks^ 
(he Lords promife of aftuall judificationi 
and reconciliation , pertaines onely to meti 
{^nftified or called : in Adoption therefore 
we receive 'the Spirit , which lodkes both 
wayes;teftifying€ithtT thou fandificd, art 
fuftified, or thou called, art joftified and re» 
conciled. 

I fpeak not now of extt rrtall fanftifieati*^ 
on by outward fbew and profcflion, and 
common illumination and operation of the 
Spirit Hpon men , from which mmy fall a- 
way. H(f^.io.25?. butof intcrhallandfpe- 
ciall; the nature of which, you may bcft con- 
ceive in thefe three degrees. 

I . It is ^^^ renemng 9fa m^n^ So that by 
it a man is morally made aiurw man, ano- 
ther m^an; AH things are teconfe new: he hath 
new thoughts, new opinions of things, 

1'new defires, new prayers , and praifes, 
new difpofitions; regcn. 'ration not difiering 
from it. 
' V aA\\ 
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2. It ii^ a renewing ff the whele num. 
I Thejf. 5 . a 3 . for as every part and fJlculty 
of man is corrupt by the (irft Adurn^ fo they 
are renewed by the fecond Adam ; not that 
we are perfcftly renewed in this life by 
Chrift, as we are corrupt by Adam , but in 
part in every faculty ^ Rem. 6. ip. and from 
hence arifeth our ipirituall combat and warr 
fare with fin, yea with all fin; it is notbc- 
caufe et our (knAification fimply (for if it 
wereperfcA, we fliould warre and wraftk 
no more; ) but from the imper&Aion of it. 
And this rcne wall in pact, is in. every part, 
even in the whole man : and as the firfl^- 
J^na propagates fin chiefly and radically in 
thefoule^efpccially into the heart of man; 
and from thence it diflfbfeth it ft If like levcri 
into the whole lump of our lives » -fo the 
Lord Jefus chiefly communicates this rc- 
ne wall into our hearts, and thence it fwee- 
tensour lives; and hence it is called the inner 
man- Rom. j. 22. Efh. 3.16. You fee a little 
holinefie in a Chriikian; I tell you, if he be of 
the right make , there is a kind of iniiDite 
ehdkffe holineflc within him from whence 
it fprings, as there is a kind of infinite end- 
lefle wickednefie in a wicked man » from 
whence his fins ipring : if a man bee out- 
wardly holy, but not within, he is not fan- 
^ftified, no 'more then the painted Sepul- 
. chres of the proud Pharifees ; it any man fty 
/ his 
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his heart isgood, though he makes no, (hew 
in his life, he fpcaks not the truth , if the A- 
poftle may bee bekcved , i lohn i.6/for 
(anftification is a renewall of the whole 
man, within and without; it is not for a man 
to have his teeth white, and his tongue tipt,- 
and his nayles pared ; No , no , the Lord 
makes all new where he comes. 

3. It is a renewall utito the Image of 
God , ^or of God in Chrift ; an u ifandlified 
man may bee aft^r a fort renewed in the 
whole man, his outward convetfation may 
befaire,hismindmay bee enlightenfd^ his 
heart may tafi of the heavenly gift ^ &c. Heb. 
S.^fj. he may 'have ^ forme ofgoAlineffey 
2 Tim. 3. y he may have ftrong relolutions 
within him unto godlincflc;, T>eut. 5 , 2p.and 
hence with the five tooliili Virgins may be 
received into the fellowfhip of the wife, and 
not difccrned of them neither, till the gate 
is fhutj but they are never renewed i:i their 
whole man after the Image, of God : i. they 
doe not know things^ and judge of them as 
God doth, they doe not love and will ho- 
lineffe and the meanes thereto, as God doth; ' . 
they hate not fin, as God doth; they doe not 
delight in the whole Law of God, it is not 
writ in their hearts, and hence they love it 
not as God doth: and this is the cut of the 
threed between a fanftificd and unfanftified 
Spirit; by fandification a man is renewed 
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unto@ods Image, once loft, but here tgaio 
reftoted; Efh. 4. 24. himi. 16. wcrcccm 
from Cbrift grace tor grace, as the feale on 
the wax s»ath tittle for tittle, to that in the 
fealeitfelfejWeare changed into the fame 
Image of Chrift by beholding hitr , in the 
glofle of the Gofpell, by )Fai th; 2 Cor. 3 . 1 jj. 
I delight in the Law of God in my inward 
man,Kcm.y. 23. and hence a Chriftian by 
the life of fandification^ lives like unto God; 
at lead hath a holy difpolition and inclinati- 
en (the habits of holincfle) fatodoe; GaLi. 
Ip. i live unto God, hscalleth m from d^rkz 
nejfe into hu marveBotu light, that we might 
Jhew fofth his vertues ; and that this is true 
(kndification , may thus appeire ; beciufe 
our fanAiBcation is oppefed to our originall 
corruption, as our juftilication to our origi- 
nall and contrafted guilt of (in : now as on* 
ginall corruption is the defacing of Gods 
Image by contrary difpofitions to finfulncflci 
(b 0ur landification canJbe nothing elfe but 
'^rcmovall of this pollution, by the con* 
tnry habits and difpofitians to belikeuatd 
God againc •* our fandlification is to be holyi 
Levit. iQ.'j. our holinelTe hath no other pri- 
mary pattern but Gods holincfle, io tbit 
our fanftification is not the righteoufndTe 
and holineffe in as it is inherent in Chrift> for 
that is the matter of our juiUfication , and 
therefore fanftification mud be that holi- 
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nciTe which is derived unto us frooi^Chrift^ 
whereby we are made like unto him ; and 
thus Chrift is made fanflificdthn unto Hi, 
I Car.i .3o« There (hould be no difTerence 
betweene Chrift our righteoafnefle and fan- 
ftificat ioa,if that holinefle which is inChrift 
(hould be toth unto us. Hence alfo SanAifi- 
cation is not the immediate operation of the 
Spirit upon us, without created habits of 
grace abiding in us, as the (pirit that came 
upon Balaam, and mightily affected him lot 
• time, but left him as deftitute of aci^ grace 
or changitof his nature as theAflc he rock oh; 
No, no^ it renewcs you unto the iipagc of 
God himfelfe, if you be truly faniflified.And 
therefore let all thofe dreames of the Fami- 
lifts, (denying all inherent graoes^but onely 
thofe which are inChrift,tobe in the Saints) 
let them yanifti and peri(h from under the 
fiinne, and the good Lord reduce all fuch 
who in fimplicity are "mif-lcd from this 
blefled truth of God* I will not now enlji^- 
into that depth concerning the means oMjlir 
£(nfti(u:ation in mortification by Chnfts 
death and vivification by the refurrcftion of 
Chrift : this may fuifice for explication of 
the nature of it. 

Onely fee and for ever prize this privi- 
ledge, all you blefled foules, whom the Lord 
hath juftified ; thou haft mtin^ (\^ coiccv-' 
plMnjts,wbztisittomt, it lbe^\3KA!t'i^2cv 
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Chrift , and be faved at laft by Chrifl^ai 
L heart remainc all this whti^e unholy ar 
fuffducd uftto the will of Chrift ; tha 
Qiould comfort mciand my holy heart 
way grieving of him ; what though the 
fave mc from mifery, but favcs me net 
my (inne ? oh confidcr this benefit, 
true, thou findcft a wofull , (jnfull i 
within thee , crofle and contrary untc 
ncffc, and leading thee daily in capt 
yet remember the Lord hath given the 
ther naturca new nature; there is fomi 
tlfe within thee, which makes thee v 
againft (inne, and (hall in time prevail 
allfinnc, Alat. 1 2,20.this is thd Lords 
fanftifyingof thee. Oh be tl^nkftalltt 
Lord hath net left thee wholly corruj 
hath begun to glorifie himfcUe in the 
to bltflc thee, in turning thee from thi 
quities. 

I. By this thou haft a moft fwe 
comfortable evidence of thy juftifica 
favour with God ; he that denyes thii 
Cwhat ever diftindions he hath) 2 
many places ©f Scripture, cfpecially t 
ftles ot lames and hhn, who had to dc 
fome fpirits, that pretended faith anc 
to Chrift, and communion with him, 
long, as it was thus, this was evident 
cient to them of their juftified tftates 
/aith James ? Thou fay ft thou haftfaii 
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it me then ; prove it for my part, faith he : 
He prove iy the blcfTcd fruits 'and works 
which flow from it, as Abraham manifeft- 
ed his,74«i.2. i8,22.What faith hhn ? You 
talk ffaith he) of fell9i^fhip andcommunUn 
with Chrifi^ and yet what holincfli is there 
in your hearts or lives ? Jfyon fay yen have 
feUewpjip with him ^and walkjn darkneffe^ we 
lye and dee not the truth ; hut if jouwall^in 
the light, then although your'holineCTc, and 
confrffion, and daily repentance for finne 
doth not wafli a way finne, yet the blood of 
Chrlfidothwajh tu^ i lohn \ . 6,7. Againe, 
you 6y you know Chrift^ and the love and 
good willof Chrift toward yon, and that he 
is the profitiation for your Jinnes : how doe 
you knD\v this ? faith he : He that faith ; 1 
knowhim^ and keeps not his commandements, 
is a lyar, i lohn 2.4. "True, might fomerc: 
ply , he that keeps not the commands of 
Chrift, hath hereby a fure evidence that he 
knowe-s him not, and that he i$ not united 
unto him; but is this any evidence that wc 
doG know him, arid that we are united to 
Hfm, ifwe doe keep hiscommandements? 
yes verily, faith the Apoflle, Imeby we doe 
know that we know him, if we keep his com- 
mandements , verfe 3 . and againe, verfe 5 ^ 
Hereby k^t^w we that we are in him. What 
can be more plain? What » vanity is this to 
fay that this is running upon a covenant of 
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workcs ? Is not fanA'ificttion the writing of 
the Law in our heart s^ a fpcciall benefit of 
the covenant of grace as well as jufti^ca- 
tion ? Trley. 8. lo. 12. and can the cviden- 
ping then of one benefit of fuch^ covenant 
by another, be a running upon the covenant 
of workes ? is it a truth contained in t,|ic co- 
ucnant of grace, W-c^ that he that is juftified 
is alfo fandified, and he that is fanfkified is 
alfo juftified ? And is an errour againft 
grace to fee this truth, that he that is faodli- 
ticd is certainly juftifftd ; and that there- 
fore hcthat kqowes himfelfefancflifiedjmay 
alfo know thereby that he is juftificd .* TcU 
me how will you know that you arc juftifi- 
ed ? You wHl fay, by the teftimony of the 
Spirit; and cannot the fame fpiritfliine up- 
on your graces and witncffc that yop are 
fanftificd as well /* i i*i& 4.-13,24. i Or. 
a. 12. Can the Spirit iBaKcthcone cleare 
to y ^u, ind not the other ? 

Qh beloved its a fad thing to kearefuch 
queftions andfuch coldanfwers, alfo that 
fanftification poflibly may be an evidence ; 
may be ? is it not ccrtaine ? Affurtdiy, to 
deny it is as bid as to affirmethat Geds 
owne promifes of favour arc true evidences 
thereof, and confequently, that they are 
lyes and untruths ; for fearch th$ Scripture, 
and confider fadly, hew many Evangelicall 
promifes are made unto (eYerall graces, i. e, 
I unto 
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onto fuch perfoiis is are inYeftcd with 
them ; you may only t^ke a tafte fiom Mat. 
5 • 3,4, &c. where our ^ayiour C who was 
no IcgtU Preacher) pronounceth, and con- 
fijqucntly evidcnceth bleflednefle by eight 
or nine promifes , exprefly made to fuch 
perfons as had inherent graces of poverty, 
meHrningymiekniffi^icc. there mentioned ; 
the Lord Jefus leaving thofe precious Lega^ 
ciesof his promiies unto his children that 
are called by tbofc names of Meurncrs , 
f99re in ^irity fHr4 in heart, (^c. that fo 
every one may take> and bee afTured of his 
portion manifcfted particularly therein : 
That I many times wonder how it comes to 
paflc, that this foplaine and ancient princi^ 
pie of Catcchifme ((ot fo it was among the 
fVal^nfesmmy loo. yceres fince) groun- 
ded on fo many pregnant Scriptures^ (Kould 
come to be fo much as queftioned in our 
dayes; fomctimes I thiqke itarifeth from 
feme wretched kfts men have a minde to 
live quietly in ; defkous to keepe their 
peace , and yet unwilling to forfake their 
lufts ; and hence they exclude this witnelTe 
of water> the witoefle of fanftification to 
teftifie in the Couft of confcience, whether 
they are beloved of God and flncere hearted 
ornoj becaufethis isafuUwitneffeagainft 
them* and tells them to their faces , that 
thefe 96 ne fence te the wicked, Ifa. 57^ ult. 
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Dent. 29. I9» 20. and thai they hm;e «#- 
thing t0 d9€ t9 tdke G^is ndme if$t& their Hfs^ 
that fcaetly hoie to bet refcrwfed, Ffd. 

In others I think it doth not arife from 
want of graccbut bccaufe the Spirit of grace 
and fanftificatioo runs very low in theni ; 
tis to little that they can fcarcefecit by the 
help of fpeAacles ; or if they doe> thej 
doubt continaally of the truth of it ; and 
hence, becaufe it can fpcake little, and that 
little Tery darkly and obfcurely for them , 
they haye no great mind that it fliould bee 
brought in as any witnelTe for thtm. 
Others I thinke may have much grace and 
holine(le, yet for a time caft it by as an evi- 
dence unt# them, becaufe they have experir 
encc how difficult and trbublefoae it is ro 
fsnde this evidence; and when risfoundi 
how troublefbme to read it, and keep it f air, 
and thereby have conftant peace and quiet- 

I neife ; and hence arife thofe fpeeches, why 
doe yon looke to your fandification, a blot- 
ted evidence ? you may have it to day, and 
lofe it to morrow, and then where is your 
peace ? and I doe belecve the L o k d 
deprives many of his precious S a i m t s 
froin the comfort of this evickcce ; 
either becaufe they looke onely to 
this, and not unto Chrift, and their J uftifi' 
cation by faith , Rom. 5 . i • or elfe becaufe 
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there is fomc (ccretluft or guile dffpirit; 
Pfal. 32.1,2. which the Lord by fore and 
long (hikings tbout their calling atld fan^fli- 
fication^would firfl: winnow out>or bec^mfe 
there is a perverfe frowardnefle of ipirit; 
whereby becaufe they f ede not that mea- 
fijfre of fandification which they would, do 
therefore viliHe and focome to deny* what 
indeed they have ; becaufe thty feele aUyp 
ofpnne in their members ^ leading them away 
caftive • will not, with Paul, take notice 
of the Law of their mindef , whereby that 
inner man delights in the Law ef God, and 
mourned bitterly under r^r tcdy of death, by 
whjch they might fee with Paul, that there 
is no condemnation tofueh, Rom. 8. i. To* 
conclude, what ever is the caufe of 
thiscrookedneflfe of judgement, I dtje be- 
leeve that the generaU caufe 1$, want of at- 
tendance anditanding unto the judgement 
of the Scriptures in this controverue : for 
if this was ftood unto> men would not pro- 
duce their own experience; w«. that they 
could never finde any eviden ce from fanfti- 
fication, but they have met with it lA ano- 
ther way, by the immediate Witneffe of the 
fpirit onely ; nor would men cry it down, 
becaufe grace being mixt with fo much cor- I 
ruption, it can hardly bft difcerned, and lb 1 
willbealway left in doubts, and that the I - 
heart is dcceitfull, and many that have cvi- T 
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denced their eftatcs, hereby have been dcr 
ceiTcd; IconfcfletfaasthePopiOiDodorf 
trgue againft a^rance of faith from the 
Scripta-rs withoot fpcciill tod extraordi- 
nary rr% Marion; but what is all this to the 
purpcfe if the Scriptures make it an evi- 
dence i away then with thy cormpt cxpcr 
rience^ (hall this be Judge^ or the Saiptnts 
rather ? what though many judging 6t 
themfelvcs by markes and flgoeshave been 
deceived ; yet if the Scripture sake it an 
evidence.Cas we have proved) then.thoi^h 
men thorow their owne weakneflcr or wic- 
kednefle have been deceived in mifapplying 
promifes ; yet the Scriptures cannot de- 
ceive yod : What though it be difficult to 
difceme Chrifts g^-ace in us ? yet if the 
Scriptores will luve us try our eftates by 
that role* which in it fclfe is eafie, but to 
ourblindnefleand weakneffe«diffiailt ma- 
ny times to fee ; who (hall , who dares 
condemn the holy Scriptures ? which as 
they Oiall /udge us at laft day (hoold j ud^e 
us now. Suppofe that divers bookes» and 
many Miniftersfbmetimesgivc falfefignes 
of grace and Gods Favour , yet doth the 
Scriptures give any f I (hall propo(e one 
thing to confcience, as the cenclu(ion of 
this difconrfe : Suppofe thou wert now 
lying on thy death- bed, comforting thy felf 
/ in thy elcfted and juftified eftate ; fuppofe 
I ^ the 
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the Spirit of God {hould now gtapplc w^ 
thy confcicncc,tnd tell thccif thou TxXjunU 
fied.then t}xo\x%xtcalled&faiij^ifiec[^x The/. 
2.13,14. Is it ihos with th€fe ? whatwjlt 
thou anfwcr ? if thou (ayft thou art not 
fanftified , the word and fplrit will bcare 
witneflfe then agtinft thee,and fay,then thou 
art not eleded nor juftified,; if thou (aift 
thou knoweft not, thou lookcft not to fan- 
dification, or fruits ofthefpirit, they will 
then reply, how then canft thou fay that 
thou art eleftcd or juftified ? for it isa truth 
ascleareasthe Sun^ and as immoYable as 
heaven and earth ; None are eleSlcd dnd 
jufiififd, but they arc zlfo /anlllfied , and : 
they that arc not fan^iified arc'not juftified, | 
Rem. 8.1,13. And now tell me, how can 
you have peace, unlefle you make your faces 
like flint before the f;»cc of Gods cternall 
truth, or heale your confciences by fuch a 
plaifter as will not ftick? If therefore the 
Lord ever made finne bitter to ther , let hoU- 
ncff;: be f wcet j if continuance in finne hath 
been an evidence unto thee of thy condefli- 
nation, Oh let the riches of the grace of 
Chrift in redeeming thee from the lamenta- 
ble bondage and power of finne, bean evi- 1 
denceto thee of thy falvation; Oh blefle : 
God for any little meafare of fan Aification ; ( 
doc not fcornc or fccretly defpife this fpirit j 
of grace, as many in this degenerate age be- 
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S'n to doe^ faymgy You lcx>kc to graces and 
lits, and marks , and fignes , and a holy 
frame of heart and fanfti^catton ; what is 
your fanditication ? Ok let it be the more 
precious to thee, mourning that thpu haft 
fo little, and blefling the God and Father of 
all grace for what little thou haft> wearing 
it as a bracelet of gold about thy necke, 
knowing hereby that thou art b§rHe ofGUy 
and that the wh$le warld Ijtth in wicked- 
nejfe, and (hall perifh without this > i M. 
y. 18,19. 

2. This is your glory & beauty^this is glo- 
rification begun ; what greater glory then to 
be like unto God ? to be like unto God is to 
be next to God : and therefore this is called 
glory ^ 2 Cor. 3.18. we are changed into the 
famgim^geffom glory to glory. Every de- 
gree of grace is glory, and the perfcftion of 
glory in heaven confifts chiefly in the per- 
teftion of grace ; what is the worke of 
fome men at this day but to cad: reproach 
upon fanftification our glory ? 

3 . This will give you abundance of fweet 
peace, and therefore, Heb. 12. 11. it is 
called the ^niet fruit of righteoufnejfe ; for 
from whence comes the fore troubles and 
continuall doubts of Gods favour in many 
mens confciences ? Is it not fome decay 
or guile here ? Vfal.^i. i , 2. Is it not fome 
boldncffe to (inne ; that they wPilks not in 
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fearff and therefore npt in ihtaimfoldticntf 
the Holy Gh^fi f Is, it not their fecrct dal- Ad^^.j 
liancewithfome known (innti continued 
in with fecret ifnpcaitencie ? Is it not be- 
caufe they labour with ibme ftrong unoior- 
tiffed corruption, pride» or pamons, that 
they are in daily pangs and throwes of con*- 
icicncc (or t^Pfdl. 32. i, a, 3, 4* what 
was the reioycing of Pm^ f was it not 
that in dU fnceritj and Jimf licit j he bad hii 
ct^nverfation among men ? 2 Cer, !• I2, 
What was Hez^kiahf peace when dying as 
Rethought? was it not this > l^erdremem* 
her Ihdve i^alkfd before tbeeufrightlji Jfa. 
3S. 2^3. npt that this was the ground ot 
their peace, for that enely is free grace in 
Chrift, but this is the meanes of your peace, 
l^h. 1 4« 22^ 23. its a curfed peace which is 
kept by looking to Chrifl, yet loying thy 
luft. 

4. This is that which will.makeyoufit 
for Gods ufe, 2 Tim. 2. 20, 2 1 . a Hlthy un- 
clcane veffcll is good for nothing till clean- 
fed ; God will not delight to glorifie him- 
felfe much by an onfanftified perfon >what 
is thy wife, children, friends, family, the 
better for thee, if thy heart rcmtine unfan- 
aified ? 

5* A little holineife is eminently all, 
fpringingup to eternall life; this little Q>ring 
(hall never ceafe running, but it flaall fili 
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Heaven it felfe, and thy foalcm it with t- 
bundsnce of gloiy » Uh. 4. 14. and 7. 38. 
Youderpife it becaufe it is but little; Itcllj 
you this little is eminently allj and cm- 
taines as much as (hall be powred out bj 
thee fo long as God is God : Tis tnic,thou 
fayft its weakc, tnd oft foiled, and gives 
thee not compleat power arid viAory orer 
all Hnne, yet know that this (hall (like the 
houfi ofDsivii ) gr§wfir§ngir mA firmer^ 
and it (hall at latt prevaile, and the uoisA 
will not hreakf thee though thou art brmifei 
by (inne daily, untili judgement come to 
viAory ; and the Prince of this world be 
judged , and thy foulc perfeAed in the day of 
the Lord Jcfijs, 

Sect. 5. 
¥ift]y yjlndience ofali Prajers. 

This is the fife benefit, which though it 
be a fruit of other benefits , yet I name it in 
fpeciali, beciufe I defire it might be efpeci- 
ally obfenred ; and I place it after our fan- 
Aification, becaufe of Davids fpeechj /// 
regariiniquitj in my hearty the L0rd wii 
net hearemj prayer ^ Pfil. 66. 1 8. and that 
of the Apofklc, I J oh. 5. 22. H^ec teleeve 
whatever we aske we receive ^ beenHje wee 
keep his Cemmandements ^ and eUe thofe 
things which arepieajinginhisjight'. As the 

Lord 
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Lordiwthrefpeftco the priycrs of his peo- 
(^e,natonlytnr€gird of their jufttficttion» 
bnt in feme fenfe in regard of their fanftifi- 
cacicn alfo; 8 jaftified perfon polluted with 
ibme peribnall or common (ins of the times, 
anay want that audience and acceptance of 
his prayers I am now fpoiking of. 

That God will keare all the petitions of 
his people, can there be a greater privilcdge 
then this i yet this oar Sayiqur affirtnes ' 
twice together, becaufeit is fo great a pro-* 
mife» that we can hardiy beleeve it^lohn 14, 
-13, r4. fFhatfoevir J0n askf the father im 
my HMme, that wiM 1 ioci mark the fcope of 
the words our Saviour had promifed , that 
he that beleevesin me, fhaU doe greater works 
then 1 have done; now becauie this might 
feem ftrange and impollible, the Lord in 
thofe verfes tells them how , for {'faith he) I 
WhatfoeverjoHaske in Mj name IroiBdoe for I 
you , I will doe indeed all that is to be done, 
but yet , it (hall b^ by meanes of yowr pray- 
ers ; Chrift did great works when Ihc was 
upon the earth, but for him to doe what e- 
ver a poore (infuU creature fhall defire him 
to doei what greater work of wonder can 
there be then this ? Thie is our confidence 
(fi\t\kthc K^GXAt)Thatwhat ever tvt askf 
aeeorsUng to hk wiB^ ho heafeth ns ix lohn 
5. 15. 

The grcateft queftion here will be. What 

X ^xvt 
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are thofe prayers the Lord Jefus will heare ? 
I confefle mzt\f things are excellently fpo- 
ken this way, yet I conceive the meaning of 
this great Charter is faliy expreft in thofe 
words. In mj name. If they be prayers in 
Chrifts name , they (hall be heard ; and it 
containes thefe three things. 

I. To pray in CKrifts name, is tot>ray 
with rely ance upon, the grace j favour , and 
worthinefleof the merits of ChriCt, thus this 
phrafe is ufed, ftf walkf in the name of their 
Gods, is in confidence of the authority^and 
excellency, and favour of their Gods, that 
they will beare them out iHit;fo to pray in 
ChriRs name , is to pray for Chrifls fake 
thMiEph.i.iS.thron^h him ('i. through his 
death and fatisfadionrcfteduponj we have 
dccefe with cenjidence unto the Father^ Eph. 
^,12. In Tphom we have beleeved^ and accede 
with confidence by the Faith of him. There 
are three evills that commonly attend our 
I prayers, when we fee God indeed, i . Shame 
and flight from God,the Apoftle faith there- 
fore, that by Faith in Chrift we have accfffe : 
1. If we doe accede and draw neare to hiui) 
there is a fecret feare andOraitnefTe of fpirit 
to open all youroainds; therefore faith he, 
we have boldneffe, the word fignifies liberty 
of fpeech to.open all our minds without feare 
or difcouragement . 3 . After we have thus 
j drawne neare j and opened all our defires 
/ and 
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and moncs before God , wee have many 
doubts, vi^. will the Lord hearc fuch a (in'« 
ner, and fuch weak, and unperFeA, and fin-* 
full prayers ?& therefore he alfo affirms,! hat 
we have e9nfidence and afliirance of being 
heard 5 but all this is ify Faith in him: for 
look as Chrifthath purchafcd all blefling for 
us by his death) and hiftice makes his intec- 
Cfflion for tnole things? dayly according- to 
our need 2 So we are much more to reft upo% 
and make that fatisfadion, the grpund or ouc 
interceflion; beicaufe Chrifts blood purcha- 
fed this, therefore oh Lord grant this* 

2. Tb pray iri his namcj is to pray from 
his command^ and according to his will ; as 
when wtrfcrid another in our name , wee 
wifh him Xo fav thus , Tell him that I defire 
fuch a thing ot hi m, and that I fent yon ; (o 
it is here, and thus the phrafc.fignifies ; John- 
$.j^^.Iam C9me in my Fathers name , i* By 
his authority and cocnmand. To pray in 
Chrifts namethertfprejisto'pray accQtding 
to the will of Chrift , and from the will of 
Chrift; when we take thofe words the Lord I 
puts into bur mouthcs, H«/. 14. 1,^1,3. and 
defire thofe things only that the Lord com- 
mands us to feekjwhether abfolutely or con<^ 
ditionally ; according to his vfiil revealed, 
and vpt/h fHbmifsion to his wiM concealed : 
r John 5^14, what ever we askf according to 
I his wiJlj he heares tu; PfaL 2jA* Rem. 8. 264 

I X2 1^1, 
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Ifyw tike any thing not according to Gods 
willy you come in yoarovw'ne naine»lie feat 
youn#t i^ith any (uch i^-cflage to the Fa- 
ther. 

J. To pray in his name, is to pray for his 
ends; for the fake and ufe ot Chrift^and gleiy 
of Chrift^tbusthephrafe is ufed ? Mat. xo. 
41 p 42. T0 receive s Prephei in thenMme efd 
Frefhee , i, for this end and reafon, bccaufc 
he is a Prophet. A fervat^t comes in his Ma- 
fters name to askc fomething of anothtn 
when he comes^ as from his command ; io 
alfo for his Mafters ufe : So when wee 
pray for Chrifts fake , J • for his cnds^ not ouc 
owne;the(eeverpreYailf. lamet^. i»Te»^ 
asks ^nd have nepy tecdnfe yeu dskf dtmijfe, te 
Jpendit en jemr lujlsi loh.i2. 27ia8.P/.i45, 
1 8. this is to aske in trnth , to ad; for a fpiri- 
tuall end; to make it onr utnoft end, arifeth 
from a fpeciall, peculiar, fupernaturall pre- 
fence of the Spirit of life : and confeqoent'* 
ly a Spirit of prayer which is ever heard* 
And hence yeu ftiall obfenre, tbelcaftgroan 
for Chrifts ends is ever heard ; betauie it is 
the groaning of the Spirit, bccaufe it is an 
aft of fpirituall life, the formality oF.which 
confifts in this, that it ]sfer Geii GmL 1. 
1 9* the L Old cannot deny what we pray for 
Chnft&cnds, becaufe then he ihould cruft 
I Chfifts glory : and therefore let a Chriftiaa 
i obiferve, wfacn he would have any thing of 
/ . ^ God 
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Godthttconcernes tdmkliey not be folli- 
citous fo aiuch for the thing , as to gtint fii-p 
TOur tnd ntftrneflc to God, and a heart fub- 
jeS: onto God in a humble contentednefle^to 
be deny ed as well as to be heard^and he ftiall 
undoubtedly find the thing itfelfe ; a luft is 
properly fuch a defire (though for lawfull 
things j wherein a man muft have the thing 
becaufe it pleafeth him , as when RacbiB 
tLiktdf^rchiiJreH, fliemufthave them,el(e 
flie mud needs Jfe : Give us wnter thai wie 
maj drinki, WIS their brutith cry, JEx§d. if. 
1,2. not that we may lire to him that giv« 
it: holy prtyers or defircs (oppofed unto 
Infts^ are fuch defirts of the fonle , left with 
God, with fubmiffion to hiswiU, as may 
beft pleafe him : now the Lord will heare 
the<le{ires indeed of all thatfcare him, but 
not hilfill their lufts. 

Thefe three are the effentiall properties of 
fuch prayer as is heard, or if you will, of that j 
which is properly or (piritually prayer, f -r- 1 
rency^ and afTurance ^ &c* are excellent in*- 
gredients; but yet the Lord may heare pray- 
-er without them : it is true , the Lord may 
fometimes not heare us prefently , for our 
praying time is our fowing time , we muft 
not look prefently for the har^^ft « The L0rd 
hedrestheprayircfthedeJUtHte, P/kL 102. 
i7.theoriginallword is, of thefirMt, or 
naked pl4€e 0fthe defert^ which the Prophet 
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ftith , ler. 1 7. 6. fees no good when good 
comes, yet fuch as fcelc thcmfchrcs fuch, the 
Lord doth regard thcvn; and wili have a time 
toanfwer them : and though the Lord may 
not give us the thing wc pray for,nor as good 
a thing of the fame kind , yet he ever gives 
us the end of our prayers ; hee that is at fea 
and V(^ants ftifFe winds to carry him to his 

Jortj yet hath nocaufe to complainc , if the 
ord fccretly carries hxm in by a ftrong cur- 
rent of the fca it fclfe; and it is certain at the 
end of all Gods dealing with yon, you (hall 
then fee how the Lord hath not failed to an- 
fwer you in any one particular, lof, 2 3 . 14. 

Oh therefore fee and be perf waded of this 
your priv Hedge, that God will now heare 
every prayer; many make a queftion,How 
may we know when the Lord grants out a- 
ny blefling as an anfwer to prayer ? many 
things arc faid to this parpofe ; but the fim- 
plicity and plainneflfe of the anfwer lies in 
ihisyviz». if it be a prayer, God hearcs it ; 
if it be put up in Chritb name , it is then a 
prayer x and that you may beleeve this , and 
.glory in this, confidcr f hcfe rcafons only, to 
confirme this truth. 

From the promife ofChrift as in this place, 
John, 14, 13, 14, which was a promife in 
fpeciall to be accomplilhcd when hcc came 
to his kingdome; and therefore , though it is 
rrue, Gods grace is free , and therefore you 

think 
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think the Lord may ts well refufe tb heare 
you, as heirc; yet conditv that by his pro- 
aiifc , he hatk bound himfclfe toheare. 

From the Fatherly difpofition that is in 
God, Uhn 1 6. 2(J, 27. and hence he Uves us, 
and hence cannot but heare us. 

BeC*afe all prayers put up inChrifts name, 
Chrift m^kfs inurcfjfton that they may be 
hcard^Hr^.y. 25, hee hath laiddownc his 
bloody that all our prayers might be heard, 
("as we have proved J and indeed, hence ari- 
fcth the infinite elticacie oF prayer , bc^caufe 
it is built upon that which is mtinitcly and 
eternally worthy. 

Becaufe all prayers of the faithfiill arife 
from the Spirh of prayer, Rom.S, 16. becaufe 
as that whi^h is for tbeflelli, is of the djth; 
(o that which is for the Spirit, or for the fake 
of Chrift, for fpirituall ends , is ever of the 
Spiirir, y^^ff.y. 18. 

Becaufe of the glory ©f Chrift, that the 
Father may be glorifyed in the Son : cannot 
Chrift be glorifyed unleffc he heatc all -pray- 
ers? yes be could, butj^et his will is. to re- 
veale his glory by this meanes ; io that thou 
and thy prayers be vile, and therefore defcr- 
rcft no acceptance, nor anCwer, yet remem- 
ber that his glpry is deare; it is the glory of 
Kings to heare fomc requefts and petitions, 
but ihey cannot heare nof anfwer allj it is 
the glory of Chrift to heare all , becaufe he 
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is ablct without the leaft difbonour to him* 
felfethus lodoje. . ' 

Oh be pcrfWgtded of this , kow fliould 
your joy^hcn fac full, how ihould yon then 
delight to be oft with him, how would you 
then encourage all to come unto him , iiow 
wocdd you then be conftraintdto doe any 
thing for him » who is rtady to doe all for 
you? bat &h, woe unto our unbeleefe, for 
that which (the Apoftle faith, i lohn 5.14.) 
was ground of his confidence , viz.. rhtt 
Tfhst ev(r wee askc accorJUngiphis-mU^hit 
iif4r^/«#,isnogroundtous9 and weemiy 
I fay, and mourne to think , this is uur di£B- 
dence , that what ever I aske according 
to Chrifts will, he heares me not : but oh re- 
cover from fach a diftruftfuU trame» and 
from all dead^heartedncfie in this duty with 
aH , left the Lord fend task-maflers and doa- 
ble our bricks, and then we groan> and (igh, 
andcry,andlearne to pray that way » that 
will not pray nor belct ve now. If the Lord 
would but give us htrarcs, aflur^dly yon 
might not only ruleyjur felves and famiUes^ 
but by the power of prayer puU down , and 
raife up Kingdomes , difpofe of the greatefl 
affaires of the Church, nay of the worlds you 
might hereby work wonders, by me anes of 
him who ruling all things y/ct is ovcrcoiM 
bypriyer,H#/;ia.4,y. 
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Sixthly , Glmficdiwi, 
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This is the fixth and lift priviledgc tndt 
benefit, and ypaallknowis the Uft thing in 
thecxecution of Gods eternall purpofe to- 
ward all his beloYcd andcbofen onesfwhom 
he hath fredeftindndj cdBed , juftifi^dy them 
he hath iX(o gl&rified^ R^m.S, 30. hereby we 
are nadeperfeA in bolinede, no more finne 
(ballfljrrein ns^perfed: alfo in happineflfe; 
no more teares, nor ferrowcs, nor tempt a- 
tionSf oor feares, (hall ever moleft us : Hr^. 
12. 23. ReveL 14* 13. and ail this fiiali bee 
in our immediate communion with God in 
Chrift, Ctf/.i.28i Utm 17. 23,24. weejbdll 
h thai, faith Pdul , fer ruer with the Lord : 
if the Lord would but open our eyes* and 
give us one glimpfe of this, what manner of 
perfons fliould we be^^w would we then 
live i how willingly then fhould wee em- 
brace faggots and flames^prifons and penu- 
ry i the Ught aflfliftions here, would not they 
work for us. glory ? nay ttie Apoftle ufeth 
fuch a phrafe which I beleeve may pofe the 
oaoft curious oratour in rhe world to ex- 
prdfe to the life of it , 4n excetding weight of 
glerj. 2 C#r.4. ij. What is our life now 
but a continuall dymg, carrying dayly about 
us that which is more bitter then a thoufand 
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Jciiths; what faith the Apoftletous, Tf/^ 
4re dfMJyjet vthfn Chrifi Jhai Af peart , yofi 
JhaUdpfearcwith himalffin^glorj ; the ge- 
nerall fecurity of thcfe times foretold by 
Cbrift^ (efpecially when Churches become 
Virgins, and People arc feeking after purity 
of Ordinances) it (hall not be in a want of 
watchful neffcagaiiift thc'prefent corrupti- 
ons of the tinnes fo much , as in i^carelefle 
want of expeftation of the comming of 
Chrift in glory, not having #»r iojnes gtrty 
and lamp burning , nor readincff^ {o meet 
the Lord in glory, Mat.v^ • i > ^1 3 1 4j 5 • &c. 
oh that I were able therefore to give you a 

IbluQi and a dark view of this glory , that 
, might raife up oar hearts to this work • . 

Confider the glory of the place, the J ewes 
did and doe dreame ftill of an earthlv King- 
dome, at the comming of their Mejpahytht 
Lord dafheth thofc dreames, and tells them, 
His Kingd0me is n^t iff this vf arid, and that 
he y^ent away te prepare a place for them yt hat 
where he is,they might hee^ John 14. 2, 3, 
and be with him to fee hisgUryy John 1 7.^3 1 
24. the place (hall be the r^^r^ heaven , cal- 
led enr Fathers het^fe ; built by his owne 
hand withmoft exquifite wifdome^ fit fx>r 
fo great a God to appeare \h his glory \hhn 
1 4. 2, 3.) to all hts deare children; called al- 
fe a Kingdome : Mat.2 5 .31. Comeje blejfed 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for y oh ^ which 
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is the top of all the worldly excdlcncie, cal- 
led alfo an inheritanccy i Pet. 1.4. which 
the holy Apoftlc infinitely bleffcth God for 
as being our o wnc zni freely giTen to us, 
being our Fathers inheritance divided a- 
monghis fonnes, which is a greater privi- 
ledgethcntobec borne an heireto all the 
richeft inheritances on this earth, or to bee 
Lord of all this vifible world ; for this in- 
heritance hec tells i»s is l • incorruftihle , 
whereas all t hit v^^rld waxeth old as agar^ 
ment : 2.' Tis umlefiUd, neYcryet polluted 
with anyfinne, no not by the Angels that 
fell, for they fell inparadice, when Guar- 
dians to rnan, whereas this iP«h9le ere atiott 
grBaneth under the tnrden and bondage of 
corruftUny R om . 8. 
•3. This never fadeth away; tis qot like 
flowers, whofe glory and beaatyfoone wi- 
thers, but this (hall be mod pleafant, Iweet, 
and ever dclightfoine,after we have been ten 
t houfand yeers in it,as it was the firft day we 
cntred into it , (hv this is the meaning of 
the word, andfo itdiflfers horn ineorrttfti' 
ble) whereas in this world (fuppofe a man 
fhould ever tnjoy it, yet) there growes a fe-- 
crct fatiety and iulnefTe upon our hearts, 9^d 
it growes common^ and bleflings of great«(l 
price are not fofweet, as the firll time wee 
enjoy them ; they clog the ftomach , and 
glut thefoule : but here our eyes, e*T$,ininds, 
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hearts (htU be ever rtTiflicd with that admi- 
rable glory which (hines brighter then ten 
thoafand funs > the very Bib|:ick of it being 
Gods needle- work,(if I may (b fay j quilted 
with variety of all flowers in divers colours^ 
by the exafteft art of God himfelfe^ as the 
Apoftle intimates, Hr^. 1 1 . i o. 

Secondly, confider of the glory o| the bo- 
dies of the Saints in this place ; the Lord 
(hall change our t;//tfW#^j, which are but 
as dirt upon our wings ^ and clogs at oiir 
feet, as the Apeftle cxj>reffrth it, f foV.j . nit. 
F4ir/ was in the third heaven, and (aw the 
glory doubt lefl^ of fome there ; fee what he 
faith of them, X C#r. 1 5 . 42, 4 J , 44. 

X. It fhall be an incefruptikU My ; it 
fhali never dye, nor rot againe, no bot in the 
leaft degree tending that way, it (hall never 
grow weary^Cas now tis by bard labour ,and 
fometime by holy duties) nor fatnt» nor 
grow wrinkled arid withered. Jdamj body 
in iiinocencie f^tmt non m§ri^ we fay truly ; 
but this n0n ftefl m^ri, it cannot dye : and 
hence it is, that there (hall be no more (ick- 
ne(re, paines« griefes, fainting fits,&c. when 
it comes there. • 

a • It (hall be a gUrhus body, it (hall rift 
in h9n9HrJ[t\t)\ PmuI ; and what glory (hall 
it have ? verily it (hall be like unto Chrifis 
gUrioM boijy Phil, j .uh. which . when PmhI 
(mW, Aiis 9. did (hinc highter thtn tbifnn : 

and 




aiul therefore here (hill be no inperfedion 
of limbes, fctrs, or maimes, ntturill or acci- 
dental! deformities ; but as the third hearen 
it feUe is moft lightibnie, Gen^ t • i , 2. fo 
their bodies that inhabic.that place (hall ex- 
ceed the light and glory thereof ^ theie being 
more compadled^ and thence (hining out in 
greater Ittftre > that the eyes of all beholders 
fiiall be infinitely ravifiied to fee fuch clods 
of earth as now we are,advanced to fuch in- 
comparable beauty and amiableneft: of hea- 
venly glory* 

3. It fliall be a fw^erfnU^ ftrsn^hody ; 
It iifiwMC im wesk^Jff , faith Paaty it Jhsi 
rift in fawtr ; it (halffae able to help forward 
the divine operations of *tbe foule, which arc 
now clogg'd by a feeble body ; it (hall be a- 
ble to beare the weight of glory, the joy un- 
fpeakable , and full of glory , which our 
weake bodies cannot long endure here, but 
we begin to burft andbreake in pieces (like 
veffels full of ftrong fpirits) with the 
weight and working of them; and there* 
fofethe Lord in mercy keeps us fhort now 
of what elfe we (houid feele; it Aiall be 
able to fing HdOtln'-jahs , and give aonwr, 
glory, power, to the Lannbe (hat fits upon 
the Throne for evermore without the leJift 
wcarinciH. 

4. It (hall be 2k^irittt4lt body, our bo- 
dies now are ac^eci by aniunall fpirits, and 
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being earthy and liaturall , groweSi feeds, 
eateSj drinkes , fleepes » and hath natural! 
aSeftions and defires a^ter thefe things, and 
^is troubled if it wants them ; but then thefe 
fame bodies (hall live hy the indwelling of 
the Spirit of God powred out abundantly in 
qs, and upon us, and foafting our bodies, 
and f wallowing up all fuch naturall affe- 
dlions and motions as thofe be her^ ; as 
Mo^es being with God in the Mount forty 
dayes and nights, did not need any meat or 
drinke, the Lqrd and his glory being all untot 
him ; how much more (hall it bee thus 
then ? I doe not fay we (hall be fpirits like 
the Angels^ but our bodies (hall be fpiritu-* 
all , hiving no naturall de(ires after any j 
earthly blefling, food , rayment, &c. nor 
troubled with the want of them : and hence 
alfo the body (hall be able as well to afcend 
up, as now it is to deicend down ; as Au- 
fiin {kcwes by a (imilitude of lead, whidi 
fome artifts can beat fo fmall as to make it 
fwim ; we are now earthly, and made to 
live on this earth, and hence fall downe to 
the center ; but we are made then to bee 
above for ever with the Lord, the Lord pro- 
ceeding from imperfeAion to pcrfeAien, as 
the Apoftle here (hewes ; not fix(i'JpirittMll^ 
and then n4tur4/l ; but fir(l that which is 
naturaS^ (in this life) and theft that which 
isJpiritudO. 
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3. Conflder the glory of the foulc; now 
we know but in part, »nd fee but m part ; 
I now we have joy at fome cimeis, and then 
ecHpfes befall us on a fudden ; but then the 
Lori fhAtt be oumverlafiing lighi^ Ifk. 60, 
I p. thtn we fhallyr^ G^ifdcc ufMt^ 1 lah^ 
3. 1,2. we fliallthen know and fee thofe 
things that have been hid^ not Onely firosi 
the wicked, but from the deepefl: thoughts 
of the Saints theoifelves in this world, 
a C^r. 12.4. P4^/faw.f6fne things n9t fit 
fo he uttered^ or that he conld not ntter : we 
(hall be fwallowed up in thofe depths of 
grace, glory , imnaediatc vifion, God (hall 
beallinalL 

Thefoule fliall now enjoy., i» The ac- 
complifhoaent of all promifcs which wee 
fcetiot here madegood unto u5,i C^r .15. 24. 
then you (hail have rt ftitution of aU thcfe at 
times of refieOiing wherein your finne* 
fhall be publikely blotted out from the pre- 
fenceof the Lord, ^£f. 3. ip. If /<?/»4^faid, 
i^/. 23.14. when the peoples warfare was 
ended,«y^r if the Lerd hdth been vf anting in 
one vf or d to J OH ; Much more will the JLord 
J cfus fay unto you then. 

2. Then y©u fhall receive t full anfwer 
to all your prayers, all that grace, holinefle, 
power over finne, Satan, fdlo wfeip wtth 
God, life of Chrift, bleflfing ef God which 
you fought for , and wept for, and fuffe- 
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red (tor here, you (hail tlien fee tU an- 
fwcred. 

3* Tben jrou fliall finde the comfort of ^ 
all thac yoQ have done for God^ Revci. if 
1 3 • yonr w$rks in this fcnfe (haU/«^#3r ywi 
you (hall then infinitely ri^joyce, that erer 
you did any thing for God, that ever jroa 
thought ofhim> (pake to hinif and (pake for 
hioi, that ever you gave any one blow to 
your pride, paflions, lu(b, niturall concupi- 
fcence, &c. you (hall then en/oy the re* 
ward of all your fufferiRgs, cares, fontowcSj 
for Geds Church, faftings; and dayesot 
mourning, whether publikely , ^r focretly 
for Gods people, a Or. 4. 17. the fame 
glory God hath given Chrift, the LDrd-(ball 
at that time give unto you , i#ib. 1 7. ^a. it 
(hall not be with us there as it w^s with the 
wicked Kiraeiitcs, who when they came in- 
to the good land of re(V, they then forgot tke 
Lord and all his workes paft; no, no,ali that 
which God hath done tor you in this 
world, you (hall then looke backe, and (ec, 
and wonder, and love, and blefle, and fucke 
the fweet of, for evermore ; its a fond weak 
queftion to thinke whether we (hall know 
one another in heaven ; verily you (hall re* 
member the good the Lord did you het€, by 
what meanes the Lord humbled you, by 
what minUlry the Lord called yoir.by what 
friends the Lord comforted and refFe(hed 
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jFPU ; and there you (faall fee them with 
you ; dee you thinke you {hall forget the 
Lord and his workcs in heaTtn, which ("it 
may foe) you tooke little notice of ^ and the 
Lord had little glory for here i 

Fourthly, conHder the gloiy of the comii> 
panyand ^Uowflnipyou fliall have here; 
I i Angels, Het. 1 2. 23, 24. they willlov;e 
y4)u and comfort yoa,and re Joyce with yoa^ 
aiad fpeake of the great things the Lord hath 
done for yoB, as they did oa earth %o ^the 
Shepherds, X^.s.xo. Benotafraid^ iaid 
the Angel, M^. 28, 5. I know yee feeke 
Jefas : So will they fay then, be ever coeh- 
tbrted you bleffed fervants of the Lord, . for 
vi^know you ar^ loved ef the Lord Jefus^ 
%. Saints, you (hall (it downe with Uir^n^ 
ham^ Ifaac^ andi^^t^in the.Kingdonia of 
<^od , be taken into the bofome of Abr^^ 
hmm^ into the bofomes of allithe children of 
Abrahdm, and there we fliall jfpeake with 
them of the Lords wonders, of his Chrift 
and Kingdome, Pf^L 145. ii. and eyipry 
fentenocimd word fhall be milketind J^iiy, } 
fweeterthen thy life now'can be unto thee^ 
we fliallicnow, and love, and honour tOiif 
another exceedingly. 3. The man Cbf^ 
jjefhs , when Murj dalpt about hian, i>A* 
20k 17. Let me alone, wd hee^ jQUchmae 
not,! am not yetaXcendedto my FatticCtf As 
if he had laid, (laith^»/#^) then fiiaU kw 
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the pUce and time wherein we (hall em- 
brnce one another for evermore. Never was 
hiutband and loving wife fo familiar one 
with another, zt theLord Jefuswill bee 
(not carnally tnd in an earthly manner) but> 
in t moft heavenly, glorious, yet gracious 
manner with all his Saints ; Come jet ilef- 
fed will hee then fay to them • wee (hall 
then ever bee, not onely in the Lord > but 
with the Lord , faith PmI\ i Thef. 4. 
Hit. I Thef. 5. 10, Juft zsMcfes and JB- 
lias in his transfiguration, that talked with 
him, f which was a glimpfeof our future 
glory) fo fiigll we thcn,Lmk: 1 2.37. and you 
fliall then fee that love of his , that blefled 
bofome of love opened fully, which the A- 
poftle (tith jpa^efh kpovf ledge, Efhef. 3.19*1 
need not tel you of our fellowlhip with the 
Father, alfo when the Son fliall give up thi 
Kingdome to him that he may be all in all. 

Fiftly, confidcr theglory of your workc 
there ; which is onely to glorifie this God. 

I . You (hall then live like Ckrift in glo- 
ry,- we (ball fpeak and think all witli glory 1 
I Uhn J . 1 , 2. our ftrlr^s &all be Chen rai- 
fed up to the higheft ftraine of fwcet mdody 
and^ory. 

!• You (hall then bleife him, Efh. \.6. 
Efk. 4. 1 3 . and that with ravi(hmem ; you 
fliall come then to the full acknowie((ge- 
mtnt of the Soiipe of God; you Ihall ice aod 
" fty 
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fty all this is the work and grace of Chrift, 
and then (hall cry out » Oh let all Angels, 
Saints^ ererblefle him for thi^. What (hould 
'1 fpeafcarry more J You will fay, Is this cer- 
tiine? Can this be fb? Yes afluredly, for 
Chridis gonb te prepare this place and glo- 
ry iotYaa,lpb.i/^ 2^-^. We hare alfo the 
firft fnnts ofthis glory which we feele fome- 
times^ whareby we fee, and tafte^ and drink, 
and long for more of that joy unfpcakabley 
and peace that pa(f<sth underftanding> that 
triumph over the rag^ and working pow- 
er of reihaining corruption, that darke 
vifidn of God, and holy glorj^ing and 
boafting in him as our everlafting portior, 
&c» which cannot be delufions and dreams 
which never feed, but ever leave the decei- 
ved foule hungry, butar^ realities & things 
indeed, Vifhichfatiate the weary foule, and 
fill it up with the very fnlHefe rfG^d him^ 
felfe, jE;»Arfj. ip. and therefore tis Ccrtiinc 
that we (hall have the harveft that thus tafte 
of the firtl: fruits, and the whole fumme paid 
us faithfully that have alresfdy the earotft 
penny; The Lord alfo fits^us for this, as the 
Apoltledifpntes, 2 Or. 5. 4, 5.. What means 
thf Lord to deny our requef\$ in many 
things as long as we live ? what is his mea- 
ning not to let us fee the acconnpliftiment of 
many of his promifcs f is it b&caufe he is 
mifaithtull? or bccauie he would let us 
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Ytfir<r3]r/secaii(e 

bUed i4Chrtft wc enter iototkcbalTC 
Im) ^Jp^i^ ^ infinite value OHftb 
kind efiofoite {k>ry . 

^* Wetrel^Clui 
Angdf tre^ wboie glory wee ice is 
great* 

3* Shall not our glory be to fit 01 
glory of Chrift ? 2 ZiE^/ 1 . i e. and if fi 
\i bis glor^' be exceeding great, ours 
bear a due proportion,and be very very 
aUb. 

4 . Doth not God pick out the pooi 
vilerhingsof the wotid ^tobeTefletsc 
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that tie intends exceedingly to glpriiie him- 
felfe cyi (uch , to riife up a inoft eloriotfis 
building, w^re he layes fo Iowa founda- 
tion ? 

5. Are not we loved with th^ (ifhe love 
as he hath loved Chcift ? John 17. mlt. and 
(hall not our glory abound then exceeding* 

ly? 

6. Is not the torment and fhameofthe 
Reprobates to be exceeding great and grie- 
vous? doth not Godraifietbemuptomake 
hispowerknown?i{M».9.a3« What then 
(hall we think on the contrary of the glory 
oi the SaintSi wherein the Lord (hall fet 
forth his power in glorifying thetn as hee 
doth the glory of his power in punithing 
others? ajid therefore 2 The/, i.p. tbepu- 
ni(hraentof the wicked is expreft byfepa* 
ration of them frcm the glory of the Lor is 
fewer ; becaulc that in the glory of the 
Saints^the Lord will (ti I may fo fay ^ make 
them as glorious as by his power tided by 
wifdosi he is able to make them. 

This is thercfote the great glory of all 
thofe whonrGod hath called to thefellow- 
(hipofhis deare Sonne; and which is yet 
more^blefled be God the time is net long,but 
that we fliall feele what now we doe but 
heareof,andfeebutalittleof, as we ufeto 
doe of things afiir off: We are here but Aran* 
gers> and have y^4^^'^j^ citj^ we look for 
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this th^f hathfpHnddtions ; and therefore Ice 
(inne preflc us d'uwne^ and weary us out 
with wraftling with it ; let Satin t^napt, 
and caft his dai ts at us; let our drink be our 
tearcs day and night, and our meat gall^Aid 
wormwood ; let us be (hut up in choaking 
prifons, and caft cot tor dead in the ftreetSi 
nay upon dung-'hils.aid none to bury us; let 
uslivealdneas Pelicans in the wildemkle, 
and be driycn among wild beafts into der 
fcr^ ; let as be fcourged, and difgraced, fto- 
hcd, fawn afunder, and burned ; let us live 
m fhecp-skins^ and goat-skins,deftitute> af- 
fliftedjtorirented, (as who looks not for 
fuch dayes (hortly ?) yet oh brethren^ the 
time is not long, but when we are at the 
worft, and death ready to Avallow us up, 
we fliallcry out. Oh glory, glory, oh wel- 
come slory. If our miferies here be long, 
they (hall be light ; iTvery bitter^ they (hsdl 
be Ihort • however, long or (hort, they can- 
not be to us long , who look for an eternall 
weight of glory. Who would not (that con- 
(iders of thefe things^ derpi(c this world^and 
iet it at his heeles , who hath all thefic pri- 
viledges and benefit^ with Chrift in his eye? 
who woald not abhor a filthy luft, to enjoy 
fuch a Chrift ? who woidd ever look back 
unto his 6e(h-pots, or fathers houfe, that 
hathfuch welcome made hire the firi^ mo- 
/ mcnt he comes to the Lord Jcfus, in bavii^ 
' prcfent 
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prcfent fruition of fbme of thefe benefits^ but 
ercfmt right unto all; fruition of fome by 
reeling, of ill by faitb. But oh the wutK of 
God upon thefe times, that cither fee not 
this glory , or if they doe j defpife fo great 
falvation 1 Chrift^ and pardon , and peace^ 
adoption, grace/«nd glory, is brought home 
to our doores> but theirprice is falne in pur 
market, and we think it better to be without 
I Chrifl; with our lufts, then to be iqChrift 
with his benefits. The reproach tf dhrifi 
was dearer to Mtfes (as great a Courtier^ 
and as ftrong a head-piece as our times can 
afford^ then af the riches an4 honomrs efE- 
gjft , but the grfce, and peace, and life, and 
glory ofJefusChrift^ is viler tout, then the 
very onyons s and leeks; and deifa-potc of 
Egypt J if you had but naked Chrift (our 
life) for a prey in thefe evill times, you had 
no caufe to complaine, but infinitely to re- 
Joyce in your portion ; but when with 
Chrift you (hall find all thefe benefits tpA 
privilcdges comming in as to your portion, 
and yet to defpife him? Affiiredly the Lord 
will not beare with this contempt alway : 
Awaytothemountaines^ and haften from 
the townes and cities of your habitation, 
where the grace of Chrift is publi(hed , 
but univerfaUy defpifed , you bleiTed called 
ones of the Lord Jefiis ; for the dayes are 
comming, wherein for this finne^ the hea- I 
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vens md earth flutll fltake, the fianne (htU 
be turned iato daricneflc^ and the moene isitm 
blood, and mens hearts faiUfig for fetre tf 
the horrible plag^€S which are coouxuag 
upon the face of the earth. Dreame not of 
ttire weather, exped not better (tayte, till 
you hcare men &yjBleffed k he that c^mtmtb 
in the ndme rfthe Lerai who thus kleffeth hi 
7Mh dUpritMll UeJpHgs inChrifi,£fh. i .3. 
1 1 now proceed to the Im. 



Chap. IIL 

Aithefethatare tranJUted inte ttif Ueffed 

efiofe, are hund te live the life efUve in si 

frukfullAndthdnkffHieheJience $mte him 

thdt hath called them^ according te ebe rmlt 

efthemeraiLaw. ffal.ipq^. ^ 

THe Lord doth no (bohcr call his p(x>ple 
to himfeUe, but as foonie as ever he hath 
thus crowned them with thefe glorious pri- 
viledges, and given them any (enie and tee^ 
ling of them4 bat they itnmediately ciy out. 
Oh Lordj what (hall I now doe for thee ^ 
How (hall I now live to thee i they know 
now they are no more their owne,but his; 
znA therefore {h«uld now live to him. 
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kindiidle the Lord had (he woe 1/rMilf what « 
J/rsel flioiiU dec for him ? y oa (kail fee bis 
anfwer full^ I>ri»r. i e. 1 2^ 1 3 . And now^ O 
lfr4€l^ what doth the L^rd reqtme of thic, 
ttft to fear the Lord thy God/tmd, tP love him 
jmdferve him with stt thy he^t^ and to kfepe 
hot Commdmdements which 1 command thee, 
tbuddj for thy good? 

If you aske PhhI (t% E vaogdicall a Chri* 
ftian as ever lived) what novtr vre are to do 
whcnweareinChrift? hee anfwers pun- 
ftnally,! C«r,5. 14,1 5. The love ofChrift 
eoMfhrMftetk ue, hegsmfe we thuejudgo^ thdt 
Chrifi dying for tto/e that were dead, thef 
that live Jhomld not live unto thfmfelvos , 
tmt unto him that djedfor them and rofo 
againe. 

If we aske ?rrrrthe quefUoOs to what 
end the Lord hHk^aBedm om of darkp^fe 
into hit marvelotu light f he. cxprefly tells 
yon, it is to Jbew forth the vertttes of him that 
hathfo eaUed, i Pet. 2. p. 

If wee be doubtful! whctherthisbethe 
Lords minde, the Lord hioifelfc refelves it 
by Zachary^Lmk. i .74.and tell&ua, that tii 
his oath^ T hat we teing delivered out of the 
hands of onr enemies^ wee Jhomldferve him 
withoHt fear in holiHes(in all the rules of the 
6v{iTtA)l€) andrighteoufnejfe (^in all duties 
of the fecond Table) at the dajes of onr life^ 
& that all this (hoidd not be out of a fpirit ok 
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bondage and fltvifh f eare, but without feani 

I. e. Fcareof oureneoiieSj (in, dear h, wrtth) 

and fo'coafequently cue of lote, to kirn that 

hath delivered us ; that otie would woader 

it (hotdd ever enter into the heart of any 

Chriftian nsan that hath tafted the love d 

Chrift J as to think that there is ao ufe of the 

Law to one in Chrift ; and that becaufa 

they are to live the life of love to Chrifti 

that therefore they are not tolqoke to the 

Law as therule of their love, exprefly croffe 

to the letter of the Text, i^A. 14. 15. Ify^c 

l0vemefl(eef my CommamUments ; which 

CpjBfnaiiKiements are net onely faith and 

l6ve to the Saints ; but love to enemieSt and 

fpiritnall obedience unto the morall Law» 

in a farre different manner and meafure then 

as the Pharifees inftruded the people in 

thofedayes, as youmay fdP^^ Matth. 5* i?* 

Tis true indeed, obedience to the Law is not 

required of ut now as it was of Ai^im ; it 

was required of him as a condition antece^ 

dent to life, but of thofe that be in Chrift it 

is required onely as a duty confequent to 

life, or as a rule of lift, that feeing hee hath 

purchafed our lives in redemption,and adhn 

ally given us life in vocation and {anAifica* 

tion, we (hoiild now live unto him, in tU 

thankf uU and fruitfull obedience accordii^ 

to his will revealed in the naorall Law. Tis 

vaine thing to imagine that our obedience 

is 
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is to htve no other rule but the Spirit, with- 
out my attendance to the Law ; the Spirit 
indeed is the efficient cauie of our c^edi- 
ence^ and hence we are (aid to be ied by the 
Spirit, i?««i.8. 14. but it is not properly 
the rule of our obedience, but the will of 
God revealed in ^i$ word^ efpecially in the 
Law is the rule •* the Spirit is the wind that 
drives us in oqr obedience, the Law is our 
compaflc, according to which it ftearesoHr 
(Bourfe for us : the Spirit and the Law, the 
wiqd and the compaflej can ftand well to^ 
gethcr, Pfftl. 143*10. Te/u:hmeto doe thy 
•mil O God, (there is Davids rule,vifc. Gods 
will revealed ) tbj Jpirit ugoed ( there is 
Davids minde, that^ enabled him to fteare 
faiscourfc according to it) the Spirit 9f life 
doth free Hs from the law of Jin and ef death 9 
but not from thefioly, and pure, and good* 
and righteous Law of God> Rom. 8. i , 2« 3 . 
The blood ofChrifi by the Spirit cleanfeth tfs 
from dead work£s^ toferve the living God^ 
Heb.p. 14. not to ferve ouroWQe felves, 
or iafts^ or wills, to doe what wee pleafe : 
the law indeed is not a rule of that by which 
we are to obey, t/f«. of our faith, yet it is 
the ondy rule ofmhat we are to obey : we 
are not to pcrforme afts of obedience now 
as Adam was to doe, vi^. by the fole power 
of inherent grace,but we are to live by faith, 
and ad by fiith (for withomt mejou can doe 
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mithimg^lob. i $• 5* ) wc vcDot united to 
CEnft oar life by obedience as Adam wasto 
God by it 9 but b^ £itth : and tbexefore a5 
all a^ioa ( iu livisg tbinigs^ cones from 
uai0o> foall our ad^ of obedience are to 
coioe from faith, from the Spirit on Chrjfis 
part,and from faith on our part^whicb make 
our ontoo; iV#4^ built 1^ faith > En^^h 
walkedwkhGodby faith^ \9fuAh and his 
Soutdicts fought by ftith, Aht^hMm travel- 
fed> dwelt in his tciits> lived and dyed by 
faith ; they afted according to the rule* but 
all by the power of faith. It is a weak rea- 
fonii^ to ims^D a man is sot bo«nd topay 
hisdebtf > becaufe be is to goe unto another 
for the money .* Obedience isour debt wee 
oweto Chrift> I^k^ yj^v^ thou^ wee are 
to goe to Chrift poore, and weake > apd 
feeble^ to enable us to pay : Tis truCjChrift 
hath kept the law for ui> and are we there- 
fore freeftom it as our rule ^ NoiFerily> 
Chrift kept the law for fatisfadkion to ju- 
ftice, and ix> we are not bound to keepe the 
Law; he kept the LawaUbfor imitation^ 
to give us a copy »ad an example of aM ho- 
lineflb and glorifying God in our obedience; 
and thus Chrifts obedience \i^ iotaire from 
exempting us from the La w> n tl|ar it inga* 
geth us the more^ having bothnite and ex- 
ample before us, 1 loh^ 3. ^. -Ht thuM JmA 
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kfd^ I Pcc. i« i4)i$j i6. Tiscrae^theLaw 
16 writ in t bdeevos hetrt, nni if he htthm 
Ltw within^wluit oeed he (hy^otac) leok 
totheLawwidmit? wiienttotr Stvioar 
and Ddvid argued qnifccontraiy, P/M^ ^. 

'written^fme tb^t IJb9Mldd§€ itjbecmik thy 
Lmn^ u wiihrn mf harti thiis argoes, thit 
you' ate not to Mtendtiie LawtmwiUingly . 
as bond-men and flavcs, bat wiliingfy and 
^adly» becattfetheLaWy crenthc ikw ef 
loT€ is in yourhetrts, i Uh. 5 • j. 

The place illedged by fpmeferthistiber- 
ty from the Lavir, viz,, the Ltm k mt amiir 
/#r s rigkte00tmaH^ f Tim.i*p» if mtcU 
conftdered , felly da(heth this dreamc in 1' 
pieces ; for ffaiere were divers J ewi& Prea- 
chers of if^i;^/ La w, and they had a wodd 
of fcruples andqaeftions about it» ▼erfe4. 
and Pm$1 and others were acconntedxjf, as 
men ldTexealous,brcauic theydid not found 
I upon that ftring (o much ; away (faith 
PmI) with th^e contentions^ qtitftionsj 
for thetni^tie c^mmdmJemcnt is noticra- 
ples and queftions, bat chi^ritj and lore (i. e. 
both to God and men ) cmt ef mfmrt htMrt 
Mndfaifh mnf dined, verf. 5 • and faith he^ Tbe 
Ldw $6 very ^wi, when nfed Uwful^^thtt is, 
tor this end^and out of thefe principles^t^^ 
8. tis not taUcing, but doing, and i^at out of 
loveiwhich it the end and fcopeof tlieLa w; 
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fo that note by the way, you may as well 
aboliCh lore as abbii(h the Law, love being 
the end and fcope of the Law. But to pro- 
ceed * Tki L4W if net mdJe ( (aith he) fit 
tyirightioHt^i.e. fot the Condemnation of 
the righteous, i.e. offuchas out of a pure 
heart and faith unfeined lore God in the 
firil Table j lote to (hew all duties of re- 
fpe A to man in the fecond Table; and ther6^ 
fore they hi all other men have no caufe to 
abolifls the Law. as if it was a bug-beare, or 
a thing that could hutt them^ but its made 
for t^e condemnation, of .^^r L^wleffcy 
^;f«wiM/,(astheoriginallword is) or it 
you will, AntinomidHs^ (tran^eflbrs of the 
firft tommand;) znddifif^edi^t, ftranlgref- 
lours of the fccond command.) for ftf^g^dly 
and finners (tranfgreffours of the third com- 
mand.) for unholy dndprophaue ftranfgref- 
fours of the fourth command. ) for mitrJe" 
rers ef father $ andmothers fof the fift com- 
mand. ) for man-fiaytrs ( of the 5. ) for 
•mhanmongers ,and dt filers efmankJHde (of 
the 7.) tor men-fiealers ( bftfit 8.) tor 
LyarsXoi the 9.) and for thofethat in unj 
thing walke contrary tejhund doEirine^ the 
purity of the Law and will of God (of the 
10, ) So that this place is farre from favou- 
ring any of thofe that run in this channell 
of abolifhing the Law as our rule ; No bc- 
io ved^ the love of Chtift will conftrtit>y ou 

to 



i^ 



iUa 



The Sound Beletrperi 



ma* 



to embrace it as « xaoft precious tceafare* 
Itisthe obferration oi fome, that in the 
Preface to the Morali Law , Exad. 20. i , 2, 
the Lord reyeales himfelfe te bee the JL^r^i 
their Godthntiromght them hni •f tht I^Mi 
^fEgjfti the very ^cope of vMth words, is 
to perfwade to a reverend receiving- & kee* 
ping of that good Law : this LaWidlnation$ 
are bound to obferve, bccaufe he ia Jeh^ak^ 
the Lordy but to be thy G^d in {jpeciall .Cor 
venant, and that redeemed thee fir^m Effft\ 
and from that which was typified by it, this 
belongs to none but unta them e^ecially, 
that arc already the people df God ; and 
therefore of all other people in the world) 
they ire bound to receive it as ihcir r^e; for 
obedience doth not make us Cod$ people^ 
or God our God : but face is fjrltoitf jGod , 
(whithisonlyby the Covenant of grace) 
and thence it \s^ that being ours, and wc his, 
we of all others, are mod: bound to obey. 

To conclude, they that fti ck , in %\t(t btyr 
ers, therefore cry downe the law a$ a Chri-^ 
ftians role, bccajife l^y this means a Chrifti- 
an (hall find no peace; becanfe he is conti- 
nually (inning againft this Law : the law 
therefore fay they, will be alifay tcoubllng 
ofhim. , 

I anfwcr, nrft a corrupt heart^tnd putrid 
confcience, can have no peace by the Law; 
1/4. 57. zi. there is ne fence to thi wickgd, 
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and it is good it (hoald be io. 

2. AwitchftillChriftitn«ity,f/i/.ii9. 
15. Gr€4f pedce have they that keefe tkj 
Law. Hizekjah hid it, when Jie defired tm 
L^rdtP remember Imw hi hsd wsl^ed hf$r€ 
him wifhdfetfeCt heart, Ifa.5S. J ^i^i.PdfU 
tavaidit the ieflim0my ef hie cenfiience^^nx* 
ing him witnefle^ wis hie r^ojcing haeifl; 
ftCor.i.ii. 

; . If t Chriftian ignorant of maintifning 
his peace with God by faith in his juftiika- 
tion» not withftaoding all the errors in his. 
ebedience and fanftification ; if I fiiy fcee 
wants his peace » Ihall wee therefore break 
the Law in pieces ? if a fecure Cfariftiin that 
walkes looidy want peace, by the accuia- 
tions of the Law ; tis 6ods mercy to hint to 
give him no peace in himfelfcj while he is ix 
truce with his Inft. 

- 4. That peace will end in difrntU fanow 
which is got by kicking againft the Law » it 
is but dawbing for t man to keep his peace 
by (hutting his eyes againlft the way ef 
peace; a fervant may have peace in his idl^- 
nefle by thinking that his Mafter requircB no 
work from him, and by hidfii^ his tdent» 
yet what will his Lord fay to him when his 
day is ended, and be comes to reckon with 
him at Snn-fet / brii^ the Law into thy 
confcience in point of j u(tification , it will 
trouble conf^tnca : for^hcie only Chnfts 
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r^htcoufnefTeg Gods grice^ tnA the promife 
tre CO be looked oni and our own obedience 

I' & holines laid by in the dull; but bring it be- 
fore thee ts 2 rule of thy fanftifi cation^ and 
as thy copytewri^e after » and to imitate, 
^ndafpire after that perfeifti^^p it requires, 
it will then trouble thee no more, then 
it doth a child, who having a hire copy 
fet him to write after, and knowing that he 
is a lonne, is not therefore troubled^ bccaufe 
he cinnot write as faire aa his copy ; hee 
knows if he imitates it, his fcribling fliall be 
accepted: howfoever though hii Father may 
chaftifehim withrods^if he be carelefTe to 
imitate; yet he will never caft him therefore 
ofFfrom being his fonne. The truth \% this, 
it argues a moft gracele(re,caraall, wretched 
heart, for a man to caft by Gods rules , be- 
caufe attendance to them is his trouble and 
torment, which unto a gracious heart are 
life, and peace, and fwcctncffe; All the wsjes 
ofmfdome to him. Are w4jes effleafAntne^e^ 
andherfdths peace i And it is Gods com- 
mon curfe upon them that love not the 
truth in thefe day es, that becaufc (in is not 
their forro w , nor breach of rules their trou- 
ble ; that therefore » the obfervance of the 
Law, and attendjince uQto rules fliall bee 
their burden and trouble ; they feele not the 

I plague in their owne hearts, and therefore 
reproof es plague them, and commands are a 
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plague and a torment to thesn: crooked tect, 
and crooked willSj make men tread awry in 
fuch corrupt opinions. 

All the called ones of God are therefore to 
lire this life of obedience, and that out of 
love^whichlcallthelifeoflovt^ GuL^. 6. 
for elfe circumcilion availes nothing , nor 
uncircumcifion, no nor faith it felfe; unlcffe 
it be of this nature, as that it works by love : 
there is much obedience and extermdl con- 
formity to the Law in many men , but the 
priticipall difference between thcfe forma- 
lities , and the obedience of the Saints, is 
love; the obedience of the one arifeth from 
felf e-love , becaufe it pleafeth themfelves, 
and fuits with their owne ends; the other 
from the love of Chrift, becaufe it pleafeth 
him , and fuits with hit ends •* i C#r. 13. 
4* &Cm xhhn^. 3. 

Wherein doth and (hould tfiia life of 
love appear ? 

In thefe five particulars. 

Id thinking and mufing much on Cbrift 
and npon his love, and on what you (hall 
doc for him; he that faith he bvcs another, 
and yet feldome thinks on him, or will fel* 
domegivehimagoodlook when he meets 
him, certainly deceives himfelfc; the leaft 
degree of love appeares m thinking on what 
we love, beaule the Uving ki$ub$ejfi •f GU 
was bttur thtn life unto David; hence hee 1 

did' 
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did nmimhir him tfpofi hit hd, and meditau 
^n him in the vitj night i Pftil.63. j.tf. thry 
thttfenre the Lordy i. ^Vilh a fbnne-likc 
fctrc; where love if chiefly predominant, 
are fuch as think^Hfen hu name : Mai. j . 1 6. 
¥f^e have thought cf thy loving kindejje oh 
Lord in thy Temfle , Pftl. 48. 9. Thou that 
canftfpend day es, nights, weeks, months^ 
ycaresjand haft thy head ail this time Twar- 
ming with vain thoughts, and fearce one li- 
ving thought of Chrift, and bis love, that 
didft never beat thy head , nor trouble thy 
feUe in mu(ing, oh what (hall I doe for him, 
nor in condemning thy felfe becauft thou 
doft fo little, verily thoa haft not the leaft 
degree of this life of lote. 

In (peaking and commending of hijm:is it 
pollibk that any man (hould love another 
I and not Commend him, not fpeak b\ him ? 
if thou haft but a Hawk ^r a Hoaiid that 
thou lovcft, thou wilt commend it, and can 
it ftand with love to Chrift,, yet fcldomeor 
never to fpeak of him nor of his love ; hcVer 
to commend him unto others.that they miy 
fall in lav9 with him alio ? you [hall (cc the 
Spouie* Cant 5. p. 16. when fb^ was asked 
what her beloved wm above others ? ilaee ft ts 
him out in every part of him, and concludes 
with this, he ii altogither lovely ^bccaufi thj 
loving kininejfe (faith David) h better then 
lifoy mj lifsjballfraife tkre, and I wiM bleffe 
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thee whiiej 1 live; Pfal. ^3 . 3 » 4. can it ftand 
with this life of love, to be alwty fpetking. 
tbout worldly afFayrcs^or newes at the bcft; 
both week-day and Sabbath day, in bed and 
at boord, in good company ^ind in bad , at 
home and abroad ? I tell you it willbeoni 
maine reafon why you de^re to live>that you 
may make the Lord Jefas knownc to your 
children , friends , acquaintance > that fo 
in the ages to come his name might ring, 
and his metzioriall might be of fweet odour, 
from generation to generation; Pfal.ji. 18. 
if before thy converfibn efpecially thou haft 
poyfoned others by thy vaine and corrupt 
Ipeeches ; after thy converfion thou wilt 
feek to feafon the hearts of others by a grar 
cious, fweet, and wife communication of 
fave^ry and blefledfpeeches; what the Lord| 
hath taught thee thou wilt talke of it unto 
others , for the fake of him whom tkou 
loveft. 

In beingoft in his company, and girow- 
in^ up thereby into a familiar acquaintance 
I with him: can we be long absent from thofc 
we love intircly, if we may come to them ? 
can we love Chrift , and yet be fcldom with 
him, in Word, in Prayer,in Sacraments, in 
Chriftian Communion, in Meditation and 
dayly Examination of our ownc hearts , 
in his providences of Mercies, CrofTes^ and 
Tryals ? (for Chrift is with us he re , but 
__ ' thoip l 
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thofc two waycs,in his Or dininces, or Pro- 
vidences,^/ ki^ h9lj Spirit,) Lord (fnith Z)4- 
vid) I hdve hvedthe hdbitati^n of thy houfe, 
4nd the flace where thine honemr dn^eSeth^ 
Pftl. a^.8. The ground of which is fet down, 
verf. 5. Thy loving kyndneje is Before mine 
eyes \ my foule hngeth for thee as in d land 
where no water Uy that 1 might fee thee^ as 1 
havefeen thee in the SanElnarj^ the reafon of 
it was, becanfe thy loving kjndneffe it tetter 
thenlift: Plal. 63* i, 2, 3. 

In doing much for him, and that willing- 
ly; did not Jacob love Rachel ? how did hce 
expreflcit? his feven jeares fcrvicc, in 
frofi andfnow, in heat and cold ^ by day and 
night , were nothing to "him , for her fake 
whom hee loved i Shall 1 ferve the Lord 
CfaithD/it/fi) of what cofl me nothing ? And 
when he had prepared many millions for 
the building of the Temple, yet he accoun- 
ted it t frnaU thing for his fake whom hee 
loved'^ 1 Chron. ip. 3. he gave it out of his 
poverty^ as he fpeakes; this is love^ to hof his 
Commandemcnts^ and thofe arenotgrievons ; 
I John 5. 3, 

I n fuffering and enduring any eviU for his 
fake . I confcfle it is not every degree of love 
that will carry a man hither; yet where there 
is great and Angular love,yir a good m^ 
one may be wiRing to dje; Rom. 5. 7. affu- 
redly if there be any love to Chrift, it will in 



5 




77;£ Sound 'Beleeyer. 



MtM 




time increafe to this joieafurc ; it will think 
ten thoufand lives too little to lay down fot 
Chrifts fake* that laid down his precious life 
for bim : fVhdt teU jqh m^^ faith PmhI, $f 
Ifands and $mprif§nmenu ? 1 am ready n$t 
'only t9 bcmhund^ but to iiye for the fake of \ 
Chrift at J erufaUm] mj life u not dear to me^ 
no more then a rufh at my foot , that 1 mof 
fiaijb mj eourfewith joy : for thy fake v^are 
killed all the day long. Rom. 8. ^6* I tell 
you the love of Chnft will make you fall} 
down upon your knees, and blcffe the Li»:d, 
that he will accept of fuch a poorc facriBce 
aS thy body is , though it be burnt to aflies; 
and thou wilt bleife him againe and againe; 
that whereas he might have Uft thee in thy 
{innes tohave troden him and his glory and 
grace under foot) as he hath done thouGmds 
in the world; yet that he fhould call thee to 
ftiare in this honour not enly to doe j but to 
fujflfer for his fake* . 

Now the .good Lord perfwadc all our 
hearts urit0 this frnitfuU obedience tail life 
of loye. Oh you young men, you have a 
fatre time before you to doe much for Chrift 
in ; how plea/ing will it bee to him to fee 
fuch young trees bang full of fruit! You aged 
mep have now one foot in your grave » and 
you have forgotten the Lord Jefus moft of 
your time, and your time which no w re* 
maincs is very little ^ and then your Umpe is 
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iit^ your Sun is aloiofl: jfet^ahd all your work 
yet to be done for Chrift, oh therefore a- 
'aken now at laft^before you awaken when 
is too late ; you rich men have abilities 
id wherewithal! to fet forward Chrifts 
ingdome in the Townes and Villages 
4iere you live ; you poore men may doe 
uch by ardent and inftant prayers day and 
ght, for the advancement of the Lord Je- 
s. You Husbands , Wives ,^ Matters, 
;rvants , remember if you are not good in 
>ar places , ^ou are not good at all , what 
^er your profeifion be; a good woman. 
It afroward wife: a good man,but a haire^ 
aind curfl: husband ; a good fervant , but a 
Tyfore tongue; th'efc cannot wellftand 
gether. If you have any love to Chrift, 
e life oflove will make you move beft in 
jur proper place : oh therefore love mucb^ 
id fo think much and fpeak much of, and. 
mverle much with , and doe much^ and 
Cr much for the Lord Jefus Chrift ; con- 
nt not your felves with doing fmall things 
T him, t hat hath done and/uffered much for 
>u; if you can doe but little , yet fet God on 
ork by being fervent and frequent in pray- 
, not only that Chrift may be honoured 
your felves » but alfo in your families, 
d in all Churches and Kingdomes of 
eWorld. If you canoot doe much, yet 
aintaine 9li\c^y^illxo doe much, which is 
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4r^(f^^r^gisifyoudid, i Cor. 8. 12. If thou 
art X poere njin , and haft nothing to give,' 
yet keep a heart as liberall as a Prince ; if 

I you can doe but little your felves, yet en- 
courage others that may, thou art not a Prea- 
cher called to cpnvert fouks , . yet doe thou 
encourage the meflengers of Cfarift in their 
Worke, by thy prayers, counfell, help, 
and at lad day the converiion of fouks (hall 
be attributed unto thee , as well as unto I 
them ; if thou canft not doe any good , yet 
prevent what cvill thou canft in thy place; 
to keep cfl jadgnKnits , at leaft to delay 
them ; mourne thou for other mens fins, 
as if they were thine ovvrie, that f© the Lord 
may pity and pardon thepi, and it ^ay bee 
convert them , who fhall doe more good it 
may be, thrn ever thou canft doe : let the 
Lord Jclus be in thy thoughts the fti ft in the 
morning , and the lafl at night ; doe what^ 
thou canft, nay, goe continually to him to 
enable thee to doe more then thou of thy 
fclfe canft ; and mouine bitterly, and la- 
ment dayly what thou haft not done , cither 
through want of ability or will : remem- 
bring his love to thee , that he came out of 
bis Fathers bofome for thee, wept for thee, 
bkd tor thee, powred out his life, nay, 
his foule to death for thee , is now rifcn 
for thee, gone to heavtn for thee, fits at 
Gods right hand , and rules all the world 
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for- thee , makes intcrceffion continutUy 
for thee, tnd at the end of the world 
will coHie agiinc for thee, who haft loyed 
him here, that thou mighteft live for ever 
with him then. 

But is this 9ur life , in thefe evill and 
tuke- warme times ? How many bf e there 
that bdeevc in Chrift , that they may lire as 
they lift ? If to dtinky and whore , and 
fcoffe, and blafpheme ; if to (hake a lock, 
and fellow every fond fafliion ; if' to 
croflc and cringe befqre a piece of wood ; if 
to be weary of the Word, and outwardly 
zealous for long prayers; if to feek for purity 
of ordinances in Churches, and to n?.aintain 
impurity in hearts, in (hops, in families ; 
if to fct our hearts upon farmes and 
Merchandizes, and fo to bee covetous ; 
if to fct up our owne felves, and parts, and 
gifts, with a fecret difdaine of Gods Mini- 
tiers; if to cry do wne learning, andfet up 
ignorance ; if to fet up Chrift, and de(h"oy 
fanftification and obedience ; if to be a feft- 
mafter of fomc odde opinions ; if to cracke 
the nut of fome fuperlanary and Monkifh 
notions, and high-flown fpeculations ; if to 
hea^^much, and do little ; if to have a name 
to^ ;#, and yet dead at the heart; if this be 
to live the life of love, we have many that 
live this life ; the Lord Jefus wants not 
love, if this be to love : But oh woe unto 
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you, if you thus requite the Lordj foelifli 
pcopla and unwifc I The Lord knowes we 
may cotnplaiae as Fsul did > Eviry man 
nnnis his cwne things^ and none the things ef 
lefm Chrifi ; none in comparifon of that 
huge number that, thi nke they are religious 
eooi^h* if they be baptized, and fay that 
they belee¥e in J efus Chrift : verily the 
time dra wes neere wherein the Lord will 
come iox fruits from his Vineyard *y and if 
be findes it not, affiiredly he will net be be- 
holding to us fox obedience^ he can raife his 
glory out of other people, and there carry 
his Gofpel to them who Qsl^VL bring f$rth 
the fir nits of it ; the Lord will fhortly lay 
huaxcnnta the r§§t efoMi tree^ and if wee 
will not ferve the Lord in this good Land in 
the abundance of peace and mercy, we (ball 
(erve our enemies in hunger, cold, and na* 
kednefle; if we will not ferve him in love, 
we muft ferve eur enemies in feare ; doe not 
think that the Lord will bee put off with 
venerable names and titles, fhadowes^and 
pidures ; what is moft mens profeflion at 
this day but a meer paint ? which may ferTe 
to colour them while they live, but will 
never comfort them (unleffe confcience bee 
afleep ) when they come to dye- Oh ij* c 
heedoffuch formality; I can never thmk 

I enough of Davids exprcflion , Pfal. 1 19. 

/ 16 J» I have k^ ft thy Commandiments^ and 
I Jlove\ 
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J l$ve them es^gtiinglj ; fhouldhe not have 
faid fitft, 1 hdve Uvea thy CommdndementSy 
and rp have kfft them f Doubtlefle hce did 
fo ; Imt he ran here in a holy and ndft hea- 
venly circle. I hav6 kept them and loved 
them/ and loved them and kept them ; i( 
we love Chrifl: we alfo iSiall live ftich a life 
of love ip our meafure ; and hia Comman- 
dements will be mod: deare^ when himfelfc 
is mod: precious. 
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